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Reese (08-206) is a handsome, red headed 
boy with a sweet disposition, a Golden smile, 
and a perpetual “wink”.  Although he is blind, 
he’s a happy Velcro Golden who is able to 
get around in familiar surroundings with no 
diffi culty. He walks well on a leash and can 
be off-leash in some environments with com-
mands that can be used to guide him, such a 
“careful”, “steps”, “clear”; and he comes reli-
ably when called by name or bribed with the 
command “treats!”   

Reese came to GRREAT last fall as a 
frightened Golden, and it appeared that he 
was completely blind. His left eye was ab-
scessed and painful, and because there was 
no chance for his vision to be restored, the 
eye was removed. Reese had to learn to live in 
a new place with unfamiliar surroundings and 
other dogs. Simple techniques, like spraying 
scents at dog level on things he might bump 
into, enabled him to move about freely as he 
became familiar with the layout of  his fos-
ter home. The other dogs in the home live 
normally with Reese; one just moves out of  
his way or ignores the occasional body con-
tact, the other lets out a little growl to let him 
know she’s there. Reese can live with other 
dogs as long as they are good-natured and ac-
cepting of  a dog who might not respect their 
space, but he would also be fi ne as an only 
dog. Reese ignores the friendly house cat, 
who sidles up right next to him, often settling 
in just at nose level.   

Reese is about 11-years old and is in very 
good health. He needs a boost from behind 
to get all the way into the car, and he doesn’t 
go up and down the stairs often, but can 
manage it once a day. A home where he could 
be on one level would be best. Because he’s a 
Velcro Golden, Reese wants to sleep near his 
forever family at night.

Although Reese is low-keyed, he still 
likes to play. He goes to a local park most 
mornings and if  he comes across a ball, he 

happily parades around with it. But mostly he 
enjoys his visits to the park because he meets 
his play buddy, Cody, there. Cody is a young 
Golden who has an affi nity for Reese and has 
learned that the usual visual cues to invite 
another dog to play just don’t work with Re-
ese. Instead, Cody play bows along with a lot 
of  “hey Reese, let’s play” barking, to which 
Reese joyfully responds. It’s obvious the two 
Goldens are having a great time romping and 
barking together.

With patience and love, Reese has blos-
somed into a sweet loving Golden who just 
needs his forever home to make his life com-
plete. He is very affectionate and is eager to 
shower his love on anyone who pays attention 
to him. Reese comes complete with guidance 
from GRREAT on little things that need to 
be done to let him learn how to get around in 
his forever home. Because dogs rely so much 
on their sense of  smell, loss of  vision is not 
as much of  a problem for them as you might 
think.

To see Reese in action, please check 
out his video on the GRREAT home page: 
www.grreat.org.  If  you’re interested in a 
mellow Velcro Golden boy who will warm 
your heart, or if  you would just like to fi nd 
out more about Reese, please contact our 
Adoption Coordinator Jessie Robinson at 
adoptions@grreat.org.

GRREAT
IN THIS ISSUE: Pick of the Litter

by Louise Davidson
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Dear GRREAT Members:

 It’s that time of  year—families going on vacations, pack-
ing up the car and heading to the beach or other vacation 
spot. Many families choose to take their wonderful Goldens 
along. With that in mind, here are a few thoughts for keep-
ing your dog safe during the vacation, so that everyone has a 
good time!
 Packing for your dog:  While packing extra food, water, 
and favorite toys, you may also want to include phone num-
bers for the veterinarian closest to where you’ll be staying. 
Healthy pet website (www.healthypet.com/hospital_search.
aspx) is an excellent resource, and is part of  the American 
Animal Hospital Association (www.aahanet.org). It’s also 
a good idea to pack a basic pet first-aid kit, which should 
include: 2 pairs medical-grade vinyl gloves, 1 ml plastic drop-
per, tweezers, pair of  scissors, roller gauze (2” x 4 yds), sterile 
roller gauze (4” x 2 yds), instant ice pack, combine pad (5” x 
9”), emergency Telfa bandage (2” x 3”), styptic pencil, (6) 3” 
cotton tip applicators, 6” tongue depressor, pen light, ½ oz 
eyewash, and 4 oz hydrogen peroxide.
 Traveling in the car:  Please think about the dog’s safety 
while you’re driving. Often times, the trusty crate is the best 
way for your Golden to travel in the car.
 If  this is your dog’s first car trip, take a few short prac-
tice trips to see how things go before tackling a long ride. 
Allowing dogs a window view and fresh air can help animals 
adjust to the car’s sensations. Make sure you plan for several 
stops to walk, drink some water and stretch.  Some dogs love 
the open road, while many associate car trips with unpleas-
ant events like an outing to see the vet and become anxious 
at the prospect of  any trip. Alleviating your dog’s nervous-
ness by taking short car trips to fun destinations (such as on 
a playdate or to the park) may help change those negative 
associations.  
 Helping your dog enjoy the trip:  Most dogs rely on rou-
tine, so it’s important to keep things as normal as possible. 
Your dog is a creature of  habit. Try to make the arrange-
ments and transitions as stress free as possible. For example, 
if  possible, keep a regular feeding and walking schedule; 
bring your dog’s bed if  you can, as well as several favorite 
toys.
 Sadly, dogs do get lost while on vacation:  PLEASE 
make sure you have a current ID tag on your dog’s collar 
at all times. GRREAT microchips all of  our dogs, which is 

another excellent way to find a lost dog. Bring a current pic-
ture of  the dog that can be copied and distributed, should he 
or she get lost while on your trip. Know how to get in touch 
with the local shelter.
 Please keep in mind that not all traveling dogs go missing 
because they run. Dogs left alone in cars are at risk for being 
stolen. Keep your dog on a leash and with you every time 
you’re out of  the car. Remember also—never leave your dog 
in the car on a warm day.
 We’ve traveled all over with our dogs. Some have abso-
lutely LOVED the idea of  hopping in the car, but one or 
two have not been fans. We took a trip to Nag’s Head several 
years ago. Duke slept the whole way; Splash, who was not 
fond of  car rides, panted the entire trip. 
 Please enjoy your summer along with your Golden family 
member.
 

―Robin Heinecke, GRREAT President

President’s Message
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Most of  you read the 
story, “Every Day is a 
Gift”, that I wrote about 
our sweet Golden girl, 
Shelby,that graced the 
cover of  the May/June 
newsletter. Sadly, Shelby 
went to the Rainbow 
Bridge on the evening of  
May 7, 2009.  

In the weeks since 
her passing, not a day 
has gone by that I haven’t 
cried because I miss her 
so much. The emptiness 
in this house and in my 
heart is enormous. Shelby 
was a quiet dog and she 
rarely barked; we have three other dogs that create plenty of  
daily commotion, yet the quiet in our house is almost deafen-
ing to me.

It’s really been a difficult struggle to adjust to life without 
Shelby. I’ve wondered more than a few times if  I’ll ever learn 
to live with this loss. My head tells me that I will, but my heart 
disagrees. Yet the simple truth remains that I will learn to 
live with this. I know it won’t be easy and I know it will take 
time—lots of  time. I’ve discovered there are things that have 
helped ease the sadness for me and maybe they can help you 
or someone you know after the loss of  a beloved four-legged 
family member.

A dear friend of  mine sent me a scrapbook photo album 
after Shelby passed away. I tried for several days to find pic-
tures of  Shelby to fill this book, but every time I started to 
work on this project, I’d start crying and have to stop. One 
day I decided that it would be therapeutic to do this and I was 
right! I stared at countless pictures through blurry tear-filled 
eyes, but I filled every page with a picture. The end result is a 
book filled with my favorite pictures of  Shelby, and it’s a won-
derful tribute to her. Every picture has a memory attached to 
it and the memories make me smile.

I made a donation to GRREAT in Shelby’s memory. I 
wanted to do this as a way to thank GRREAT for bringing 
Shelby into my life, but also as a way to help current and fu-
ture GRREAT Goldens on her behalf.  

I’ll talk to whoever will listen to me about Shelby. I talk 
about the funny things she did, the sweet things she did, and 
I’ll talk about the sadness that I feel over losing her. Mostly, I 
can’t talk about her without crying because my heart still hurts 
so much. Every time I’ve apologized for crying, whoever I’m 

talking to tells me, “It’s ok.” And they’re right; it is okay be-
cause crying is part of  the grief  process.

When I think back over the six years that I was lucky 
enough to have Shelby in my life, I don’t often think about 
her having cancer or the last 2 days of  her life that were so 
difficult. My memories of  Shelby are her running in the back 
yard chasing her pink squeaky ball, hogging the bed at night, 
happily turning circles waiting for me to put her food bowl 
down, waking me up in the morning with gentle nudges…the 
list of  memories is endless.

I’ve heard some people say that the grief  from losing 
their pet was so overwhelming that they’ll never get another 
pet, that they just can’t endure the pain again. For me, every 
moment I shared with Shelby was so special and so fulfill-
ing that as I think back through the years I shared with her, 
it truly is worth the pain I’m going through now. I wouldn’t 
trade the time spent with her, the love she gave me, or the 
joy she brought into my life for anything. And what is most 
important to me is that I know I made a difference in her life.  
Shelby came into GRREAT a lost soul who knew nothing of  
squeaky toys or woobies, she didn’t know the words “treat” 
or “biscuit”, and I’m certain she never knew that she could be 
loved so completely. She left this world knowing these things 
and so much more, and she left me with a lifetime of  wonder-
ful, happy memories that will live forever in my heart.  

Losing Shelby
by Mary Collings, Intake Coordinator

If  you live in the state of  Maryland, you can purchase a spe-
cial license plate to show your love of  Goldens and your support for 
Golden Retriever Rescue.  The plates are available for $25.  For 
more information on how to obtain Maryland Golden Retriever Res-
cue plates, please contact the program coordinator, Teri Stachowiak 
at lwstack@comcast.net.  The Maryland plates are only available 
to GRREAT members, so be sure your membership is up-to-date 
before you contact Teri.

We are working with SEVA GRREAT, our partner to 
the south, to make Golden Retriever Rescue license plates avail-
able to residents of  the Virginia Commonwealth.  Membership in 
GRREAT or SEVA GRREAT is not a requirement, but we 
need applications for 350 plates before they will be issued.   The cost 
is $25, and the plate can be personalized for an additional $10.  As 
a 501(c)3 organization, we qualify for revenue sharing after 1000 
plates are purchased.  This means that $15 of  every $25 paid to 
the DMV will be shared with us. This is a grreat way to provide an 
additional source of  funds for GRREAT, and to let other drivers 
know about Golden Retriever Rescue.  If  you would like to enroll in 
the program, please contact Steve Bergstrom at vp@grreat.org.

Drive with GRREAT Pride 

Charlie (09-164)
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GRREAT Bark-B-Que 2009

Milo (07-047) had it with the heat -- it was time to find a 
nice, cool spot in the shade.

Butter (09-109)

Charlie (09-164) Jake (08-147) and Sandy (09-063)

Miley Sue (09-018) in her bowsBeau (09-054) has lost 40 pounds!Ripley (08-198) all grown up now  
at 65 pounds
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A Look Back at GOLDSTOCK 2002  
by Phil & Janet Hauck

Having successfully graduated from “Goldstock” in 
2002, we have felt compelled to return. This year will be 
our fifth trip and Goldstock’s twelfth anniversary. Located 
at Camp Weequahic in Lakewood, Pennsylvania in the Po-
cono Mountains, it is 40 miles northeast of  Scranton. We 
share fond memories of  our first visit.

Have you ever seen the inside of  a cabin inhabited by 
football camp males after a week? We have! It was our as-
signed cabin before campers had moved out, and where we 
had been sent to unpack and move in. Lord, have mercy! I 
have a strong stomach, but this was too much! Surely this 
was a big, huge, mistake?!

Actually, I had misread the website info: “football camp 
will not clear out until late afternoon” and check in could 
not commence until 5:00PM. Who would clean up this 
“Animal House”?  While a camp cabin is no Taj Mahal, 
the camp staff  did, and it was at last: clean, welcoming and 
habitable.

We used our afternoon to walk and take Bingo to the 
lake and watch the hoards of  people and their Goldens 
arrive. We found people we knew and gleaned more info. 
Camp Weequahic is a gorgeous camp with excellent facili-
ties. There are paths with sunlight dappling through old 
pine trees, charming buildings with picnic tables and white 
fences, and cabins tossed like dominoes to find a level spot 
to land. The mood was festive, and it was heartwarming to 
watch “Goldstockers” from past years greet one another 
with hugs and laughter!

The merchandise tables were being set up in the recre-
ation hall, which had a huge stone floor-to-ceiling fireplace 
and a stage. We located the dining hall and traversed paths 
to see tennis courts, the activities center, offices and pic-
nic areas. The weather was perfect—sunny, 70’s and light 
breezes.

The trip to the lake, with lovely pink tinged docks and 
divided pools, was the highlight because we got to meet the 
honoree of  Goldstock 2002. Her name was Lucy and she 
was a lovely light, young Golden with Spina Bifida (her back 
legs were useless), who traveled with her loving family in a 
stroller. But, at the lake, Lucy was like a seal pup, wiggling 
along the sand and entering the water, swimming unaided 
and bossing other dogs around with authority! Here was the 
first of  many tears I shed at Goldstock!  

At first, our cabin had only two young guys and their 
three dogs as cabin mates. Their dogs were adorable: Sweet-
ie, Sirius and Argus (who would turn out to be the Olympic 

champion of  lake games). Our Bingo, who was by far the 
toughest foster of  our early experience, was just perfect, 
even with his ball obsession, which was a built in activity in 
the huge field in front of  our cabin and at the lake.

Dinner was the first of  many tasty and congenial meals 
where we sat with volunteers from GRREAT and other 
folks from the many attending rescue groups. Announce-
ments and updates interspersed the happy chatter of  Gold-
stockers in their gustatory glory. 

Back in the cabin, another lady and her dog arrived 
and bunked on the other side of  our divided cabin. She 
informed us all that her friend and children and three more 
dogs were coming in later that night. That group would 
bunk on our side of  the cabin. At well after 10:00PM, the 
promised group arrived and with much fanfare, proceeded 
to fill air mattresses, unpack, organize dogs and kids and 
generally make themselves at home. It was a long, noisy 
night and I feared Phil would “pack the car in the morn-
ing”….but surprisingly, he did not. ;)

We toughed it out and looked for the “positive”— 
which was everywhere! We signed up for Olympics and ac-
tivities, worked the GRREAT merchandise table, shopped 
the other rescues, and walked and ate and laughed ourselves 
stupid with Lisa, her girls, Stacy and others. We met people 
and learned the ropes. Georgie and Joe, Kim Wiff, Marie 
and Pat, and a GoldHeart couple who had adopted and 
been to our tattoo day last December, were just a few that 
we already  knew. To have so many Goldens in one heavenly 
spot was breathtaking!

You recall the Chicken Soup books? Well… Gold-
stock is “Golden Soup” for the soul! There were 411 dogs 
and 355 people. We never heard a fight; and maybe 4 little 
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growlies that were quickly snuffed out by good owners. There 
were “poop bags” available on poles at every corner of  the 
camp. There was hardly a missed clean up and if  there was, it 
was rectified by another thoughtful camper. It was an amaz-
ingly communal effort of  responsibility and care. The staff  and 
Goldstock volunteers were friendly and helpful with daily cabin 
cleaning service (mopping, replacing paper needs and taking 
trash).

The Goldstock event earns thousands of  dollars in a week-
end for rescues and the Goldstock Fund through the 4 days. 
They do it so creatively and with such charm that you gladly 
fork over the bucks for entering the Olympics (doggie), bribing 
the judges (condoned and encouraged), the 50/50s, and live 
and silent auctions. A special raffle was conducted for Polar, 
the other little rear leg challenged pup, for his medical expenses 
in his rescue. The “Sweetest Dog” contest was a political ex-
travaganza, with posters and pollsters galore. Again, like every 
other fundraising effort, it all goes to rescue!

There was laughter everywhere and Goldens at hand level 
or in your crotch at every turn! Leave your need for privacy at 
home or you may be miserable. ;) Catch any good sleep you can 
and forget about the banging screen doors and flushing toilets! 
You become a kid at camp again. The brief  two hours of  light 
rain on Sunday was part of  camp life and no one stayed inside. 
The candle ceremony on Sunday evening was often touching 
and painful, but gave everyone a chance to grieve lost pets and 
loved ones and renew the spirit of  rescue in their hearts.

There was an extra added attraction that year. A rescue 
fireman with his Golden, Riley, was there with a slide show to 
promote rescues’ aid in providing trainable dogs for Search and 
Rescue. He and Riley were on duty from day one at the World 
Trade Center. It was very relevant and extremely “cool”.

Goldstock Donations
GRREAT is now accepting donations for Goldstock 

2009 — specifically for both the live and silent auctions. 
GRREAT has the opportunity to provide up to two items 
for the live auction. Generally, the live auction consists of  
original, unique, and/or high dollar pieces. Examples from 
last year include: handmade quilts, signed and framed prints 
and paintings, and a Golden Retriever water fountain. 

The silent auction is a wonderful mix of  everything 
imaginable! While predominately staying within the Gold-
en Retriever theme for the weekend, toys and general dog 
products are also included. Baskets with gift certificates 
donated from national chain restaurants make wonderful 
items to bid on, as do handcrafted items from talented art-
ists. While GRREAT is limited to the number of  auction 
bid forms we submit, we can combine items together into 
baskets so no donation is too small!

We have a volunteer in Maryland and a volunteer in 
Virginia that will take your donated items through Au-
gust 15, 2009. In Maryland, please email Sharon Meirose 
at merchandise@grreat.org; and in Virginia, please email 
Louise Davidson at secretary@grreat.org to coordinate 
drop off.  

Thank you for your GRREAT support!!

Phil and I were totally exhausted when we got home to our 
two other Goldens. Like a wonderful dream, Golden warmth and 
love enveloped us for weeks. The pictures were developed, with 
many sent to friends from camp, as promised. To this day, I review 
them fondly. A handsome Golden portrait, a prized purchase, still 
beckons me from my wall.

We will journal the escapades of  our fifth visit to share with 
you in September!
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Flower essences have been 
used for people and animals for 
many decades. Edward Bach, a 
British physician, developed a sys-
tem of  remedies made from the 
flowers of  38 different plants. The 
main principle underlying the use 
of  flower essences is that the state 
of  the mind can greatly influence 
the health of  the entire body. 
These remedies are useful for balancing the emotional states 
in animals. Flower essences are safe and effective when used 
responsibly. Combination remedies can be formulated to in-
dividually treat animals according to their unique imbalances. 
Consult a holistic veterinarian who uses flower essences to 
evaluate your pet’s needs. Flower essences can be used with 
conventional medicine, herbal medicine, and homeopathy.

The most common and well-known flower essence for-
mula is Rescue Remedy by Bach.  This remedy, as well as oth-
er flower essences, are used to effect by adding 2-4 drops to 
drinking water or directly to the gums of  the patient. For an 
acute situation where an immediate effect is desired (such as 
fear during a thunderstorm), the remedy can be repeated sev-
eral times (every 10 minutes) until the patient is relaxed. For a 
longer standing, more chronic emotional situation, the drops 
can be used 2-4 times daily until the desired effect is achieved, 
then used as needed.

Rescue Remedy is a combination of  five different flower 
essences:   

1. Impatiens will help calm the excitable dog. 

2. Clematis restores interest and alertness in the 
unresponsive, exhausted pet. 

3. Rock Rose is used for extreme fear, panic, and terror. 

4. Cherry Plum restores calmness and control in cases of  
fight or flight fear. 

5. Star of  Bethlehem is useful in all cases of  mental or 
physical shock.

Together these five essences make up this very effective 
remedy.  

Rescue Remedy is useful in stressful situations, such as 
veterinarian visits, grooming, a change in surroundings, dog 
shows, training sessions, and other fears. In my home, I use 
Rescue Remedy in the water for both the cats and dogs when 

I am introducing a new member to the household. I give it 
directly to two of  my dogs that become fearful during a loud 
thunderstorm. I also use it when we are traveling, moving, or 
having visitors stay with us. When Rescue Remedy is effective, 
it can have an immediate calming result.  Rescue Remedy can 
be useful after an injury, seizure, or in an emergency situation 
to help to calm the patient (and owner), until your pet can be 
seen by a professional.

Adopting a new family or going to a new foster home 
can be quite a change for any animal. Flower essences can 
be used to help a new pet adjust to the new surroundings. 
In addition to Rescue Remedy, other flower essences may be 
helpful in certain situations.  For the dog that seems sad and 
homesick, Honeysuckle should be added. Walnut is recom-
mended for adjustment in any period of  change. Wild Oat can 
be helpful when the pet seems to have lost his or her sense 
of  purpose. Mimulus is effective for the shy and timid animal. 
Gentian is useful for the animal that seems despondent due to 
the change.  Larch can help restore confidence. For cases of  
separation anxiety, often a mixture of  Rescue Remedy, Mimu-
lus, Walnut, and Larch is recommended.

Often pets are fostered or adopted into homes with other 
dogs or cats, or both. Besides Rescue Remedy or any of  the 
essences mentioned above, different remedies can help the 
new relationships in the household, not exclusively for the 
new member. If  there are dominance issues, Vine can be use-
ful to restore positive leadership qualities to a dominant bully, 
hopefully lessening any aggressive tendencies. Holly is recom-
mended for restoring tolerance if  an animal doesn’t seem to 
adjust well to being in the pack or may seem jealous of  the 
new member. Cats may start urinating inappropriately when 
their home is disrupted. Used appropriately, flower essences 
can help with these situations.

The most common emotional states seen in animals are 
fear, separation anxiety, and aggression. Often these states 
are a combination of  emotions that may require combination 
remedies. Sometimes it is difficult to interpret the cause of  
a pet’s anxiety and fear without an understanding of  animal 
behavior. A holistic veterinarian may be able to be more ob-
jective when evaluating your pet. Together, you, your holistic 
veterinarian, and flower essences can work to balance your 
pet emotionally. Being healthier emotionally leads to optimal 
health physically.

Pamela Grasso D.V.M., C.V.A. is a holistic veterinarian who 
practices in Ashburn, VA.  She combines conventional medicine with 
holistic modalities to treat your pet’s individual needs. Dr. Grasso is 
certified in Acupuncture. She also uses herbal medicine, homeopathy and 
Bach flower essences in her practice.

Bach Flower Essences 
By Pamela Grasso
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Members of  the Potomac Valley Golden Retriever Club, 
along with three members of  the Golden Retriever Club of  
America’s Field Education Committee, and a filming crew 
recently spent two full days showing all the good, and bad, 
points of  a Working Certificate (WC) / Working Certificate 
Excellent (WCX) test. Highly trained dogs, exuberant young 
dogs, and white faced veterans all had fun doing what they 
were born to do—retrieve birds.

Our producer, Jim Miller, started Saturday off  telling 
club members that we would NOT be filming a WC/WCX. 
Instead, we would be filming 600, 3-5 second shots of  what 
happens in a WC/WCX. The handlers, workers and dogs 
were so patient. It truly was like a movie set when they called 
“quiet on the set”, “camera ready?”, “talent ready?”, “roll 
camera” and “action!” There were takes and retakes — wait-
ing for the background noise of  a train to pass, a neighbor’s 
lawn mower to finish, etc. We had to make sure no logos were 
visible; Coke cans, Dunkin’ Donuts coffee cups and even la-
bels on water bottles had to be removed.

It was extremely tedious and the people and dogs had a 

lot of  waiting around, but everyone was very cooperative and 
understanding. When the scaffolding had to be moved, sev-
eral volunteers stepped forward to do so. When we needed a 
gallery scene, the chairs were filled, complete with fake show 
catalogs. When we needed a “bad” dog to misbehave while 
honoring (watching another dog work) in the WCX, we had 
a dog come forward. When we needed a handicapped han-
dler, we had a wonderful deaf  gentleman step up to the plate. 
The Goldens attending were just as happy working for other 
people when needed as well!

There were many laughs during the two days. Everyone 
learned a lot about what it takes to make a 30-45 minute film. 
I am sure all who participated learned a lot of  what Holly-
wood is like, as the comments were, “I would never do this 
for a living!”

I am thankful for all of  the volunteers beginning with 
the Field Education Committee, the PVGRC members and 
their dogs, and for the lovely setting at Sue and Rodger Arm-
strongs’ home. I couldn’t have asked for more.

Hollywood Comes to the Potomac Valley Golden Retriever 
by Bob Kurtz with special guest columnist, Ann Strathern, Potomac Valley Golden Retriever Club

This is my first article as GRREAT’s new Microchip 
Coordinator. I’d like to begin by expressing my apprecia-
tion to Bob Kurtz for his expertise, guidance and tutelage. 
I’ve had the pleasure of  working with Bob at a number of  
GRREAT Adoption Days. While Bob decided to give up 
the day-to-day duties of  the Microchip Coordinator, I’m 
pleased that he will continue on as a microchipper.

Very early in my new position as Microchip Coordi-
nator, I experienced firsthand the benefits of  getting all 
GRREAT foster dogs microchipped promptly after they 
come into the rescue. On May 29, one of  our GRREAT 
foster dogs did her best Houdini impersonation and es-
caped from her foster family’s home while no one was 
home with her. Luckily, before our “jailbird” had time to 
get into trouble—or worse yet, get injured—a neighbor 
found her and took her into his home.    Because her foster 
mom had gotten her microchipped shortly after she came 
into GRREAT and kept the GRREAT tag and blue AVID 
tag on her collar, our Good Samaritan was able to call the 

GRREAT phone number on the tag and provide the chip 
number on the blue AVID tag. Based on the chip num-
ber, GRREAT was able to quickly identify the dog, contact 
the foster home and let them know that the dog had been 
found. Since they had yet to return home, they didn’t realize 
that the dog had gotten out!

This is one of  those stories with a happy ending; the 
foster dog was soon safe and sound, back with her fos-
ter family. In this case, the chip didn’t even have to be 
scanned! 

Even though the chip number was essential in GRREAT 
identifying the dog quickly, it shows how important it is to 
have legible, up-to-date information on the collars of  all 
your pets! If  you’re a foster family whose foster dog hasn’t 
been chipped yet, please contact me at microchip@grreat.
org and I’ll make arrangements to pair you up with one 
of  our microchippers.  Non-GRREAT dogs can also be 
chipped for a fee of  $35.

The Importance of Microchipping 
by Jeff  Twining
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Amazing Animal Instincts 
by Skip Nizer

My schedule lately has been a rush! From Monday to Sat-
urday, I put in about 90 hours and have to work my regular 
12.5 hour shift on Sunday. Recently, we performed crowd con-
trol, safety zone and security for the Blue Angels rehearsal and 
show; security for the Secretary of  the Navy and a few days 
later, for the President… and about 20 other things. And as a 
dog person, the most amazing thing is that I have not come 
home to a wet floor! I don’t know how my dogs do it. I leave 
the house as early as 3:45AM and return as late as 7:30PM, 
and I can’t remember how many times I went!

Do they sense that I am under pressure, or that I am 
working extra hours and days? Do they feel sorry for me and 
try extra hard to hold out? I do know that they are REALLY 
HAPPY TO SEE ME COME HOME AND LET THEM 
OUT. Sunday night, I sat in the lazy boy and Scout came up 
to me and gently laid his front legs across my lap. He didn’t 
want to play; he just wanted to be close for a while. Deb must 
have felt sorry for him because when I woke up in bed, he was 
tight up against me.

How much do dogs sense things? Toby (not a Golden) 
is ready to take on anyone who knocks on the door. Yet he 
guards my 15-month old grandson, and lets him pet him and 
take away his toys. I remember a long time ago when one of  
the guys in my unit got a sad letter from home and just wanted 
alone time. Sam (Samantha, our adopted dog in Nam) walked 
over to him, stared at him and then laid her head on his leg. It 
was only a few seconds before “Bomber” scratched her head 
and then hugged her. Sam stayed at his side all day.

Scout gets excited when he sees me get my hunting gear 
out — then hides when I get his leash. He loves to hunt, but 
doesn’t like riding in a vehicle unless Toby goes, too. I believe 
that Scout was a bird in another life because as we were pack-
ing for our flight, he got into the suitcase and didn’t want to 
get out of  it! Or maybe he just didn’t want us to leave.

I got to meet a Bernese Mountain dog two years ago that 
would shy away from anyone not in her family. When some-
one approached, she would walk away at least 10 feet. I even 
tried to bribe her with food. But when anyone approached 
the young, autistic boy in the family, she would stand between 
them and hold her ground until the child’s mother said it was 
okay. The mother told me that she had not trained the dog to 
do that and that she only did it for him — never for the other 
two children.

When you take the time to watch your dog, or any animal, 
you can see some amazing things that they do and a display of  
compassion that we wish all humans had inside of  them!

As I write this, Toby is under the desk by my feet and 
Scout is lying beside me. They are displaying their affection 
for me by just being close. They came into the office quietly 

and until I moved my chair slightly, I didn’t even know that 
they were there. I wonder how many other times I didn’t no-
tice that they care. Maybe we should take a little time to notice 
these special members of  our family?

Don’t forget to pet your dog!

It’s a GRREAT Day for a Walk!
Planning is underway for this year’s Sixth Annual GRREAT 

3K Walk and we can’t do it without you. By the end of  May, 
GRREAT had taken in more than 115 dogs and the number is 
only going to sharply increase as we go through the summer. 
GRREAT is stretched beyond its seams with the number of  
dogs coming into the rescue and the never ending veterinary 
costs for each dog. The total amount spent on veterinary ex-
penses as of  May 2009 is $184,560 and the average cost per 
dog that comes into GRREAT is approximately $550. As you 
probably know by reading information on GRREAT, we also 
take in a lot of  medically challenged Golden Retrievers. In or-
der to raise money for our faithful friends, GRREAT organiz-
es events such as the 3K Walk. We need your help to maintain 
our commitment to the cause, so please consider becoming a 
sponsor for the walk.

The following sponsorship options are available:
 
RESCUE ANGEL: $500 or more:  Your name or com-

pany name and logo will be listed prominently on the event 
T-shirt to be given to all participants. Plus, you are invited to 
have a table at our event that you can use to raise awareness of  
your products and/or services. 

RESCUE PARTNER: $300: Your name or company 
name and logo will be listed on the event T-shirt.

FRIEND OF RESCUE: $100: Your name or company 
name will be listed on the event T-shirt.

DONATE DOOR PRIZE: We welcome any items you 
can donate (gift cards, etc.) that can be awarded as door prizes. 

The sponsorship information will also be listed on our 
flier, website, and newsletter, and will be included in all other 
publicity for this event. 

This year, the walk will be held on Saturday, October 31 
at Weber’s Pet Supermarket , 11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax, Vir-
ginia.

If  you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please email 
events@grreat.org or call Carolyn Beyer at 703-254-4843 no 
later than September 25, 2009.
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Dear Janet, 
  I am having trouble getting my Golden, Lucy, to stay in a sit-stay. I 
know that she understands stay, but when I practice with her, I tell her to 
sit and stay, then walk away, turn to face her and call her to come. She 
often gets up and comes to me before I call her, so I tell her no and put 
her back in the same place and try again. Sometimes we go through this 
routine 2 or 3 times before she finally gets it right, and I praise her. Also, 
sometimes when I call her from her sit-stay, instead of  coming to me, she 
hunches down in place and won¹t look at me. Please help. G.H.

Dear G.H., 
  Lucy is confused. From her point of  view, when you leave her in 
a sit-stay, then call her, she’s not getting rewarded for staying, but she 
is getting rewarded for coming to you. She knows that you want her to 
come to you and that coming to you makes you happy, so she’s antici-
pating your command in an attempt to please. Usually we reward dogs 
who anticipate. For example, if  you always ask Lucy to sit before you 
feed her, if  she sits when she sees the bowl but before you’ve actually 
said sit, you praise her a lot and are very impressed by how smart she 
is.  
  In the case of  the sit-stay followed by calling her, however, you’re 
unhappy with Lucy for anticipating, and are letting her know of  your 
displeasure by telling her no. When she’s crouching down and avoiding 
eye contact, she’s telling you that she’s confused and stressed. She’s dis-
playing submissive body language to appease you, but not coming when 
called because from her perspective, she’s been corrected for coming to you 
under the same circumstance, so now she does not know what to do. 
  To help Lucy through her confusion, separate sit-stay from “come”. 
When you tell Lucy to sit-stay, walk away from her but don’t call her. 
Instead, return to her and praise her for staying. Then release her with 
your usual release word. Gradually make the stay more difficult by 
adding more time, distance or distraction. She’s now being consistently 
rewarded for obeying sit-stay. 
  Work on “come” when she’s not in a stay. For example, if  she’s in 
the backyard occupied by a great smell or if  she’s looking out your front 
window, call her to you, reward her for coming and let her go back to 
what she was previously doing. You’re now rewarding her for coming. 
Also, consider that in real life you don¹t actually need Lucy to respond 
to “come” out of  a sit-stay. If  she’s running toward the road you need 
to be able to call her and have her turn around and come to you. If  
she’s already crossed the road, you need to be able to tell her to sit on 
the other side and stay in place while you cross the road to get to her. In 
these situations, you need Lucy to understand what you are asking her 
to do and to respond to your commands with confidence. Changing the 
way you are practicing with Lucy will help her to understand what you 
want and will make your practice sessions more realistic, enjoyable, and 
successful for you both.

Janet McMillan is the owner of  Best Behaved Dogs, providing in-home 
obedience and behavior modification to dogs and their families.  If  you 
have a question for Janet for this column, or would like more information 
on her services, please contact her at janet@bestbehaveddogs.com or visit 
her website at www.bestbehaveddogs.com 

Canines and Cocktails 
On Friday, April 24th, Paws Pet Boutique in Annapolis 

teamed up with Loew’s Hotel (pet-friendly) to sponsor Ca-
nines and Cocktails.  It was an enjoyable evening, as you can 
see from the pictures:
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Volunteer Corner Highlight - Foster Homes
GRREAT could not exist without our wonderful, dedi-

cated Foster Homes. Erin Ledbetter, our Foster Home Co-
ordinator, arranges foster homes for all of  the GRREAT 
Goldens that come into the rescue. Sometimes this is a 
daunting task especially when we have so many dogs com-
ing in with health issues. There are times when we do not 
have an available foster home appropriate for the dog, or the 
foster homes that are available may not be able to take the 
age or gender because of  their own special circumstances. 
In most cases, a foster home is found and the Golden is on 
their way to their forever home.

GRREAT is always in need of  foster homes, we can’t 
have too many. We need families that are willing to take dogs 
that have medical issues, need a single story home, and need 
hospice care. Temporary foster homes are needed when our 
foster homes go on vacation or for other short term situa-

tions. Most foster home volunteers have heard the question, 
“Isn’t it difficult to give them up, don’t you want to keep 
them all?” My answer is, “There is nothing more rewarding 
than seeing your foster Golden choose their forever home 
and making that family complete.” As the foster parent, you 
see it in your foster’s eyes when they make that connection 
with their forever family. Please visit our website for more 
information about fostering, www.grreat.org/foster.htm. 
If  you feel you would like to foster, please email Denise at 
becomeafosterhome@grreat.org.

We would like to acknowledge and thank our 2009 Fos-
ter Homes. Each one of  the following foster home volun-
teers has shared their home and love with one or more of  
our GRREAT Goldens this year. The names with asterisks 
beside them have fostered more than one GRREAT Golden 
in 2009.

Barbara Akst*
Charles Alton and Judith Omslaer*
Josee and Tim Arel
Peter and Rachel Bagnulo*
Deborah and Jared Bakalich*
Chris Bales
Judy and Steve Barker
Michelle Beauchamp*
Steve Bergstrom
Dianne Blackwell
Amanda and Dean Blankenship
Stan and Sally Bowser*
Barbara Boyd
Lois and Rick Briggs
Jan Brown*
Scott and Frederike Butler
Donna Cain
Vicki and Michael Charikofsky
Lesleigh Cook
Miranda Craige
Alan and Mollie Dickerson*
Amy Donovan and Tom O’Toole
Jennifer Dowling & 
 Stephen Martin*
Stacy and John Duffy
Kelly and Stuart Ellington*
Greg Ettleman
Harry and Anna Fink
John and Cindy Flynn
Nancy Forest*
Julie and Bill Gale
Mary Ann and Ted Gilkey
Mary Ginn*
Lynne Glennon*
Patrick Godek and Ashlie Menard

Lona Gordon
Lisa Hecker
John and Diane Hein*
Greg and Susan Hero
Karol and Bob Hickman*
Heather and Matt Hiserman
Becky and Paul Hoeft*
Rebecca and Art Hotop
Viviana Hurtado
Carol Johnson & John McGowan*
Cindy Jones*
Fran and Phil Karsner
Lynette and Robert Kaufmann*
Catherine and Kevin Kearney*
Thia and Tae Kim
Jennifer and Anthony King*
Lauren Kivlighan
Jean and Tom Klinger
Lynda and Bob Lake
Jane Landis*
Diane Lanigan*
Erin and Eric Lassen
Marie Lavallee
Erin and Jeremy Ledbetter*
Amy and Brent Lenz
James and Susan Leonard
Michelle Livengood*
Jan Livingston and Al Curtis*
Clif  and Tammy MacDonald
Cindy Mann and Steve Savner
Mary Ann McFarland & 
 Stephen Soderberg
Jane Medico
Colleen Minder
Carol Moore

Doris Morin
Mac and Trudy Ogilvie
Kay Ovington & Stephanie Locket
Abby and Steve Owen
Becki Pendell
Emily Porter*
Jessie Robinson*
Amy and Jody Rohde
Charlene Romlein*
Helen Romm
Greg Russell
Hannah Salvatore &  

 Michael Oliver*
Corrine Sandefer
Linda Scher
Eric and Sue Schryer
Carey and Mike Schultz*
Cheryl and Robert Simpson
Jessica and Andrija Skopac*
Dennis and Judy Smith
Martha and Tom Smith
Rene Sollod
Andrey Stavitskiy
Shirley McVicker
Bob Taylor
Linda and Ethan Treese
Martha Vanlandingham
Jan and Marty White*
Michelle and Mark White
Kim Wiff*
Laura and Scott Wiles
Chris and Steve Williams
Wes and Dana Willimas
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44 Days is the story that could be titled, Bringing Cin-
namon Home. It was truly written from the heart! I dare you 
to read it all the way though with dry eyes! The fact that we 
know how it ends does not detract one iota from the tell-
ing of  the tale. We know Cinnamon makes it home to the 
United States, and we also know how long it takes her, but 
only by reading 44 Days will you find out what this scrappy 
little puppy went through on her way home.

Ah, the suspense! Can you imagine your “heart dog” 
being abandoned (not by you!), stranded and missing 7,000 
miles away from home in a foreign country that is not es-
pecially dog-friendly? Can you imagine entrusting her to 
someone to escort her home to the States, who then “gave 
her away” to who knows who—perhaps ending up alone 
without food or water or shelter or companionship and not 
speaking the language? Can you imagine trying to find her 
via the Internet? And then succeeding?

When I was asked to review this book, of  course I said 
yes, but immediately regretted it and awaited its arrival with 
dread and foreboding. I thought it would be too hard for me 
since I could not even read From Baghdad With Love, which 
was about a totally different country (Iraq). I had just re-
turned from a long and bittersweet deployment to Kanda-
har myself  and my roommate, a Navy Reserve Lieutenant 
Commander like Mark Feffer, tried to bring her Shir Zai dog 
home as well. In addition, Mark lives in the county next to 
mine in Maryland and, in 2001, I had met Terri Crisp of  
United Animal Nation/Noah’s Wish/Operation Baghdad 
Pups, who played a small but crucial role in the “Saga of  
Cinnamon.” The military is indeed a Lilliputian world.

This is a story about not giving up. It is almost too amaz-
ing to be true, so would you consider it more believable if  
I vouched for the reality of  the descriptions and photos in 
44 Days?

44 Days was written by Christine Sullivan, a Vermonter 
who lived through the trials and tribulations of  bringing Cin-
namon home. She is Mark’s sister and played the major role 
in the epic saga that I can envision being made into a movie! 
I would also like to see an abridged version in Reader’s Digest 
or Ladies’ Home Journal — the book, with all its redundancies, 
might make a magnificent short story.

The cover is rivet-
ing! An American flag 
in the background, 
two US sailors (you 
can tell these are the 
current Navy uni-
forms not Army uni-
forms) facing each 
other (one is saluting 
the other—or maybe 
they are saluting each 
other—and I assume 
one is Mark), barbed 
wire atop a fence, and 
the most remarkable 
photo of  a puppy you 
may ever see. Even the pebbles on the ground are typical 
ground cover, though emphasizing the barbed wire seemed 
overdoing it a tad bit. And each chapter heading is a set of  
dog tags with a paw print.

Too few books have acceptable maps but 44 Days is one 
of  the exceptions! I, too, flew into Turkey and Bishkek, Kyr-
gyzstan, in searing hot July weather, then on to Kabul and 
Kandahar. I, too, went to Shir Zai, the small US Navy FOB 
(forward operating base). The two sections full of  photos I 
could have taken — from the pallet of  water bottle boxes 
to the portable heaters. Even the outside porch and building 
behind it on Manas Air Base (Kyrgyzstan) is typical all over 
the southern Afghanistan desert. We generally did not wear 
our hats inside, however, and had cement floors rather than 
nice wooden floors.

44 Days is self-published and a portion of  the proceeds 
are donated to help care for animals in need, including help-
ing other soldiers bring their mascots home. The book can 
be ordered at www.44-days.com. (802-644-8197, ISBN-13: 
978-0615195452, ASIN: 0615195458, $24.95)

Skye Anderson has recently returned from a deployment to Af-
ghanistan. She teaches Pet First Aid, Canine Massage and Good Dog 
Manners and can be reached at skyebird48@hotmail.com

44 Days Out of Kandahar—The Amazing Journey of a 
Missing Military Puppy and the Desperate Search to Find Her 
by Christine Sullivan

 
© 2007, 214 pages, published by New Hope for Animals of  Cambridge, VT  
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Saturday, July 11, 2009 
Noon until 2 p.m.  
Petco - Germantown  
12960 Middlebrook Road #520A  
Germantown, Maryland 20874

Saturday, August 1, 2009 
Noon until 2 p.m.  
Weber’s - Chantilly 
14508G Lee Road 
Chantilly, Virginia 20151

Saturday, September 5, 2009 
Noon until 2 p.m.  
Petco - Bel Air  
615 Belair Road, Suite P 
Bel Air, Maryland 21014

Saturday, October 3, 2009 
Noon until 2 p.m.  
Petco - Alexandria 
6612 Richmond Highway 
Alexandria, Virginia 22306

Saturday, November 7, 2009 
Noon until 2 p.m.  
Petco - Annapolis 
2319-D Forest Drive 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Saturday, December 5, 2009  
Noon until 2 p.m.  
Petco - Dale City 
4167 Chelshire Station Plaza 
Dale City, Virginia 22193

GRREAT Adoption Days

Adoption Report
Name  #          Age  Sex

Toro  08-176  1  M
Riley 08-224   4  F
Sandy 09-012  6  F
Hannah 09-060   13  F
Gallagher 09-062   2  M
Emma 09-065  5  F
Ruby 09-070   2  F
Casey 09-100   5  M
Duke 09-025   8  M
Moose 09-053   1  M
Rusty  09-055   1  M
Nova  09-059   2  M
Hamlet 09-082   4  M
Phoebe 09-087   7  F
Goldie  09-099  8  F
Summer 09-013   10mo  F

 Dexter  09-031  2 M
 Jake 09-052   2 M 
 Ginger  09-064   3 F
 Lucky 09-073   1 F
 Marley 09-074   1 M
 Shocker 09-079   2 M
 Jason 01-137   9 M
 Connor 07-081   5 M
 Angus 09-015  6 M
 Zeus 09-020  1 M
 Quigley 09-021  1 M
 Sully 09-041   1 M
 Dixie 09-042  9 F
 Nomar 09-050  7 M
 Dixie 09-066  2 F 
 Lucy 09-069  8 F 
 Maddie 09-072  3 F 

Name #          Age Sex
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With the exception of  holiday weekends, GRREAT holds 
an Adoption Day on the first Saturday of  each month. During 
the months with a holiday that falls on that first weekend, the 
Adoption Day is scheduled the week before or the week after. 
The Adoption Days alternate between Maryland and Virginia 
Petco locations. Jessica Robinson, GRREAT’s Adoption Co-
ordinator, loads up her car with everything needed to make 
the Adoption Day a success, and away she goes to the location 
for that month.  

We need a large number of  volunteers to make these days 
run as smoothly as possible and the Adoption Days would not 
be possible without them. We have had six Adoption Days in 
2009 at local Petcos, and we would like to thank the volunteers 
that helped to make these a success.

In addition, I would like to personally thank Lucinda 
Twining and Lona Gordon who assist me by being the Adop-
tion Day Team Leaders if  I’m unavailable for a Virginia Adop-
tion Day. The Team Leader makes sure the volunteers know 
what duties they are assigned. They answer any questions that 
the volunteers have and basically are there to help wherever 
and whenever needed. 

If  you would like to volunteer for an Adoption Day or 
any other event, please email volunteer@grreat.org.   

Volunteer Highlight -  
    Adoption Day Volunteers

Barb Akst
Jessica Azzarano
Barb Boyd
Carolyn Beyer
Dee Brown
Steve Bergstrom
M  Beavers
Lisa Cook
Jack Cook
Marisa Cook
Karen Duteil
Kim Dawson
Geri Dolan
Sue Erbele
Jim Eurice
Vicki Eurice
Kirsten Enzinger
Nancy Forest
Robin Forester
Doreen Ford
Lynne Glennon
Julie Gail
Lona Gordon
Rebecca Hotop
Robin Heineke
Cathy Kearney

Kevin Kearney
Joan Lynch
Glen MacDonald
Carol Moore
Laura Panagoulis
George Panagoulis
Joyce Parken
Becki Pendell
Jessica Robinson
Robin Robinson
Jessica Rohe
Stella Rineer
Al Rudmann
Connie Swanson
John Swanson
Dawn Senavitis
Jessica Skopac
Andrija Skopac
Catherine Stewart
Susannah Tully
Carol Taylor
Wendy Thomas
Jeff  Twining
Lucinda Twining
Bob Wood



MAIL BOX
In Memory of Mason

Please accept our donation in memory 
of  Mason (05-036). 

He came into our lives when we adopt-
ed him from Kim Wiff  and GRREAT 
back in May of  2005. We guessed at his 
then at about 10. and we knew we would 
only have him for a short time. Jean and I 
hope we made his last four years enjoyable 
and fun.
 He was a sweet and loving dog, despite 
what he might have been through when Kim 
first took him into GRREAT from the 
Prince William Shelter. He fit into our 
pack easily and was the ambassador at our 
local dog park. In spite of  his advancing 
arthritis, he always made an effort to play 
and chase tennis balls with the other big 
dogs. In the evenings he would put his head 
on your lap, patiently asking to be petted.  
 This is nothing new to all the wonder-
ful volunteers at GRREAT. Sometimes 
we don’t know the background of  
our dogs, but they forgive and adapt 
so easily and readily that we wonder 
if  we deserve their love and loyalty. 
Thank you for all you do for this wonder-
ful breed.

        - Milan and Jean Shepherd
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Donations
Thank You for  
Your Donations
Jeffrey Balenson

Rose Bayat

Evelyn Beall

Kevin and Diane Duvall

George Gluck

Leon Guerrero and Sandra Rutan

Helen Malone and Jane Martin

Brenda Pascal

Eileen Powers and Fred Delavan

Vadim and Patricia Smirnoff

Lauren Susinno

Ronald Watkins and Cathleen 
Shannon

Caryn and Warren Wick

Wes and Dana Williams

Please accept this donation in mem-
ory of  Jake, a Golden Retriever who 
celebrated his fourteenth birthday in 
early March and died on March16. 
I was his dog walker for about 5 
years and he taught me what a spe-
cial breed a Golden is. I now have 
two Goldens–one is Jake’s nephew. 
He was loved by Barbara and Dan 
Furmaneck. I will miss him. - Al and 
Sylvia Glaser

In memory of  Casey Girl, a true 
Golden girl. - Jeanne O’Donoghue

In memory of  “Lucy” Collins. - 
Cathleen Hirshorn

In loving memory of  Nina and 
Jessica. - David Walman

In memory of  our GRREAT dogs 
Casey (95-084) and Sundance (95-
085) and our first Golden, Cognac. 
- Rick Stevens and Julie Palais

In memory of  Hamlet (00-183). - 
Terry Santos 

In memory of  Mason – Milan and 
Jean Shepherd – please see page 15 for 
memorial and picture.

Please find enclosed a donation in 
memory of  my lab mix, Troop. He 
always loved playing with Golden 
Retrievers. For many years I have 
enjoyed reading your magazine 
knowing that there will be many 
playmates for Troop when he gets 
to the Rainbow Bridge. He made 
that journey in March 2009. We miss 
him tremendously and think of  him 
everyday. He was truly a dog who 
will live in out hearts forever. - Mary 
Portelly

This donation is in memory of  our 
girl, Shelby (03-209), who went to 
the Rainbow Bridge on May 7, 2009. 
Everyone who met Shelby fell in love 
with her sweet face and her gentle 
way. After spending just a moment 
with Shelby, even a stranger could 
see the joy she felt with everything 
and everyone around her. She was so 
special and we could not have loved 
her more than if  we’d had her since 
the day she was born. We miss her so 
much and forever. - Mary and Ken 
Collings

To Mom on Mother’s Day: Thank 
you so much for all your love and 
support over the years. I have donat-
ed money to GRREAT in memory 
of  our beloved, Sandy. You truly 
gave her a great life and every-
thing she could have ever wanted! 
- Gregory Schwan

In Memory of  Roscoe. Owned 
and Loved by Marjean Apland. - 
Kimberly Copenhaver (Whiskers, 
Wags, and Walks)

In memory of  Oz (09-056). This 
donation is in memory of  Oz, a 
VERY special foster dog. On the day 
he arrived at my house at the end of  
March, he came right in and made 
himself  a part of  the human, canine, 
and feline family. He didn’t do any of  
the usual pacing, searching around, 
or acting like he didn’t know what 
had happened to him. It was if  he 
had put the last 9 years behind him 
and was ready to move on. Somehow 
he knew he would never again be left 
outside or crated through the night. 
Unfortunately his life ended far too 
soon. His 6 weeks living with me 
ended at the Annapolis Adoption 
Day in May. He charmed Greg and 
Jan, the foster parents next to us, 
and went home with Jan that day. 
He was only with them for 10 short 
days when his time on Earth came 
to an end. I know there is an angel 
at The Bridge with a tired arm and 
a slimy tennis ball at his feet. Thank 
you Ozzie for being a part of  my life.  
Thank you Greg and Jan for being a 
part of  Oz’s life. - Lynne Glennon, 
Hannah and Clark

In Memory Of...
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In loving memory of  my first Golden 
loves, Willie and Winston. - Felicia 
Barlow

Please accept the enclosed donation 
in memory of  Oz (09-056). This 9½ 
year old was truly a wizard in that 
he won my love in the single week 
we had together before cancer sent 
him to the Rainbow Bridge. - Greg 
Russell 

In memory of  our beloved Belle 
Bock (02-046) who provided us with 
so much love and silliness and was 
a great sister to her Golden broth-
er, Sam.  Now they are reunited 
at the Rainbow Bridge! This could 
go to ANY fund, as Belle looked 
like Finale and received acupunc-
ture; Sam was treated by Dr. Kocen; 
both had health problems that make 
the Leo Fund dear to our hearts; 
but the “general fund” will benefit 
RESCUED GOLDENS which will 
ALWAYS hold a big place in our 
hearts. - Love, Dog Mom & Dog 
Dad, Kathleen Bock

This donation is in memory of  Bailey 
Wilson. He belonged to Rick and 
Carol Wilson and was an adorable 
neighbor. We will miss him. - Peg 
McClelland

In honor of  Bob and Karol Hickman 
for fostering GRREAT dogs. - Patrice 
and John Scanlon

Please accept this donation in honor 
of  Lindy…a wonderful dog and 
wonderful friend. - Alan Stillman

Please accept the enclosed dona-
tion to GRREAT in honor of  our 
dear friend and fellow dog-lover, 
Kay Stanley, on the occasion of  a 
very special birthday. - Ken and Lisa 
Funk

In honor of  Peaches 05-140. A little 
dog with an indomitable spirit and a 
zest for life that completely eclipses 
the overwhelming physical challenges 
she faces everyday. She is an inspira-
tion and so, so easy to love. - Jessie 
Robinson

In honor of  Sonny and Jake. To 
thank the wonderful family who took 
them in as their own 5 years ago. - 
Stephanie Emmert

In honor of  Al Glaser’s special birth-
day. - Judy and Gil Beiser

In honor of  Shelby and Ken and 
Mary Collings. - Gay Schonbrunn

In honor of  Miss Sissy. - Diane 
Lanigan

In honor of  Mr. Alan Glaser, on his 
70th Birthday. - Sara Blackner and 
Henry Antonio

Emergency care for Gomer (09-032). 
- John McGowan and Carol Johnson 

Vet supplies for Tucker (09-049). - 
Amanda Blankenship

We have great concern for your 
status in these financial downward 
times. Please let me know how you 
are managing. We are saddened that 
our dear Sassy has a perianal gland 
carcinoma. She had a surgery and is 
on chemotherapy. Kodi is pulling for 
her. Kodi is 12 and Sassy 10. - Jim 
and Ginny Hayes  

From Kathi Stanhope. She sews on 
Girl Scout badges and in return, 
the recipient makes a donation to 
GRREAT. - Gayle Armstrong and 
Guy Montgomery

Thanks for giving me Maddie; she 
will be 5 this year. Everyone loves 
Maddie. - Mildred Fink

Dedicated to Amber. -Sheila and Al 
Vertino

Jake (09-081).  Thank you for all that 
you do! - Faye Fink

Thank you for getting Golden 
Retriever Jake (09-081) from the 
shelter. - Kim M. Monocchi

To thank everyone for all your hard 
work! - Betty Van Dyke 

I’d like to make a donation to 
GRREAT for whatever is needed. 
To thank Olivia McDonough. - Jan 
and Jack Clark

A contribution was made in celebra-
tion of  Alan Glaser’s 70th Birthday. 
- Helene Fritschi

For Leslie Sachlis. - Bonnie Bochert 
and the John Marshall Library

 

In Memory Of...

In Honor Of...

To Help With Costs...

For Other Reasons...

(continued on page 18)
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Capital One Associates Political Fund Match Program – to 
match donation from Sharon and David Johnson 

Pet-O-Bed – donation for products that were sold and 
credited to GRREAT

Giving Express from American Express – on behalf  of  
Eileen Bennett

Rescue First at Dogstuff/Source Menagerie – donation for 
products that were sold and credited to GRREAT and an 
additional gift from the Special Rescue Fund

Fannie Mae Matching Gift – to match donation from Lori 
B. Summers

iGive.com – percentage of  purchase costs made online

Loews Annapolis Hotel – donation from proceeds of  bev-
erage purchases made at Canine and Cocktails events

America’s Charities – on behalf  of  Judy and Steve Daner

America’s Charities – on behalf  of  Linda and Craig 
Wensley

Memorials can be seen at www.grreat.org/foreverfriends  
 
For Big Mack (02-028) and Maverick - Tom and Becky 
Rigsbee

In honor of  Merckx - Jennifer and Jim Dougherty

In honor of  Brady - Kay and Dave Larson 

For Casey - Robert Dowling

To honor Shelby (03-209). - Louise Davidson

For Rudi (97-175). - Martin Robinson

For Ross - Amanda Dice

Corporate Giving

Forever Friends Fund

GRREAT operates two funds for dogs with special needs. The Leo 
Fund provides surgical care for dogs in need and the Simile-Finale Fund 
provides holistic and alternative therapies (e.g., acupuncture, swim ther-
apy, etc.) for special Goldens. To support these funds, make the selection 
on the online donation page or mention the fund in a letter with your 
contribution by mail. Thank you!

Leo’s Pals (up to $99)   
 
Please accept this donation to the Leo Fund in memory of  
Cloris Wood. Cloris was the beloved companion to Ann 
Wood, a dear friend. We loved her and will miss her. 

- Martha VanLandingham    

I would like to make a donation in honor of  my sister, 
Donna Stillwell. She is a “grreat” person in her own right 
and has asked that I make a donation for her birthday in 
lieu of  any presents. Her only request was that the donation 
be used for “special needs dogs, older dogs or dogs with 
health problems.” Thank you for the wonderful work you 
do everyday to help these wonderful animals.

 - Elizabeth Douglass 

Leo’s Angels ($100-499) 
 
For Polar Bear and Chassidy. 

- Joe O’Neill and Walt Atha 

In memory of  Shelby who was given a wonderful life, filled 
with caring and love.  Thank you Mary and Ken Collings for 
always being there for Shelby! 

- Robin and Steve Heinecke

  

Leo’s Corner

Simile-Finale Fund
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HERE’S A DONATION
  I’d like to make a donation to GRREAT for  

_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________

  In honor of  
______________________________________

  In memory of  
______________________________________

  To thank  
_______________________________________ 
 
All donations are tax deductible and are gratefully 
acknowledged in GRREAT News.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
 New Member   Renewal 

Name ___________________________________

Address __________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

 Mark here if  this is an address or name change

Phone ( ________)________________________

E-mail Address____________________________

Mark as many as applicable:

 I am enclosing $30 for my 2009 membership dues.

 I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $______.

 I am interested in becoming a GRREAT Volunteer.  

        (Please fill out and return Volunteer form as well).

  I am interested in donating the following services  

or supplies to GRREAT:  

______________________________________
______________________________________

Checks should be made payable to GRREAT.  
Please mail forms with your contribution to:  

GRREAT, P.O. Box 3069, Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please complete this form to volunteer. Return to:

GRREAT
Attention: Volunteer Coordinator

P.O. Box 3069
Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

Name ___________________________________________

Street ____________________________________________

City, State, Zip_____________________________________

Email Address ____________________________________

Home Phone (_______)_____________________________

Cell Phone  (_______)_____________________________

Work Phone (_______)______________________________

OK to call at work?  Yes   No

Please indicate any area of  interest. 

The appropriate GRREAT Coordinator will contact you for 
more information.

_____ Become a foster home for GRREAT dogs

_____ Help at Adoption Events, Education Events,
          Fundraisers & Micro Chipping Clinics 
 
_____  Transport GRREAT dogs (to/from vet,  

animal shelter, etc.)

_____ Perform home visits for potential adopters prior to  
          adoption

_____ Additional Information or Comments: 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

This form can be filled out on-line at www.grreat.org.
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GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE EDUCATION AND TRAINING, INC.
P.O. Box 3069
Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
WOODBRIDGE, VA
PERMIT NO. 2773

GRREAT Calendar of Events

July
26 Wags ‘N’ Whiskers; Noon until 3pm; Barracks Road Shopping Center, 1117 Emmet St., Charlottesville, VA

 
October
10 Dogfest 2009; 10am until 4:30pm; Shawan Downs, 1401 Shawan Rd., Cockeysville, MD

31 GRREAT Annual 3K Walk; begins at 10am; Weber’s Pet Supermarket; 11021 Lee Hwy, Fairfax, VA 

See page 14 for GRREAT Adoption Days and locations!

There is a rescue for Golden Retrievers?   It is this question that people ask when they see GRREAT’s booth at one of  the numerous events the rescue participates in.  
When people find out that GRREAT takes in about 250 dogs every year, you can see the shock and amazement on their faces and in their voices when they state that 
Golden Retrievers are such good dogs why, would anyone give them up?  It is because of  comments such as these that GRREAT attends events to help educate the public 
on the need for rescue and on the Golden Retriever breed.  GRREAT is always looking for and in need of  committed volunteers who wish to give some of  their time to 
attend events.   For a list of  upcoming events go to www.grreat.org/calendar.htm. For more information on any event, please email events@grreat.org and if  you wish to 
volunteer at any event, please email volunteer@grreat.org.  


