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If  you look up indomitable in the dic-
tionary, you’ll see the following defi nition: 
“Incapable of  being overcome, subdued, or 
vanquished; unconquerable.” And you just 
might see a picture of  Stevie.

Stevie came to GRREAT in November 
2008 as a very small, 9 week old puppy. She 
and her littermates, along with their mother, 
were dumped at a shelter when the puppies 
were only a few weeks old. One by one, all 
were adopted except for Stevie. She was obvi-
ously the runt of  the litter, but that wasn’t the 
problem. No one wanted Stevie because she 
had been born blind. 

When the shelter realized that they 
weren’t going to be able to fi nd her a Forever 
Home, they called GRREAT and, almost that 
same day, a volunteer picked her up and trans-
ported her to her fi rst foster home. Through 
a wonderful vet at Palisades Veterinary Clinic, 
Stevie got an appointment with a world-re-
nowned doggie ophthalmologist, Dr Seth 
Koch. After her examination, we received 
the news that Stevie’s blindness was due to a 
congenital birth defect, and there was noth-
ing that could be done to correct it; her eyes 
just never developed properly. 

From there, Stevie arrived in her cur-
rent foster home as a 12 week old, 13 pound 
youngster, and promptly tinkled on the liv-
ing room rug. Ahhhh, puppies. In fact, the 
most challenging parts of  living with Stevie 
have nothing to do with her blindness. Most 
are simply the everyday challenges of  raising 
a young dog. Her foster home prepared for 
her arrival by reading Living with Blind Dogs, by 
Caroline D. Levin, which is a wonderful guide 
to the rewards and realities of  sharing a life 
with a blind companion.  

Once Stevie was settled in, she was taken 
to visit the Coventry School for Dogs and 
Their People to meet the owners, Ruth Chase 

and her dog, Robbie. After an initial assess-
ment, it was determined that Stevie could join 
Puppy Day Camp and enroll in Puppy Kin-
dergarten class. Since then, Stevie has gradu-
ated from both Puppy I and Puppy II, and 
she continues to attend day camp to play with 
all her young friends. Stevie also attends the 
Canine Fitness Center where she spends time 
swimming laps and playing in the pool. 

So many people and businesses have 
opened their doors to Stevie, regardless of  
her differences and, because of  this, she has 
grown into an outgoing, sweet, and confi dent 
young dog. Often, new people she meets have 
to be told that she is blind; it’s just not obvi-
ous. She uses her heightened senses of  hear-
ing and smell to help her negotiate the world 
around her, and she bravely forges ahead 
though she cannot see a thing. 

Unfortunately, her story does not end 
here. In April of  2009, it became apparent 
that Stevie’s housebreaking progress was fall-
ing behind other puppies her age. After sev-
eral tests and procedures, we were given the 
terrible news that the congenital birth defects 
that affected her eyes and small stature, also 
affected her kidneys; they never developed 
properly either. The vets sadly informed us 
that this condition is life-limiting, and they 
gave her 3 to 6 months to live. 

GRREAT
IN THIS ISSUE: The Indomitable Stevie
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Dear GRREAT Members:

  Many people feel that in order to bond with a dog, 
they need to start when the dog is a puppy.  Studies, as well 
as real life experience, have proven that idea to be incorrect. 
People can bond with a dog during any stage of  a dog’s life. 
There are so many fun and enjoyable ways to help that con-
nection happen.
 Any one-on-one positive activity that you do with your 
dog can help form a lasting bond. This includes a daily 
walk at the dog’s pace, on leash or off. If  you have more 
than one dog, the walks should be just one dog at a time. It 
gives your dog an opportunity to understand that you are 
the leader, and it’s a chance to spend time alone with you. 
Playing ball with your Retriever is also an excellent way to 
spend time together.
 Obedience classes, with positive rewards for correct 
behavior, are an excellent way to form a relationship with 
your dog. Granted, some dogs come into the Rescue with 
excellent obedience skills; however, there are so many dif-
ferent kinds of  training. “Rally obedience” is a really fun 
class, where you are talking and interacting with your dog 
during the entire class, while following a course with signs 
instructing you and your dog what to do next (sit, stay, 
figure eights, etc). There are classes where your dog learns 
tricks and my favorite, agility.

 “ G r ow l i n g ” 
Gris and I do agil-
ity. Our class has 
consisted of  the 
same dogs and 
people for the 
past two years. 
Everyone always 
asks why we call 
him “Growling” 
Gris because during agility, he’s a focused sweetheart who 
can’t wait until it’s his turn to run the course. It’s something 
that he enjoys, and since he takes his instructions from me, 
a good opportunity for us to further our strong connec-
tion.
 Each family member can find a different one-on-one 
activity to enjoy with your dog that helps everyone connect 
with the dog, and allows the dog to quickly feel like they 
are part of  your family. Go out and do something fun with 
your dog! 
 By the way, GRREAT has a wonderful opportunity 
coming up October 31 — our Annual 3K Walk. Hope to 
see you and your pet there!

―Robin Heinecke, GRREAT President

President’s Message

GRREAT is happy to carry a new line of  products inspired by a Golden Retriever named Max! Each design is cre-
ated by Max’s owner, and is based on the adventures and activities of  Max. Our current “Keep on Wagging!” products 
include adult and ladies short and long sleeve t-shirts, a ladies hoodie, and baseball caps. These are our new best sellers 
because of  both the artwork and the high quality base products used. Check back often because we expect to expand 
our selection!!

The Adventures of Max
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How to Read the Label
by Jo Bighouse

If  you feed your dog food that is processed and pre-
packaged, it is important to read the labels so you can make 
an informed decision. Packaging and buzzwords can be de-
ceiving. Look beyond the marketing ploys and read the in-
gredient list so you can make a healthful choice. Words like 
“healthy,” “natural”, “nutritious,” and “made with organic 
ingredients” do not tell you anything about the actual qual-
ity or nutritional value.  

Ingredients are listed by weight so you should not as-
sume a pet food with meat as the first ingredient is good 
quality. Fresh meat can be 70% water and heavy so a very 
small amount can put it at the top of  the ingredient list. 
If  you find a food with chicken as the first ingredient and 
byproduct meal as the second, there is actually more by-
product meal than chicken in the food. By contrast, a food 
with chicken meal as a first ingredient followed by chicken, 
vegetables, and good quality grains is a healthier choice. 

I purchased a bag of  Purina Beneful from the grocery 
store to take a look at the ingredients.  The label reads: 
Ground yellow corn, chicken by-product meal, corn gluten meal, whole 
wheat flour, animal fat, preserved with mixed-tocopherols (from Vi-
tamin E), rice flour, beef, soy flour, sugar, propylene glycol, meat and 
bone meal, tricalcium phosphate, phosphoric acid, salt, water, animal 
digest, sorbic acid, potassium chloride, dried carrots, dried peas, calcium 
propionate, L-Lysine monohydrochloride, choline chloride, added color 
(Red 40, Yellow 5, Yellow 6, Blue 2), DL-Methionine, Vitamin E 
supplement, zinc sulfate, ferrous sulfate, manganese sulfate, niacin, 
Vitamin A supplement, calcium carbonate, copper sulfate, Vitamin 
B-12 supplement, calcium pantothenate, thiamine mononitrate, garlic 
oil, pyridoxine hydrochloride, riboflavin supplement, Vitamin D-3 
supplement, Menadione sodium bisulfite complex, calcium iodate, folic 
acid, biotin, sodium selenite.

The ingredients I do not like to see in a dog food in-
clude:

Ground Yellow Corn – Since this is listed as the first in-
gredient on the label there is more corn than meat in this 
product. A dog is a member of  the Canidae family, which 
includes wolves, foxes, and coyotes. Members of  the Cani-
dae family are carnivores. The definition of  carnivore in 
the Webster Dictionary is: an order of  Mammallia “adapted 
by their structure to feed upon flesh. The teeth are large 
and sharp, suitable for cutting flesh.” By contrast, animals 
adapted to eating corn have large flat teeth.

Chicken by-product meal – is defined by the Association of  
American Feed Control Officials (AAFCO) as “the ground, 
rendered, clean parts of  the carcass of  slaughtered poultry, 
such as necks, feet, undeveloped eggs, and intestines, ex-
clusive of  feathers.” On The Animal Feed Resource Infor-
mation Systems website, I found the following statement, 

“This meal is a combination of  all poultry by-products pro-
cessed together in the same proportions as they occur in 
the processing plant. Composition can be quite variable for 
plant to plant and batch to batch, depending upon what is 
being included.”

Sugar – In her book, Natural Nutrition for Dogs and Cats, 
Kymythy Schultze writes, “Cancer cells thrive on sugars.” 
“Sugar is addictive, damages the pancreas, and drains vi-
tamins and minerals from the body. It is implicated in hy-
poglycemia, diabetes, obesity, behavior problems, cataracts, 
tooth decay, arthritis, allergies and cancer. Yeast also thrives 
on sugar. In a 1993 study, unhealthy candida yeast over-
growth was 200 times greater in animals receiving dextrose 
than in control groups that did not receive the sugar.”

Propylene glycol –  is a synthetic chemical produced from 
propylene oxide. In their propylene oxide storage and han-
dling guide, Dow Chemical states, “The second largest use 
of  propylene oxide is the production of  propylene glycol 
and lesser amounts of  co-produced dipropylene glycol 
and higher propylene glycols. Propylene glycol is one of  
the most widely used synthetic chemicals, finding its way 
into such diverse applications as the manufacture of  ther-
moset polyesters for building boats, home construction 
components, additives for human and animal foods, and 
pharmaceutical excipients. It is also a primary ingredient 
in cosmetics and laundry detergents.”  Propylene glycol is 
not approved for use in cat food because it affects the red 
blood cells. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration deter-
mined that propylene glycol in or on cat food has not been 
shown by adequate scientific data to be safe for use. Use 
of  propylene glycol in or on cat food causes the feed to be 
adulterated and in violation of  the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act. 21CFR589.1001. (But it can be in our food 
and our dog’s food!)

Animal Digest – is defined by AAFCO as “material which 
results from chemical and/or enzymatic hydrolysis of  clean 
and undecomposed animal tissue. The animal tissues used 
shall be exclusive of  hair, horns, teeth, hooves and feathers, 
except in such trace amounts as might occur unavoidably.” 
The source of  the animal tissue does not need to be identi-
fied.

Added Color – These are chemicals added to make the 
dog food more attractive to the buyer. They have no nutri-
tional value and the continual consumption of  these chemi-
cals may have adverse affects on your dog. Yellow 5 has 
been demonstrated to provoke an allergic reaction in some 
people and there are FDA regulations that require all pre-
scription medications to post a notice if  they are formu-
lated with Yellow 5. 

continued on pg. 5
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If  you aren’t famil-
iar with the American 
Girls line of  books, 
you have been out of  
the country too long.

They are the best 
things for girls since 
sliced bread—the 
American Girl series 
of  historical books, 
clothes, dolls, acces-
sories, games, DVD 
movies, plays, kits, 
stationery, crafts, 
and other items too 
numerous to men-

tion, too wonderful to describe. You’ve got to go to  
www.AmericanGirl.com or visit a store that carries the prod-
ucts (such as The American Girl store in New York City) or 
subscribe to the magazine or check out one of  the books 
from your library.

This popular line has blossomed from Felicity (1774, an 
American colonist), Kirstin (1854, Midwest immigrant from 
Sweden), Addy (1864, during the Civil War), Samantha (1904, 
at the turn of  the century), Kit (1943, during the Depression), 
and Molly (1944, in World War 2). Now it includes some best 
friends and other girls from other eras: Kaya (1764, an Indian 
girl), Josefina (1824, a New Mexican girl), and Julie (1974, liv-
ing in San Francisco), and friends Elizabeth, Emily, Nellie, 
and Ruthie, as well as a generous array of  animals from goats, 
bunnies, foals and horses, to kittens and cats, puppies and 
dogs. It’s hard to pick a favorite American Girl. I have four 
favorites! And I’m an adult.

The American Girls are girls that both girls and their 
moms want to be. The stories are fast-paced, easy reading 
and full of  people you’d like to meet and things you’d like to 
do. The authors and illustrators also sneak in an incredible 
amount of  history! At the end of  each book are a few pages 
of  photos or illustrations from the era and more history. Kit’s 
dog, a Basset Hound she found and named Grace, even ‘grac-
es’ the cover of  one of  her six books.

American Girl books are written for the 8-year old but 
the line also has dolls and other merchandise for 3-year-old 
girls, and baby dolls — dolls that look like your daughter (hair 
color, eye color, skin color). 

They have even added a Girl of  the Year, starting in 2001. 
Last year’s American Girl was Mia, who loves figure skating.

Nicki — Puppy-Raiser and American Girl of  2007
Nicki Fleming lives in Colorado and can’t say, “No.” She 

is raising Sprocket, a puppy who will become a service dog. 

Along the way, Nicki makes some unlikely friends and learns 
to say, “No.” She also falls in love, but, being a 10-year-old 
girl, she falls in love with her puppy-on-loan.

The Girl of  the Year books are a bit longer than the se-
ries’ books. Nicki is supplemented, not with pages and photos 
of  history, but with a real-life story of  two sisters who are 
raising a puppy, a service-dog-to-be. One page is devoted to 
information about three puppy-raiser organizations (“Raising 
Canines”) and another page lists the Do’s and Don’ts of  As-
sistance Dog Etiquette.

But, be forewarned — every young lady you present with 
Nicki, will want to become a puppy-raiser. But that’s not a bad 
vocation for a pre-teen, now is it?

Dogs and American Girls
by Skye Anderson

As you can see by the label, Beneful contains very little 
meat. Since meat is the most expensive ingredient, this food 
can be sold for less and looks like a bargain to the consumer 
at about $1.71 per pound. But be prepared for the possibility 
of  spending more on medical care. A dog fed a steady diet of  
corn, wheat, sugar, chemicals and meat by-products will not 
be in optimal health. Maladies you may have to deal with as 
a result of  a poor diet include excessive shedding and itch-
ing, rashes, ear infections, hot spots, diabetes, and behavior 
issues.

By contrast, a dog food with higher meat content and 
less artificial ingredients will cost more. Below are the ingre-
dients listed on a bag of  Evo dog food that sells for about 
$2.26 per pound:

Turkey, chicken, turkey meal, chicken meal, potato, herring meal, 
chicken fat, natural flavors, eggs, apples, tomatoes, potassium chloride, 
carrots, vitamins, garlic, cottage cheese, minerals, alfalfa sprouts, ascorbic 
acid, dried chicory root, direct-fed microbials, Vitamin E supplement, 
lecithin, rosemary extract.

There is not one pet food that will be ideal for all dogs. 
Individual animals have individual needs and they depend 
upon you to make the best choices for them. Keep in mind 
that dogs are carnivores. Read the labels and choose the best 
foods your budget will allow. And here is something you 
won’t see on a pet food label — variety is good. Please don’t 
feed your pet the same processed food every day of  his life. 
Rotate between at least three different brands of  food. Share 
the leftover meat and vegetables from your dinner. Add egg 
yolks, plain yogurt, sardines and other healthy real food to his 
meal. Mix it up a bit and keep things interesting!

GRREAT member, Jo Bighouse, is the owner of  Midas Touch 
– A Unique Health Food Store for people and pets in Berryville, Vir-
ginia.

continued from pg. 4
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A Holistic Approach to Treating Allergies 
by Pamela Grasso 

A l l e r g i e s 
in dogs can be 
very complex 
and frustrating 
— for both the 
pet guardian 
and the veteri-
narian. Though 
not usually life 
threatening, the 
patients can be quite uncomfortable if  they are constantly 
itchy or inflamed. Goldens are particularly prone to aller-
gies. They often show their allergies as hot spots, ear infec-
tions, hair loss and itchiness.

Conventional medicines can have a temporary effect 
by suppressing symptoms of  the allergy. Though as soon as 
these medicines are stopped, the symptoms often reappear. 
The reason behind this is that the allergen (the cause of  the 
allergy) is still in your pet’s environment.

One of  the first steps to treat allergies should be en-
suring your dog is on the right food. A food allergy test (a 
blood test) can be done to narrow the choices of  foods. 
With the variety of  foods on the market, it can be like find-
ing a needle in a haystack to find the right food. With the re-
sults of  a food allergy test, a natural healthy food or home-
prepared diet will be suggested.

If  the allergies have been going on for some time, it 
can take weeks to see positive results after changing the 
diet. Most dogs will respond immediately to some extent. 
You will see an improvement in their general health as well. 
Often fish oil or other fatty acids combined with herbs or 
antihistamines can be given to keep your pet comfortable in 
this adjustment period. Supplements will also be added and 
adjusted based on the allergy testing.

Once your dog is adjusted to the new diet, homeopath-
ic treatment can also help with your dog’s symptoms. When 
chosen and used correctly, homeopathic remedies can work 
to help your pet eliminate the allergy problem. Acupunc-
ture and herbs can also be used to help relieve some of  your 
dog’s allergy symptoms.

Ruling out hypothyroidism with a complete thyroid 
profile is important, especially in certain breeds, such as 
Golden Retrievers. In addition to problems such as autoim-
mune issues and hind end weakness, hypothyroidism can 
make your dog more susceptible to allergies. Often this dis-
ease, especially when diagnosed early, can be treated with 

glandulars to help regain thyroid function.
If  your pet’s allergies seem to be aggravated by stress, 

Bach flower essences combined specifically for your pet can 
be effective for allergy treatment.

Overall, an all-natural healthy diet is most important. 
By finding the cause and treating your dog holistically, 
hopefully your furry friend will be more comfortable and 
medication-free.

Pamela Grasso, D.V.M., C.V.A. is a holistic veterinarian who 
practices in Ashburn, VA.  She combines conventional medicine with 
holistic modalities to treat your pet’s individual needs. Dr. Grasso is 
certified in Acupuncture.  She also uses herbal medicine, homeopathy 
and Bach flower essences in her practice.

Sponsor Me! 
Many of  us have the ability to open our hearts to a Special 

Needs Golden, but not necessarily our homes, so GRREAT 
has initiated a “Sponsor Me!” program.  

GRREAT rescues about 250 dogs a year, many of  whom 
require medical attention over and above the standard exams 
and vaccinations. For most, we are able to provide the medi-
cations and surgeries they need, so that they will eventually 
become adoptable and find their Forever Homes. Unfortu-
nately, there are some whose medical conditions and/or age 
make this impossible.

Luckily, we have several volunteers who have both the 
heart AND the home to provide care and quality of  life for 
these dogs until they’re ready to make their journey to the 
Rainbow Bridge. We call these dogs our “Long Term Fos-
ters.”  

Long Term Fosters remain owned by GRREAT, but are 
kept in a permanent foster home.  GRREAT continues to 
provide medical care for the life of  the dog, and the foster 
provides the Forever Home. On average, GRREAT takes in 
3 to 4 dogs each year that will eventually become Long Term 
Fosters. Some are considered “hospice care” dogs, and oth-
ers may live comfortably for several years.

We invite you to take a look at our “Special Needs Dogs” 
page on our website (www.grreat.org) to see some of  the 
dogs that GRREAT is caring for on a permanent basis, and 
to consider becoming a Sponsor for one (or more) of  these 
Goldens.

You can sponsor a Golden with a one-time donation, or 
you can set up ongoing support through a monthly donation. 
Become a part of  ensuring that these dogs will live in com-
fort and dignity for the rest of  their lives. Sponsor a Golden 
today!
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The 2010 GRREAT 
Calendar is ready to go.  We 
had so many wonderful pho-
tographs, the committee ( a 
team of  non-GRREAT dog 
folks) spent weeks trying 
to find just 13 pictures.  We 
are pleased to announce the 
winners:

This year’s cover dog is – Rocky (Collings) 05-200; 
January – Henry (Ganoe) 07-164; February – Honey (Cha-
letzky) 05-211;  March – Penny & Ruby-Dee (Davidson) 07-
024 and 07-086; April – Merlin (Mutersbaugh) 09-041;  May 
– Sammi (Cohen-Roberts) 08-095; June – Jodie (Schmidt) 
06-046; July – Amber Bock (Concordia) 05-180; August 
– Bella (Pearson) 03-128; September – Duke (Cordero) 07-
144; October – Lily (Shields) 08-061; November – Shelby 
(Collings) 03-209; and December – Bailey (Murray) 07-227.  

The four Honorable Mention photos (which would 
have been winners if  we had a 16 month calendar) were 
Mickey (Hauck) 06-229; Sadie (Bowen) 01-196; Sadie 
(Hughes) 07-078; and Milo and Josh (Patenaude) 08-171 
and 08-146. 

The calendars will be available at ALL upcoming 
GRREAT events, including Goldstock, and will also be 
available through our online store.

2010 GRREAT Calendar

It was an incongruous diagnosis. How could this young dog, 
so full of  life, so precious and precocious, have only months to 
live? It was absolutely unfair.  

After the shock wore off, we began to do some research on 
our own and one of  the best websites we came across was Kid-
ney Disease in Dogs, by Mary Straus. From the site, we learned 
how to read blood work results, read nutrition labels, choose 
supplements and medicines, and put together a plan of  action, 
which we discussed with Stevie’s vets. We also added acupunc-
ture and Healing Touch therapies to bolster her immune system 
and overall health. The vets were still guarded in their optimism, 
but agreed to the plan and it was implemented. One month later, 
and Stevie’s blood values started heading in the right direction!  

The values are nowhere close to normal, and the possibility 
of  complete kidney failure is ever present, but we are hopeful 
that we can buy some quality time and keep Stevie feeling happy 
and healthy for as long as possible.  

This indomitable little spirit has proven time and again that 
she will meet every challenge in her life with courage and deter-
mination. She won’t give up and neither will we! 

continued from pg. 1

It’s a GRREAT Day for a Walk!
Planning is underway for this year’s Sixth Annual 

GRREAT 3K Walk and we can’t do it without you. By the 
end of  May, GRREAT had taken in more than 115 dogs and 
the number is only going to sharply increase as we go through 
the summer. GRREAT is stretched beyond its seams with 
the number of  dogs coming into the Rescue and the never 
ending veterinary costs for each dog. The total amount spent 
on veterinary expenses as of  May 2009 is $184,560 and the 
average cost per dog that comes into GRREAT is approxi-
mately $550. As you probably know by reading information 
on GRREAT, we also take in a lot of  medically challenged 
Golden Retrievers. In order to raise money for our faithful 
friends, GRREAT organizes events such as the 3K Walk. 
We need your help to maintain our commitment to the 
cause, so please consider becoming a sponsor for the walk. 

The following sponsorship options are available:
 
RESCUE ANGEL: $500 or more:  Your name or 

company name and logo will be listed prominently on 
the event T-shirt to be given to all participants. Plus, you 
are invited to have a table at our event that you can use 
to raise awareness of  your products and/or services.  

RESCUE PARTNER: $300: Your name or company 
name and logo will be listed on the event T-shirt.

FRIEND OF RESCUE: $100: Your name or company 
name will be listed on the event T-shirt.

DONATE DOOR PRIZE: We welcome any items you 
can donate (gift cards, etc.) that can be awarded as door prizes. 

The sponsorship information will also be listed on our 
flier, website, and newsletter, and will be included in all other 
publicity for this event. 

 
 This year, the walk will be held on Saturday, October 31 at 
Weber’s Pet Supermarket , 11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax, Virginia. 

If  you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please email 
events@grreat.org or call Carolyn Beyer at 703-254-4843 no 
later than September 25, 2009.

To register for the GRREAT 3K Walk, please complete the regis-
tration form on page 13. 
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In recent months, the 
memories of  Jake and Bingo 
and many other dogs in transi-
tion, begged me to write about 
some folks who are presently 
involved in huge challenges to 
rehabilitate Goldens they have 
fostered or adopted. “It takes 
a village” strikes me as the best 
reference phrase when explor-
ing these stories. 

Early in our fostering ca-
reer, we were overwhelmed by 

behavioral issues that compelled us to seek an obedience 
class. Ten weeks of  midsummer heat in an unairconditioned 
middle school gymnasium made us work very hard to turn 
torture into success! The class was sponsored by the Balti-
more County Parks and Recreation. I recall our instructor, 
Edna Murley Tusing, speaking in   “Little Lady ~ Big Red 
Dog” chant to describe to us. A choke collar was recom-
mended for training classes only — and was oh so necessary 
in the beginning. It allowed appropriate cueing for a highly 
impulsive dog.

Obedience class alone will never change a dog’s be-
havior. Homework, religiously and repetitively performed, 
makes the difference. And yes, the owner must first learn 
HOW to do it correctly. Bingo and I used the large open 
basement and our yard for hours on end of  “come, sit, stay, 
recall, down and heel”, ending each session with a very high 
value reward. Bingo’s favorite was 20 minutes of  hide and 
seek with toys and/or me as the goal to find. We struggled 
and stumbled and bonded like soldiers in a war zone. It was 
worth every painful moment when we reached a level of  
communication between us that I never dreamed we could.

Our next problem 
child in need of  out-
side counseling was 
Jake, GRREAT dog # 
03-095. His first four 
years tethered to a 6 
foot chain, left gaps in 
his socialization and re-
active behaviors in cer-
tain circumstances. We 
called on GRREAT — Mary Ellen Lunde at the time — to 
provide us with a professional evaluation. Ruth Chase, of  
Coventry School for Dogs and Their People in Columbia, 
was our mentor. Since we had some of  his background in-
formation, Ruth could relate this to how it impacted Jake.

Ruth interacted with Jake in various ways (grabbing his 

collar was a problem for us), and she brought in other dogs 
to assist in testing canine compatibility. She watched how he 
adhered to the perimeter of  the room when given freedom 
to explore. This was typical of  a dog confined to very strict 
boundaries. Her observations were detailed and insightful.  
Her recommendations were specific for desensitization ex-
ercises, using baby food at first as a high value treat. Ruth 
demonstrated the therapy and answered all the questions we 
had. Interestingly, she recommended enlisting the help of  
neighbors or friends in socialization exercises. We were in-
structed that at the end of  training, Jake should be expected 
to use his new responses on his own. If  you are listening 
carefully, as I heard Ruth, we had a lot of  careful, steady, 
sensitive but determined sessions of  calm, persistent and 
skillfully rewarded work ahead of  us. 

Yes, indeed we did! In the end, we adopted Jake because 
he fit so beautifully into our pack, but also because we felt 
we were the most likely able to continue his ongoing train-
ing. Ruth gave us the tools, but we had to do the work.

If  you follow the 
GRREAT website, you know 
about Reese (#08-206), the 
big, red, blind Golden who 
was fostered so beautifully 
by Martha Van Landingham, 
from November 2008 to 
July 2009. It wasn’t just the 
surgery to remove his badly 
abscessed eye that Martha 
fostered through.  Reese was 
a stray with quirks that often 
accompany mysterious back-
grounds. He had moments 
of  defensiveness, insecurity, fear and irritability. He is a 
large, stocky dog and Martha uses a cane to steady herself.  
Reese was unsure and depended on her in a scary, dark 
world. While some fear was their shared emotion, the abil-
ity to see beyond disability was mutual. Martha expresses 
enormous gratitude for the support of  Louise Davidson, 
GRREAT’s Secretary. Louise’s assistance made it possible 
for Martha and Reese to go to the park where he was free to 
run and explore. He even met a Golden buddy whose bark 
he could chase. When a video was created to share Reese 
with the GRREAT audience, Louise was there to help make 
it happen. There’s that “village” again! 

When Nicky Parisi, a veteran Golden rescuer, raised her 
hand to adopt Reese, Martha was surprised to hear Nicky 
say, “I will learn from him.” On reflection, Martha could 
surely relate to that perspective. For when we give like she 
did, we do learn and grow and gain strength.

Sometimes It Takes a Village - Dogs in Transition 
by Janet Hauck
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In order to approach Reese’s quirks with understanding 
and confidence, Nicky approached Aja Harris of  Mutt Mag-
ic, a very special trainer who has given of  her skills to other 
GRREAT dogs.  Aja graciously agreed to evaluate Reese, and I 
was lucky to be present to watch and absorb the skillful inter-
actions and techniques. Aja first gathered history and concerns 
and was able to assess Nicky as an adopter and canine leader. 
In less than an hour, Aja would coach Nicky and reassure her 
where she was nervous about Reese. Nicky was so very right 
— she will and is learning from him.

In her words:
“Some years ago, I had the opportunity to adopt a 

GRREAT dog, Barney, in 1998. After a year or so, Barney was 
diagnosed with epilepsy and diabetes insipidus. These were be-
yond my experience, and learning how to deal with them was 
a constant struggle. With the help of  my veterinarian, we were 
able to give him many years of  reasonably good quality life.”

More recently, 
GRREAT’s Red (# 07-
200) arrived with a differ-
ent set of  health problems. 
He had full blown Lyme 
disease, which had to be 
treated before his very 
advanced heartworm dis-
ease could be addressed. 
He had numerous intestinal parasites, an enlarged heart and 
spine issues. For months, I heard the prognosis “touch and 
go.” Research and exceptional vet care helped Red’s health turn 
around. He is no longer about to “keel over “at any moment. 
He’s the first dog I’ve had that has gotten younger rather than 
older.

So, when Reese appeared on the website, I thought maybe 
I was ready for his challenge. I had only twice seen a blind dog. 
Could I handle Reese’s condition? As expected, Reese and I 
experienced some of  those aforementioned quirks in the first 
couple of  weeks. However, GRREAT and their contacts have 
helped to address those problems. Immediate advice eased the 
stress and provided perspective. You know you have a team 
when your friend wears a cowbell so Reese can hear her! In 
days, but more likely months, Reese will reveal his personality 
and spirit that are in no way diminished by being blind.

I can verify that Nicky uses resources in this challenge — 
human, published, physical, auditory, verbal cues, along with 
varied experiences to broaden Reese’s horizons. Her “village” 
is huge and varied.

Last August 2008, the Wehr family, who had adopted and 
recently lost their beloved GRREAT girl, Brownie (#02-264), 
adopted 6-year old Duke (# 08-122). As fosters for Brownie, 
we were thrilled that reaching through their sadness, they could 
adopt another GRREAT Golden. We visited them and saw 
that “Dukey” had a bit of  a “mind of  his own.” The Wehrs 
were not used to this type of  personality and fear was beget-

ting fear. The ability to see into the heart of  the dog and the 
wisdom to seek help, guided the entire family into training. 
They found Don Offutt of  Friendly Pet Boundaries through a 
friend whose dog had had very difficult issues and was helped 
by him. Don wisely trains the whole family and will do in-
home sessions. The Wehrs struggled and learned in a number 
of  sessions. Kathy’s recent email expresses her feelings a year 
later:

“Duke is defi-
nitely at the cen-
ter of  the family! 
He is still big and 
bad, but we know 
him better now 
and that makes a 
difference. We still 
don’t take small 
things out of  his 
mouth, and if  it is 
important we trade 
for something else. We have come to the conclusion that he 
may never adjust to us reaching in his mouth. Throughout the 
last year, he has gotten better about so many things and maybe 
he will about that, too, but we will have to wait and see. Over-
all, he is a loveable lug and we do love him! He may never be 
socialized with a lot of  other dogs, but he likes people now, 
which is a blessing. He also is good “doggie friends” with the 
black lab across the street. We got him groomed yesterday and 
I stayed. It was a solid two hours, but he did really well. We got 
his hair cut short and he looks like a puppy, and is he loving the 
additional attention — not that he didn’t get enough already. 
Thanks for always supporting us.”

Hooray for training and we understand, Kathy! It took 
much more than baby food to get our Jake where he is today. 
The intervention with training made 
today possible.

Linda Scher shares Jasper’s story 
(#08-130):

“He came to my home a year 
ago with a box of  bandages and 
more medications than my mother’s 
medicine chest. He had spent several 
weeks in his first foster home recov-
ering from the trauma and neglect of  
being a stray for who knew how long. 
The infected ears, weeping wounds 
on the elbows, whipworm, ehrlichiosis, Lyme disease and diar-
rhea were eventually vanquished, leaving in their stead, a dear, 
sweet, mannerly old guy — Jasper. There was one wound that 
wouldn’t heal. Jasper was not socialized to other dogs. No sniff  
and greet routine for him; but rather, let me show you my teeth, 
hear my bark, and check out my crocodile snap. This seriously  

continued on pg. 11 
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Superior Intelligence 
by Skip Nizer

Last Tuesday, we took Scout to the vet’s office for his 
shots. We used Deb’s car and for the first time, he voluntary 
got into a vehicle on his own. At least that’s what Deb said — I 
had my back to Scout while I locked the front door. Usually it 
takes either 20 minutes of  coaxing or I have to lift him inside. 
I figured that we had finally turned the corner on this problem, 
but that was before we left the vet’s office.

It seemed so simple. One dog on the side walk steps into a 
car where the seat is only a few inches higher than he is stand-
ing. But no, the dog won’t step onto the seat; he won’t even 
step down onto the floor of  the car. He won’t even look at the 
car. I must then lift him up the four inches onto the car seat. 
Well not just lift. I had to lift the front half  onto the seat then 
shove the back end into the car. This is done hoping that the 
rear follows the front and that the whole dog is placed inside 
the car. At this point, Scout leaps over the back of  the front 
seat and sits down! He must then be pulled from the car and 
reinserted into the rear of  the car while one wife blocks the 
front area.

After getting home, I decided to work with Scout. Soon 
I discovered that a dog, who in the field does not hesitate to 
jump over fences and scrubs that are 4-foot high from a stand-
ing position, declines a much lesser jump from the driveway 
into a compact car. However, once being “inserted” he will 
jump over the front seat.

For the next hour, we continued working on “Car Entry 
101.” I would lift him into the rear of  the car, he would leap 
into the front seat and I would drag him out of  the car. All the 
while I am thinking: I am a HUMAN — humans have domina-
tion over the beasts. I am a man — SUPERIOR to animals. I 
am INTELLIGENT — therefore, I can outwit an animal!

The training continues. It is man over beast. During the 
next hour, I tried treats, which are called incentives by us, the 
superior species. The incentives were accepted by the inferior 
subspecies, but the reason behind them wasn’t.

I guess I over did it with the incentives because Scout 
threw up. Scout was standing on the rear seat of  the car when 
he —  as we superior species say — tossed his cookies. I guess 
I was getting tired and lifted him around the stomach and per-
haps squeezed too hard. I believe Deb had the seats Scotch 
Guarded.

Perhaps it was frustration (even the most highly intelligent 
ones get frustrated) that my inferior wasn’t learning from his 
superior when my right foot engaged the outside of  the rear 
door. Again frustration, this time with the auto company for 
using inferior metal, and thus, causing a rather large dent in the 
door. I am sure that I can get the dent out by using a plumbers’ 
helper. Do they make one that is 14 inches across?!

I then closed Scout inside the car while I got some paper 
towels. Upon my return, I noticed that he had washed the in-

side of  the windows for me. I went back inside for the Windex. 
Then I noticed that he had tried to clean up the “incentives” 
but couldn’t hold them in. This time he was in the front seat.

As Scout’s master, I removed him from the car and told 
him to sit and to stay. I must say that he did that quickly. I then 
removed the processed incentives… and the reprocessed in-
centives. Next, I cleaned the windows. When I turned around, 
I realized that I needed to take a walk.

During my walk, I met some nice people a couple of  
blocks away and took Scout away from them. They thought 
that he was “soooo cute” and “soooo smart.” I wanted to ex-
plain to them that he wasn’t “soooo cute” OR “soooo smart” 
—  that in fact he had missed the entire point of  his lessons 
and forgot what stay meant. However, I figured that anyone 
who couldn’t see that he was inferior wouldn’t get the point 
of  my lecture. So I said good bye to Professor Nichols and his 
wife, Dr. Nichols.

When we got home, I noticed that I had closed the car 
doors and didn’t crack the windows. As I removed the Windex 
from the car, I realized that the processed incentives that were 
less than solid had gotten into the non-Scotch Guarded seat 
and with the heat, had created an odor that was very much less 
than pleasant. I opened all the doors and put all the windows 
down. 

Not wanting to waste any chance to raise my dog intelli-
gence up, I decided to try again. I placed Scout facing the rear 
seat and in my finest superior command voice, I said “IN.” 
Scout looked up at me, stood and jumped into the… front seat. 
I removed him, put him back into position and said, “IN.” This 
time, he looked up at me, his eyes “winkeled” and he jumped 
into the front seat. Again “IN”, and again the front seat. Again 
and again and again with the same results!

It was now time for the SUPERIOR INTELLECT, HE 
who has domination over the beasts, for MANKIND itself  
and for the MASTER to resolve this problem to control the 
inferior for once and for all!

So with all the resolve in me, summoning up all my SUPE-
RIOR INTELLIGENCE, using all my EXPERIENCE and 
my DETERMINATION to WIN I came up with the perfect 
plan. And it WORKED!!!! It WORKED!!!!! IT WORKED 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

My problem was finally solved. No more aggravation, no 
tension and no more frustration. The SUPERIOR INTEL-
LECT had WON!!!!!!

When we use the car now to transport Scout I do the fol-
lowing:

1. Open both car doors.
2. Place Scout beside the car.
3. Show Scout the incentives (a treat for you nonprofes-

sionals).
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Dear Janet, 
I have a wonderful Golden, Buddy, whom I adopted from GRREAT a 
number of  years ago. He was always fairly good at walking on the leash 
without pulling, but now that he’s 8 years old and starting to slow down, 
he usually just ambles along slowly on our walks. A few months ago, I 
adopted a younger companion for him, Emma.  The two dogs are getting 
along great in the house, but walking them is a challenge.  I bought a 
coupler so that I can walk both dogs together on one leash, but Emma 
is much more energetic than Buddy and wants to walk at a faster pace 
than he does.  It gets really bad when Buddy wants to stop and sniff  but 
Emma wants to keep going. She will literally drag him along with her!  
Also, sometimes one of  them goes one way around a pole and the other 
goes the other way, which causes the coupler to bring both dogs up short. 
Buddy doesn’t like being dragged, and being stuck around a pole seems 
especially distressing to him. He used to always be excited when I brought 
out his leash to take him for a walk, but now he just seems anxious. 
What should I do?  I.J. 
 
Dear I.J.,
Each dog comes to us with his/her own strengths and weak-
nesses. You were very lucky that Buddy was either a naturally 
good leash-walker or had previous training before you ad-
opted him.  I don’t get the sense from your letter that Emma 
understands that you would like her to walk nicely beside you. 
On your walks, she is just doing what comes naturally to her.   
Trying to teach Emma to stay next to you on walks while you 
have Buddy along will be very difficult, so you’ll need to take 
Emma out by herself  and teach her what you’d like her to do. 
Make walking next to you fun. If  you are not sure how to train 
her, I can certainly do some lessons with you or you could take 
her to a group training class. Buddy may be upset when you 
and Emma go out without him, so be sure that you’ve given 
him lots of  exercise before you take Emma out and, if  you 
can, leave him with something especially yummy to chew on 
while you’re gone, such as a Kong stuffed with food.   
Once Emma understands how to walk nicely with you when 
it’s just the two of  you, it’s time to add Buddy back in. Choose 
a time when your neighborhood is fairly quiet so that Emma 
won’t have to cope with a lot of  distractions. Put Buddy on a 
separate leash from Emma and ask her to walk with you. Re-
ward her for listening. Keep your first session short and build 
up over time to a full walk.
In the meantime, if  you are going to walk both dogs together, 
put each on a separate leash. A coupler works well for two 
dogs who know how to walk nicely together, but for now, 
it’s not fair to Buddy that Emma is dragging him around and 
making him uncomfortable.  

Janet McMillan is the owner of  Best Behaved Dogs, providing in-home 
obedience and behavior modification to dogs and their families.  If  you 
have a question for Janet for this column, or would like more information 
on her services, please contact her at janet@bestbehaveddogs.com or visit 

4. Move the front passenger seat as far forward as pos-
sible.

5. In a firm command voice say, “IN”.
 
Then Scout leaps into the car.

6. I get into the car.

It really works! Just remember to have the front seat as far 
forward as possible — that way I have more leg room. Seating 
in the back isn’t too bad after all. The seats still need more air-
ing, but the windows are really clean. My big toe should heal 
in a couple of  weeks and the repair shop quoted $698.32 to fix 
the door. Yes sir, SUPERIOR INTELLECT WINS EVERY 
TIME.

diminished his chance for a forever home. So Jasper and I 
tried individual behavioral training and later, group training 
with Mutt Magic’s Aja Harris. Some gains were made. There, 
I learned to reduce my own fear and anxiety, which had only 
exacerbated his problem. Jasper actually stood and walked 
with other socially challenged dogs. After graduation, I met 
the Hauck family.”

“It truly takes a village! With Phil and Janet and their five 
Goldens’ never ending patience, wisdom and treats galore, 
Jasper and I learned that old dogs CAN learn new tricks! We 
each grew in our confidence. The Hauck’s Goldens were not 
bothered by Jasper’s snapping, so why should I be? This is a 
two for one bargain; in helping a dog overcome his behavior-
al issues, you sure learn a lot about yourself. There have been 
some giant steps for Jasper — the day he laid down next 
to Shana or sniffed Reba to say, “Hi.” We are still working 
on Jasper’s social skills with lots of  love, praise, and Frosty 
Paws. Every moment of  success, no matter how small, is 
celebrated and cherished.”

“I always marvel at some of  the products made from 
recycled materials. But the greatest marvel of  all is seeing a 
grouchy old dog learn to stand in line for his Frosty Paws. 
This old guy is loved and loves back. If  Jasper doesn’t find 
his forever home, he will always have mine…and my heart.”

On August 11th, when Jasper and Linda came for their 
sixth visit, Linda announced that Jasper is now her perma-
nent foster. Aja Harris and her assistant, Bonnie, came by 
to observe our progress and suggest further training tech-
niques. Aja’s generosity in sharing her expertise is truly a 
blessing.  The “bright star” of  Rescue shown brightly over 
us all that night. 

Problem solving can create a miracle… but the miracle is 
in the “doing.” “The Village” will answer your call.

continued from pg. 9 
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Special Young Donors
This summer, GRREAT has been helped by the generosity of  some special young donors.  

Here’s 10 year old Erin Patton with her GRREAT dog Starbucks (07-148) snug-
gling up to her with a yawn when they had both just awakened.  Erin declined birthday 
presents for herself  and contributions were made to the General Fund along with Erin’s 
note:  “This year, instead of  gifts for my 10th birthday, I asked my friends to make a 
donation to GRREAT.  I hope this helps your dogs. - Sincerely Erin Patton and Star-
bucks.”

Devon Hero (on the right in the picture), age 
13, is shown with her older sister Nikki, age 15, 
and their GRREAT dog Moses (08-222).  Nikki 
initiated the contact with GRREAT to foster a 
dog, both sisters encouraged the family to adopt 

their foster dog Moses, and Devon raised money to help defray the cost of  Moses’ sur-
gery.  Devon sent a contribution to the Leo Fund with the note: “I held a lemonade stand 
to try to help pay for some of  the costs from the surgery for our foster dog and now 
adopted dog, Moses.  This is what I made. - Devon Hero.”

Thank you Erin and Devon! We appreciate your thoughtfulness and generosity so 
much, and the rescued Goldens are all especially grreatful to you!   

Teaching the Teacher
by Sherry B. True

All of  us are 
teachers in one 
way or another 
— whether we 
formally went to 
school to teach 
others, or have 
learned some 
of  life’s lessons 
and have passed 
them on to oth-
ers. Every day, we teach someone new something they may 
not have thought about or even imagined. Every day, I try 
to share with others something about animals and who they 
are. I can be talking about the importance of  good nutrition, 
the different holistic healing modalities available to animals, 
or helping someone realize their animal companion actually 
has language all their own that they can learn.   

It is in looking at animals a little differently that we can 
begin to see the teachings and lessons they bring to our lives. 
They are our teachers in fur. In learning more about them 
and making a deeper connection with them, we are actually 
connecting to something much deeper in ourselves. It is that 
connection to the Universe. Many times our animal com-
panions are the only true connection we feel in life. We may 

feel disconnected from ourselves, our friends, our family or 
the world as a whole. Our only connection may be to our 
animal companion. They keep our hearts open to love. 

Animals teach us in unconditional ways and in uncon-
ventional ways. Whether it is the goofy dog who is here to 
be the clown and lighten us up, or it is the cat that sits and 
encourages us to be meditative with them to find that in-
ner peace. They are unique beings unto themselves. Animals 
can encourage us to live in the moment and connect with 
nature. There are also those animals that have come from 
horrific backgrounds that are still here and teaching us how 
to take baby steps and have patience with not only them, but 
ourselves. 

I have become a teacher because of  the animals in my 
life, just as many of  you have. Let them continue to teach 
you as you will and do — teaching others who they are. I can 
tell you the animals are grateful and if  you don’t believe me, 
ask your animal companion.     

There are several variations on this but one of  my fa-
vorite quotes is, “Lord, let me be the person my dog thinks 
I am.” As I sit here and look at my dogs now, I thank them 
for making me a better person and for continuing to have 
patience with me as I sit in their classroom, the classroom 
of  life.  

Sherry B. True is an animal communicator in the Maryland 
area. Please visit her website for more information about her services at  
www.spiritpaws.com.    



13

REGISTRATION FORM
GRREAT Beginnings Lead to Happy Endings

3K Walk
Saturday, October 31 at 10a.m.

Weber’s Pet Supermarket, Rear Parking Lot 
11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax – 703-385-3766

Registration fee: $15.00 (by Oct. 20) or $20 (after Oct. 20)

Return registrations and payments to:
GRREAT, P.O. Box 3069, Falls Church VA 22043-0069

All proceeds benefit Golden Retriever Rescue, Education & Training (GRREAT), a nonprofit 
volunteer organization dedicated to the rescue, foster care and placement of  Golden Retrievers 
in the Washington, D.C. area. Please make checks payable to GRREAT. For more information 
about the walk or GRREAT’s work, visit www.grreat.org or call 703-620-6593.

  NAME:_____________________________________
  PHONE:____________________________________
  E-MAIL:____________________________________

  T-Shirt Size (Please Circle One. Adult Sizes Only):
     
    Small   Medium    Large    X-Large   2X-Large

Waiver:  Registrants and their accompanying family members, friends, and pets participating 
in the GRREAT Beginnings Lead to Happy Endings 3K Walk to be held in Fairfax, Virginia on 
Saturday, October 31, 2009 hereby assume full responsibility for the risk of  bodily injury, death, 
or property damage, and hereby release, waive, discharge, and covenant not to sue the City of  
Fairfax, Weber’s Pet Supermarket, GRREAT or their respective successors, assignees, officers, 
employees, and agents for any and all loss or damage therefore on account of  injury to person or 
property, whether caused by negligence, breach of  contract otherwise arising out of  or resulting 
from any act of  omission, while traveling to or participating in the 2009 GRREAT Beginnings 
Lead to Happy Endings 3K Walk.

I have read and agree to the above waiver:       __________________________
                                                                         Signature
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Saturday, September 5, 2009 
Noon until 2 p.m.  
Petco - Bel Air  
615 Belair Road, Suite P 
Bel Air, Maryland 21014

Saturday, October 3, 2009 
Noon until 2 p.m.  
Petco - Alexandria 
6612 Richmond Highway 
Alexandria, Virginia 22306

Saturday, November 7, 2009 
Noon until 2 p.m.  
Petco - Annapolis 
2319-D Forest Drive 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Saturday, December 5, 2009  
Noon until 2 p.m.  
Petco - Dale City 
4167 Chelshire Station Plaza 
Dale City, Virginia

GRREAT Adoption Days

Adoption Report
Name  #          Age  Sex

Josh  09-071   2  M 
Bailey  09-102   11mo  M 
Velocity  09-131   6  F 
Spencer 09-136   3  M
Maggie 09-097  3  F 
Trooper  09-123   5  M
Tucker  09-049  9  M 
Molly 09-090  10mo  F
Shimmer 09-116   10  F
Kobe 09-122   11mo  M
Ruste 09-141  1  M
Radagast 08-107  12  M
Reese 08-206   11  M
Chase 09-019  2  M
Charlie 09-088  1  M
Wrecker 09-104  1  M
Scarlett 09-129  11  F
Jingles 09-140  9mo  M
Kane 08-203  7  M 
Leah 08-204  5  F
Nelson 09-092  1  M
Gibson 09-101   5  M

Sierra 09-128  2  F
Nikita 09-036  5  F
Suzette 09-039  3  F
Carson 09-106  2  M
Rogan 09-117  4  M
Pacer 09-033  8  M
Napoleon 09-057  8  M
Tony 09-058   5  M 
Zeus 09-061  5  M 
Gus 09-067   2  M 
Donovan 09-068   1  M
Buckley 09-077   4mo  M
Sherlock 09-086   6  M
Gilda 09-091   3  F
Spencer 09-093  6  M
Max 09-095  5mo  M
Buddy 09-105  2  M 
Bear 09-096  5  M 
Chloe 09-098  8  F
Taffy 09-125   1  F
Sandy 09-142  12  F 

Name #          Age Sex
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Doggie Ice Cream Social
On Saturday, August 8, the three Anne Arundel County Bruster’s Real Ice Cream stores held a Doggie Ice Cream Social. 

The purpose of  the event was to spread the word to the community about dog rescue and adoptions. The Anne Arundel 
County SPCA and Animal Control also participated. GRREAT set up a table at the Glen Burnie location with merchandise 
and literature, and several dogs were in attendance. There were kiddie pools available for dog bathing and free doggie sundaes 
for the furry ones. It was definitely the place to be if  you were a Golden fuzzbutt!

Friendly Stevie 08-208

Stevie 08-208 having a small taste of  ice cream

Sunny 09-155 (Just adopted)

Lexie 08-125 
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Donations
Thank You for  
Your Donations
Tabitha and Lanny Acosta

Catherine Campbell

Susan Carmon

Sherry and Richard Carson

Jaime Castaneda

John and Elizabeth Choma

Kate Coler

Keira  Goldstein 

Leon Guerrero and Sandra Rutan

Robert and LeeAnne Harre

George and Lauren Johnson

Judi Medwedeff

June Morris 

Gregg and Jane Morrison

Scott Philipp

George Toll (Donated his winnings 
from the 50/50 raffle at the GRREAT 
Bark-B-Que) 

The enclosed donation is in memory of  
Oz (09-056), an incredible dog with a 
knack for getting people to fall instantly 
in love with him. I was lucky to share 
a short portion of  his life with him 
before he passed due to cancer. I know 
he’s a very powerful Angel Dog and is 
watching over everyone who loved him 
after coming into the Rescue, including 
his foster Mom, Lynne Glennon, and 
his father-to-be, Greg Russell. Oz, you 
made such a big impact and I’m sure I 
can speak for us all when I say we miss 
you so very much.  – Jan Brown

This is a Fathers Day gift in memory 
of  Teddy and Cody, my Father’s lov-
ing Goldens that have moved onto the 
Rainbow Bridge, and to Theo who is 
still bringing joy into their lives. – Laura 
Irwin

In memory of  my friend’s Golden, 
Heidi. –  Mary Ellen Beechener

This donation is in memory of  Stella 
(09-130). She was a special foster 
dog for only a few days, but earned a 
place in my heart. When I got her she 
weighed 48 lbs., had infected ears, miss-
ing front teeth, bare spots on her body, 
and was virtually deaf  and blind. In 
spite of  her physical hardships, she was 
as sweet as can be. She learned quickly 
how to maneuver the house and didn’t 
seem to mind when she would run into 
something or step on one of  my dogs. 
However, her life was cut short because 
of  failing kidneys that had been let 
go for too long of  a time. GRREAT 
did their best to provide the necessary 
medical help, but her little body was 
just too weak to get better. I reassured 
her during her last minutes that when 
she crossed the bridge, she would be 
able to see and hear again and would 
find someone to love and care for her. 
I miss you, Stella. – Lynne Glennon

This donation is made in memory of  
Barnaby, owned by Brent Edson, from 
the Costable family. – Carmen, Amy, 
Sheldon and Bradey Costable

In Memory of  Chloe of  Peppermint 
Springs (female Golden Retriever), 
owned by Tom and Robin Blend. 
– Wendy Bookhultz

In memory of  Steve Owen. – Patricia 
and Roger Van Zele

In memory of  Tucket. Please accept 
the enclosed check in memory of  a 

most beloved, wonderful, exemplary 
Golden Retriever, Tucket. Tucket’s out-
standing parents, Suzanne Johnson and 
Arthur Gertel, are deeply affected by 
her passing –  Suzanne Thompson   

Enclosed you will find a donation 
in memory of  Baxter (Buster 05-
208). Baxter was our second foster 
dog who we agreed to foster after he 
was returned to GRREAT because a 
young child in the family was unable 
to leave him alone. He was the first 
foster dog we took to an adoption 
day as we adopted our first foster. As 
new foster parents, we were unsure of  
how to decide on a family. A very wise 
GRREAT volunteer told us “the dog 
will tell you.” So we waited in the aisle 
for all the folks to come and look at 
our foster dog. It was a very busy day 
and many people stopped by to talk. 
One family stood out, the Mulligans, 
for each and every time they returned 
to our aisle, Baxter “lit up like a 
Christmas tree!” The Mulligans, howev-
er, also had a young child and we didn’t 
want Baxter to fail again. Of  course, 
we couldn’t deny the excitement in 
Baxter’s eyes each time this wonderful 
family would enter the aisle to pet him. 
We were somewhat unsure, but decided 
to listen to Baxter and adopted him to 
the Mulligans. Baxter was right; it was a 
wonderful match. We will never forget 
the lesson Baxter taught us and have 
used this wisdom to choose the per-
fect family for all of  our foster dogs. 
As we prepare to send our 14th foster 
to a new family, we are secure in the 
knowledge that “the dog will tell you.” 
We are deeply saddened by the loss of  
this beloved Golden, but are so grateful 
for the love that was provided him by 
his wonderful “forever family.” – Diane 
and John Hein 

In Memory Of...



17

Donations

This memorial is given to honor the life 
of  Grace, a beautiful Golden who died 
this week after a long and wonderful 
life. She was a much loved member of  
the family of  my daughter and son-in-
law. – Cynthia Chamberlin

In memory of  “Irish” Collins, beloved 
companion to Laurie and a true friend 
to all who met him. – Gloria and Marc 
Pound

Here is a donation that we wish we 
were making for another reason: In 
memory of  Champ (04 -169) who 
passed away suddenly, unexpectedly. 
Champ was incredibly sweet and gentle. 
He was remarkably patient with all the 
little dogs that just had to show him 
how much they loved him. And even 
people who said they didn’t like dogs 
liked Champ. We miss him so much, 
but our memories of  Champ lift our 
spirits—how he greeted us at the door 
with a squeaky toy (or two, or three) in 
his mouth; how he loved being in the 
“middle”; how he surely thought we 
could read his mind sometimes; how 
much he enjoyed going to the “people” 
park; and how he could eat 27 cream 
puffs in less than a minute. We love you 
Champ, always and forever. – Joyce and 
Scott Parkin  

In memory of  Mary Collings’ beloved 
Shelby. – Elizabeth Crane

Please accept this contribution in honor 
of  our friend, April Fritz. – Doug and 
Margaret Lamude

In honor of  Trish Collier and in mem-
ory of  our beloved GRREAT dogs, 
Cindy and Vince. – Nancy and Dave 
Smith

Given in honor of  Scott Thiell’s birth-
day and in celebration of  Taylor, the 
best Golden Retriever ever! From 

Lauren and Deluca. – Stacey Dash

I would like to honor Sue Erbele’s wed-
ding to Dave. – Pearl Cooprider

In honor of  Amber. – Sheila and Al 
Vertino

Enclosed are 2 checks: from the orga-
nization I’m associated with (Animal 
Welfare League of  the Northern Neck) 
and my personal animal fund (Shirley 
Perkins Memorial Fund for Animals). 
It is the practice of  AWL that we send 
a donation for each adult dog taken in 
to a rescue group and I try to send a 
little too. We are sending an additional 
contribution for Lady, for we know that 
she is costing GRREAT a “grreat” deal 
of  money due to her physical prob-
lems. I trust you believe that we had no 
idea how needy Lady was when we got 
her out of  the shelter and transported 
her to you. We are so grateful to your 
group and to the foster family that 
have decided to keep her. Lady is a true 
Golden treasure, as is your organiza-
tion. Thank you so much for accepting 
Lady and I hope the enclosed will help 
defray her expenses a little. – Joyce 
Page

I have paid the bill for Lady. Please 
send the reimbursement check to 
Healing Hand so there will be a credit 
for other visits. – Alan and Mollie 
Dickerson

Instead of  the check being returned to 
us for Merlin completing his training, 
we would like to donate the money to 
GRREAT as a very big “Thank You” 
in honor of  Nancy Forest and her hus-
band Bob Eisenhauer for being Merlin’s 
foster parents. There is no doubt 
that the love, care and training they 
bestowed on him was the best start to 
happiness he could have ever wished 
for. Also, their two fantastic Goldens, 

Marley and Houston, are his forever 
foster brothers who taught him how to 
play. – Lynne and Donald Mutersbaugh

Time donated for a behavior evaluation 
for Reese, the blind dog. – Aja Harris

To cover the cost of  the PWSPCA reg-
istration fee. – Glen MacDonald, Dee 
Brown 

This year instead of  gifts for my 10th 
birthday, I asked my friends to make 
a donation to GRREAT. I hope this 
helps your dogs. – Sincerely Erin Patton 
and Starbucks (07-148) (See “Special 
Young Donors” article and picture on 
page 12.)

For Max (09-095). – Candace Graves

For my dog Max. – Bruce and Valerie 
Rheinstein

Giving Express Online from American 
Express – on behalf  of  Eileen Bennett

Network For Good – on behalf  of  
Sheila and Al Vertino

Tyco Electronics – on behalf  of  Ethel 
and Haddon Carryer

Educational Testing Service Employee 
Donation - on behalf  of  Rebecca 
Moran 

Memorials can be seen at  
www.grreat.org/foreverfriends 

For Bella King. – Marcia and Norman 
King

In Memory Of...

In Honor Of...

To Help With Costs...

(continued on page 18)

Corporate Giving

Forever Friends Fund

For Other Reasons...
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Donations
GRREAT operates two funds for dogs with special needs. The Leo Fund provides surgical care for dogs in need and the Simile-Finale Fund pro-
vides holistic and alternative therapies (e.g., acupuncture, swim therapy, etc.) for special Goldens. To support these funds, make the selection on the 
online donation page or mention the fund in a letter with your contribution by mail. Thank you!

Leo’s Pals (up to $99)   
In memory of  Scarlet. – Linda and Les Brandwin  

In memory of  Scarlet, owned by Dr. and Mrs. Les Brandwin. – Andy and Peggy Sheren  

I held a lemonade stand to try to help pay for some of  the costs from the surgery for our foster dog and now 
adopted dog, Moses. This is what I made. – Devon Hero (See “Special Young Donors” article and picture on 
page 12)  

Leo’s Angels ($100-499) 
For Polar Bear and Chassidy. – Joe O’Neill and Walt Atha   

Leo’s Heroes ($500 and Over) 
In memory of  Wonderful Beautiful Loving Dixie, for the Auberry Family. – Jim and Ginny Hayes 

Leo’s Corner

As an all volunteer organization, it takes lots of  organization, teamwork, and hands to keep the Rescue operating smoothly. 
It requires balancing home life and rescue life. We would like to recognize the following individuals for their dedication to the 
Rescue.

President:  Robin Heinecke
Vice President:  Steve Bergstrom
Treasurer:  Stephanie Eberly
Secretary:  Louise Davidson           
Intake Coordinator:  Mary Collings
Foster Home Coordinator:  Erin Ledbetter
Foster Home Medical Coordinator:  Erin Ledbetter
Foster Home Application Coord:  Denise Malczewski
Participating Vets’ List Coordinator:  Joan Sills
Transport Coordinators:  Vicki Eurice & Jane Landis
Supply Coordinator:  Sue Rose
Adoption Coordinator:  Jessie Robinson
Adoption Application Coordinators:  Chuck Johnson (MD,  

 PA, DE), Robin Heineke (VA, DC, WV)
Home Visit Coordinator:  Kim and Paul Mayberry   

 (MD, PA, DE), Diane Lanigan (VA, DC, WV)
Applicant Database Coordinator:  Elizabeth Reimer
Available Dog List:  Marion Shields 
Current Dog List:  Elizabeth Reimer
Microchip Coordinator:  Jeff  Twining
GRREAT News Coordinator:  Joanne Poesch
GRREAT News Editor Assistant:  Felicia Barlow
Membership Coordinator:  Jeremy Ledbetter
Mail Coordinator:  Carolyn Beyer
Acknowledgements Coordinator:  Louise Davidson
Card Editor: Louise Davidson
Merchandise Coordinator:  Sharon Meirose
Grant Writers:  Kate Chatuape & Cindy Hsu
Training Coordinator:  Bud Allen
Volunteer Coordinator:  Lisa Cook

And a big thank you to our July (Germantown, MD) and August (Chantilly, VA) Adoption Day volunteers: 

Bret Hautamaki
Cindy Jones
Lucinda Twining
Jeff  Twining
Carla Brown 
Phil Hauck

Janet Hauck
Carla Brown
Erin Staton 
Katharine Aaby
Barbara Boyd

Catharine Stewart
Pete Peterson
Rebecca Hotop
Brad Staton
Sarah Navia

Harry Sethna
Jeannie Blood
John Swanson & Sydney
Marianne Bowen
George Toll

Thank You GRREAT Volunteers!
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HERE’S A DONATION
  I’d like to make a donation to GRREAT for  

_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________

  In honor of  
______________________________________

  In memory of  
______________________________________

  To thank  
_______________________________________ 
 
All donations are tax deductible and are gratefully 
acknowledged in GRREAT News.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
 New Member   Renewal 

Name ___________________________________

Address __________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

 Mark here if  this is an address or name change

Phone ( ________)________________________

E-mail Address____________________________

Mark as many as applicable:

 I am enclosing $30 for my 2009 membership dues.

 I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $______.

 I am interested in becoming a GRREAT Volunteer.  

        (Please fill out and return Volunteer form as well).

  I am interested in donating the following services  

or supplies to GRREAT:  

______________________________________
______________________________________

Checks should be made payable to GRREAT.  
Please mail forms with your contribution to:  

GRREAT, P.O. Box 3069, Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please complete this form to volunteer. Return to:

GRREAT
Attention: Volunteer Coordinator

P.O. Box 3069
Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

Name ___________________________________________

Street ____________________________________________

City, State, Zip_____________________________________

Email Address ____________________________________

Home Phone (_______)_____________________________

Cell Phone  (_______)_____________________________

Work Phone (_______)______________________________

OK to call at work?  Yes   No

Please indicate any area of  interest. 

The appropriate GRREAT Coordinator will contact you for 
more information.

_____ Become a foster home for GRREAT dogs

_____ Help at Adoption Events, Education Events,
          Fundraisers & Micro Chipping Clinics 
 
_____  Transport GRREAT dogs (to/from vet,  

animal shelter, etc.)

_____ Perform home visits for potential adopters prior to  
          adoption

_____ Additional Information or Comments: 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

This form can be filled out on-line at www.grreat.org.
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GRREAT Calendar of Events

September

13 Dog Days of  Downtown Silver Spring, 1pm - 5pm; 
Ellsworth Dr. in the heart of  Downtown Silver Spring Plaza; 
Silver Spring, Maryland

20 1st Annual Responsible Dog Ownership Day, 12pm - 
5pm, 412 Constant Friendship Blvd., Abington, Maryland

20 SPCA’s 89th Birthday Celebration 1pm - 3pm, 1815 Ridge 
Ave., Annapolis, Maryland

27 Pets On Wheels 4th Annual Dog-a-thon, 10am - 5pm, 
Oregon Ridge Park, 13401 Beaver Dam Rd., Cockeysville, 
Maryland 

October
4 Bark in the Park, Sponsored by the Humane Society of  
Charles County, 10am - 3pm, Turkey Hill Park, 9430 Turkey 
Hill Rd., LaPlata, Maryland

10 Dogfest 2009, 10am - 4:30pm, Shawan Downs, 1401 
Shawan Rd., Cockeysville, Maryland

10 The Canine Country Jamboree, 11am - 4pm, The 
Leesburg Canine Country Club, Evergreen Mills Rd., 
Leesburg, Virginia

17 McLean Pet Expo, 11am - 2pm, McLean Central Park, 
Corner of  Rt. 123 and Old Dominion Dr., McLean, Virginia

17 Prince William SPCA 4th Annual Adopt-A-Thon and 
Expo, 11am - 4pm, Sean T. Connaughton Community Plaza, 1 
County Complex Court, Woodbridge, Virginia

24 Wiseburg United Methodist Church Flea Market, 9am - 
2pm, 810 Wiseburg Rd., White Hall, Maryland 

24 Walk for Paws, 10am - 3pm; Howard County Board of  
Education; 10910 Rt. 108; Ellicott City, Maryland

25 Caring Hands Animal Hospital Open House, 11am - 3pm, 
Caring Hands Animal Hospital of  Bristow, 12733 Braemar 
Village Plaza, Bristow, Virginia 

31 GRREAT Annual 3K Walk; begins at 10am; 
Weber’s Pet Supermarket; 11021 Lee Hwy, Fairfax, Virginia

For a list of  upcoming events go to www.grreat.org/calendar.htm. For more information on any event, please email events@grreat.org and if  you wish to volunteer at any 
event, please email volunteer@grreat.org. Adoption Day dates and locations are listed on page 14. 


