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Bear (09-120) is a handsome, six year
old GRREAT boy, with a typical Golden Re-
triever temperament and a wish in his heart
to find his Forever Home. He is super sweet,
very eager to please, and always happy. Bear is
all set to snuggle and play with his new family,
but he just hasn’t found them yet. He’s hop-
ing that when you read about him, you’ll see
that he might be the wonderful canine addi-
tion to your family that you’ve been looking
for. If you’re ready to welcome a dog into
your home who loves hugs and kisses, please
read on.

Right from the start, Bear has been a
wonderful houseguest in his foster home. He
has the run of the house and can be left alone
for a regular workday, never having had an
accident in the house. He completely enjoys
his two canine siblings and dogs that come to
visit. Because he doesn’t enjoy meeting oth-
er dogs when he is leashed, Bear prefers to
stay home and play in the fenced yard rather
than go on walks. He also loves to play and
snuggle with his two human siblings, ages 6
and 10, and with his foster Mom and Dad.
It’s hard to say what Bear’s favorite activities
are since he’s such a go-with-the-flow kind of
guy. Fetch, running with his canine and hu-
man siblings, sitting with his head in his foster
Mom’s lap, and hugs and kisses are among the
things he loves. He even likes to be bathed
and brushed, probably because he adores the
human contact. When engaging in play with
youngsters, Bear can get a little carried away
with excitement, so a family with children
older than the age of 6 would be best.

When Bear came to GRREAT, his coat
was dry, he had ear problems, and he seemed
to have some difficulty walking. He was
thoroughly checked out by a vet and was di-
agnosed with an underactive thyroid condi-

tion. With inexpensive medication that’s eas-
ily given, Bear’s coat has become shiny and
soft, and his ear problems have lessened with
regular cleanings. The problem with his gait
will be life-long and was likely caused by his
thyroid condition being untreated for so long,
He has some difficulty with hardwood floors,
but can navigate carpeted stairs just fine, and
he is not in any pain. Bear just walks a little
differently from other Goldens, but his walk
is accompanied by a happy smile. An ortho-
pedic vet has confirmed that Bear has no joint
or bone issues; the problem is just a muscular
weakness.

Bear needs a family that will play with
him, snuggle with him, and tend to his simple
medical needs. If an easy-going, fun-loving
sweet Golden Retriever is not the kind of dog
you’re interested in, then Bear is definitely not
the boy for you. But if you’d like to be the
lucky family to bring Bear into your home for-
evet, or if you'd just like to learn more about
him, please contact our Adoption Coordina-
tot, Jessie Robinson at adoptions@gtreat.
org.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear GRREAT Members:

Although I've written articles for GRREAT News in the
past, I never imagined I’d be writing this President’s Message
to you. I’'m so excited to meet the challenges of my new role!
With 3 years of experience on the Board of Directors and 7
years of volunteering before that, along with the support of
my fellow Board members and all our wonderful volunteers,
I’m ready for all the rewarding work ahead.

So how did I get here? My family has always had dogs,
even before I came along, so it all probably started before 1
was even a twinkle in my father’s eye. When I look through
old family photo albums, I see pictures of me as an infant
lying on a blanket with a dog that had shown up on my
family’s doorstep before I was born; pictures of me as a little
girl holding our Dalmatian puppies; and pictures of me pos-
ing with the old family dog as a teenager. Dogs were always an
important part of the family; my parents and my siblings and
I have always known that a family just isn’t complete without
a dog or 2 or more!l And we’ve all known that rescued dogs
are special.

I can trace my involvement with GRREAT directly to a
sweet diabetic kitty I rescued 15 years ago. Reading about
diabetes online led me to a group of pet owners with diabetic
cats and dogs, which then led me to groups doing transports
of rescued dogs, which eventually led me to GRREAT. Even
though I never lived with a Golden Retriever, I’'ve always
loved the sporting breeds and Goldens in particular. Very
gradually, through the past 10 years, I became more involved
with GRREAT — and the more 1 did with the rescue, the
more I wanted to do. It’s become a bit of a healthy addic-
tion! After doing home visits and occasionally volunteering
at Adoption Days, I became an Intake Assistant 5 years ago
and started doing transports. Then I became the GRREAT
Secretary 3 years ago and started to learn so much more
about how GRREAT operates. There are so many aspects to
keeping a large dog rescue organization going, and so many
volunteers are involved.

I want to thank our out-going President Steve Bergstrom
who stepped up to fill the position that was vacated last fall,
even though he knew the demands of a very busy work
schedule would not permit him to continue as the head of
the rescue. Thank you, Steve, for your leadership in guiding
us through the past few months.

And I want to thank all our wonderful volunteers and
donors who make GRREAT such a successful rescue organi-
zation. Your selflessness and generosity are so much appreci-
ated; without you, we would not be able to continue to find
loving homes for so many rescued Golden Retrievers. I would
like to encourage everyone to consider volunteering with

The Davidson Dogs:
Penny 07-024, Kate, Ruby Dee 07-086, and Cooper in front

GRREAT just a little, or volunteering just a little more. I'm
sure you'll find its fun and rewarding, and perhaps it will
become your healthy addiction too!

—Louise Davidson, GRREAT President

Chief’s Fund

We are pleased to announce Chief’s Fund in honor of
a sweet and beautiful GRREAT dog who suffered from a
seizure disorder. The fund was established by Chief’s fos-
ter family, Chuck and Sandra Johnson, to provide MRI’s
(Magnetic Resonance Imaging) for GRREAT dogs. MRI is
a sophisticated and expensive diagnostic medical procedure.
Chief’s condition could have been better understood if
an MRI had been performed eatlier than it was. You may
read about Chief and the fund named in his honor on the

GRREAT web site at www.grreat.org/chief fund.htm.




Cowboy and Wills,
A Love Story

by Monica Holloway, 2009, 279 pp., about §24.00

Review by Skye Anderson

I really must stop
starting to read books at
10 pm! This is the fourth
book in a row, the fourth
night in a row, that I
have not been able to
put down the book until
I finished it in the wee
hours of the morning; 1
am pretty selective in the
books that T like. This
one, I love!

There
titles currently in book-

several

| Moniea
Holloway

are

- “E  stores about autistic kids
and their dogs. Perhaps you have read Nuala Gardner’s .4
Friend Like Henry: The Remarkable True Story of an Autistic Boy
and the Dog That Unlocked His World (Golden Retriever, tool).
Just like Henry, Cowboy unlocks the world for Wills.

Wills is diagnosed at age 3 and wants a puppy from that
time on. Instead, he gets fish and a hamster and a turtle and
a bunny, but it is not until Cowboy enters his world that
little steps out of his world become big steps into the world
of others.

Mother Monica has done her research and decided
NOT to get a puppy from a pet store (think puppy mill
puppies), but she has promised Wills a puppy before she
has located one. Two months should be time enough to
find the perfect pup, right? — and there are just no pup-
pies to be found as Christmas fast approaches. Therefore,
Monica goes to an upscale pet store that locates a puppy
from Missouri. Cowboy finally arrives at Christmas when
Wills is six... when both he and his mom have the flu. Cow-
boy turns out to be one sick little puppy, too, but the family
loves her and nurses her back to health.

Cowboy Carol Lawrence Holloway is a female Golden
Retriever puppy who owns Wills, a young kindergartener
with an autism spectrum disorder. In many ways, Wills is
brilliant, but he is also inordinately shy and simply over-
whelmed by noises — like at birthday parties and Hallow-
een — and by changes in routine. Cowboy doesn’t care.
She loves Wills anyway and because they are inseparable,
Cowboy brings Wills along with her out into the world and

shows Wills that he can survive; she gives him the courage.
He follows her because she is his “sister.”

Cowboy is not a trained therapy dog (she is not even
trained!), but she nevertheless works miracles for Wills by
just being herself. She sleeps with Wills — for the first time,
he can sleep in his own bed, in his own room because Cow-
boy is there; she runs around the backyard like a zoomie,
and she digs in the dirt and swims in the pool. Eventually,
Wills relaxes and doesn’t let the dirt bother him. He even
jumps in the backyard pool — to save Cowboy — for the
first timel

Cowboy is so cute and huggable and adorable that ev-
eryone loves her on sight — all the kids in Wills’ class es-
pecially. And because of Cowboy, Wills ventures out of his
shell and finally becomes an accepted member of his class.
Cowboy brings him right along with her because “Cowboy
needs me,” he says.

Interspersed with photos of Wills, and photos of Cow-
boy, and photos of Wills and Cowboy, Monica’s story is
actually two stories: the story of Wills’ awakening and the
story of love by and for Cowboy. Cowboy stays around just
long enough to complete her work. In many ways, this is
also Monica’s story. Even Monica changes from an overly
protective mother who cleans and cleans and cleans again
(compulsively), to that hardest role of all...a mother who
lets go.

This is a book you will like. You will like Wills and
Mother Monica and Father Michael, and you will love Cow-
boy. She is rambunctious — just what the doctor would
order to bring Wills out into the world. And that is what
happens, slowly. This is a heart-warming story that you just
won’t be able to put down. I couldn’t.

I can’t think of a better name for a female Golden Re-
triever than Cowboy!

Skye Anderson is a pet first aid instructor-trainer with the
American Red Cross.

GRREAT Annual Bark-B-Que

Mark Your Calendars! This year’s GRREAT Annual Bark-
B-Que will be held on:

May 22, 2010
11am to 3pm
Quiet Waters Park, Red Pavilion
Annapolis, Maryland

As the date gets closer, more details will become available.




The Transformation of a Golden Retriever - Ben’s Story
by The Bakalich Family

It was only
two weeks af-
ter placing our
GRREAT fos-
ter dogs, Leah
and Kane, into
their
home that I re-
alized, and fi-
nally accepted
the fact, I will
always have a Golden in my home. Leah and Kane were
with us for 7 months and had become part of the family,

forever

but we knew deep down that their true forever home was
out there... waiting for them. And the sad yet bitter sweet
moment was hugging them for the last time and watching
them pull away in the van with their new family, both of
them looking anxiously out the back window at me. The
tears ran down my face as I walked back into the house that
all of a sudden seemed so empty and quiet after having two
Goldens romping around it for months. I decided to get
into a new routine that did not revolve around Leah and
Kane, and I tried to tell myself it was great not having to
come home at lunch to let them out, or come right home
after work, or stop our late night walks before bed or mid-
dle of night doggie kisses just to make sure I was still there.
I was now free to go on spontaneous weekend or even day
time trips... but I soon realized that I was only fooling my-
self. I started looking at the list of new dogs coming into
GRREAT desperately needing foster homes. And so be-
gins... the story of Ben.

Augnst 9, 2009

My son Jerad and I were excited that Sunday in August
as we waited for Ben to arrive. The toys were all strategically
placed throughout the house to welcome him, there was
fresh water in his bowl, and Hansel & Gretel treats along
the way encouraging him to explore his new surroundings.
But — that scenario we played out in our minds — was not
how it was going to be. When Ben arrived, he was fearful
and would not get out of the mini-van. All the coaxing,
treats, and soothing talk would not stop him from shivering
and moving away from us as we tried to gently get him out
of the vehicle. When he finally jumped down, he ran right
under a bush in front of the house to hide and was shak-
ing uncontrollably. My heart broke as I could just imagine
the trauma this poor guy had gone through — his family
of four years dumping him at a shelter not wanting him
anymore, a new family adopting him, then after 3 weeks
changing their minds and calling GRREAT to come and

get him. We eventually got Ben into the house where he
immediately crawled under the kitchen table for safety, wary
of his surroundings and shaking. This spot was going to be
his safe place where he would stay for several days only to
venture out to cautiously eat his food and to go outside to
relieve himself.

We came to find out that Ben had been kept in a garage
most of his four years and being outside seemed to over-
whelm him. He would look up at the sky, flinch if anything
moved, and would run to the door to go back into the house.
Going for a walk was impossible as he associated a leash
with a beating and would just “shut down” and refuse to
move, the same reaction if you tried to get him into the car.
Inside the house, he was afraid to leave the kitchen, scared
of the noise and flashing light of the TV; he didn’t know
how to go up or down stairs and refused to go through the
garage to get to the back yard. We quickly learned, we had a
lot of work ahead of us with Ben and prayed that we would
be able to help him so he would be adoptable and could be
placed into a loving forever home.

That first week, we took turns lying on the floor in the
kitchen holding him and petting him while telling him he
was good boy. Eventually, he started coming out from un-
der the table more and more. He would venture into the
family room adjoined to the kitchen to see where we were,
as we would call him from time to time to join us. Slowly he
would enter the room, get scared of the TV and run back to
the kitchen. After a couple weeks, he became comfortable
coming into the family room and would lie on the floor as
we watched TV.

Ben was also stricken with severe separation anxiety,
and we soon realized that we could not leave him alone for
more than 30 minutes. During the first of several panic at-
tacks, he pulled down the family room drapes tearing them,
chewed up prescription sunglasses, grabbed items off the
kitchen counter, pulled down the dish rack breaking all the
glasses in it and chewed the area rug in the family room.
We then set up a large heavy metal dog crate for him, but
he managed to chew the bars trying to get out, which could
cause him harm so we took it down. Juggling our work
schedules to make sure someone was home with Ben all the
time was now becoming a problem. We started hiring dog
sitters and booking them in advance to make sure we could
go to work, run errands, or go out on the weekends. Just
like having kids again!!

I talked to GRREAT about the challenges we were fac-
ing with Ben and asked for assistance. We decided to hire a
dog trainer to come to the house once a week to work with
us. Our trainer, Joy Freedman, worked with dogs having be-
havioral issues, watched and analyzed Ben and soon came
up with a plan to help him overcome his many fears. The




plan required a lot of patience and daily commitment on our
part to work with Ben. I sat and read in the back of my SUV
with the hatch open for what seemed hours, waiting for Ben to
venture up to the car and grab the treats I was throwing nearby
to gain his trust. Gradually throughout the weeks, he started
jumping in the car with me as I read and then jumped right
back out, then in again. Soon he realized there was nothing
to fear and became more comfortable getting in the car, still a
little wary, but more at ease.

His leash fears lessened when we switched from a collar
leash that allowed him to pull back trying to wiggle out of
his collar, to a harness leash giving us much more control. It
soon worked and he was more receptive to letting us take the
lead... but only for a short distance. He was still afraid of go-
ing down the driveway, going out the front door, or just sitting
in the front of the house. When in the front, he would shake
and try to run to the back yard and it was a physical struggle to
hold all 80 Ibs. of him waiting for his fear to subside. He was
fearful of cars going by, of unfamiliar noises, children talking,
joggers, and he would try to frantically get away to run back to
his comfort zone.

I soon realized that Ben did not like to be confined at all —
no closed doors, no crates, and no leashes, nothing that would
restrain him. I took down all gates going into other rooms that
I was afraid he would destroy, but knew he wouldn’t since he
was afraid to leave the kitchen and family room. I started leav-
ing the back door open when I was home, so he could wander
in and out as he pleased, and I would often toss the ball for
him from the kitchen encouraging him to go outside. His fear
of going through the garage diminished soon after we started
placing his food bowl there and leaving all the doors open for
an easy exit if he got scared.

To lessen his anxiety about being left alone, we practiced
leaving the house through one door, then coming right back
and sitting down, then leaving again through yet another door
and coming back in a different door. Not knowing if we were
actually leaving, or not, started lessening his anxiety. I also
started putting my keys and purse in the car, moving the car
down the driveway out of sight and sound, and coming back
in the house for a few minutes then leaving through another
door and driving away. This slowly started to work and after a
few weeks we could leave Ben for 1 hour, then 2 hours, then 3
hours, but not much longer than that.

The breaking point with Ben’s anxiety came when another
GRREAT family, Phil and Janet Hauck, brought their Golden
over to the house to help with Ben’s fear of stairs, hoping he
would follow their dog. At firstit didn’t work, but within 2 hours
he was running up and down the stairs! His comfort zone now
expanded to that unknown mysterious place he would watch
us disappear to each night and was deathly afraid to follow. He
immediately changed, running through the house, jumping in
bed with my son, grabbing a stuffed animal from one of the

bedrooms, and he was so excited and proud of himself... his
self-confidence exploded that day! That night he started sleep-
ing on the floor in my bedroom.

He joins me in my home office while I work and has
claimed himself as master of the house. Ben is now your typi-
cal Velcro Golden that loves to follow me everywhere I go,
walks around with toys in his mouth, playfully shows me items
he has found that he considers his, if you let him have them,
and is a changed dog. He is now left alone as long as we need
him to be and he waits patiently for our return, peeking out the
window and coming to greet us at the door.

Since ball throwing was something Ben loved, we used it
to encourage him to leave the backyard. Weeks of tossing the
ball to each other while gradually moving down the driveway
was just too tempting for him to watch from afar, and he even-
tually started moving toward us, then running toward us to join
in the game. He now comfortably goes down the driveway, will
walk a little ways up the street and his fear of car rides is mini-
mal. Ben now jumps in the back of the SUV with just a little
coaxing, loves to run in the field, walk through the Pet Store,
visit family and play with other dogs. To top if off, his favorite
thing to do is to fetch the paper every morning. He goes out
the FRONT door, hunts for the paper (rain or snow), and runs
to the back door to bring it in and sits for his treat. One day he
got over zealous and started retrieving the neighbor’s papers as
well forcing me to redeliver them in my PJ’s before they real-
ized they were missing!

He is so proud of himself and we are so proud of him!
He grows more and more each day, and before long, he will be
running everywhere, swimming, fetching and being the Gold-
en Retriever that he was always meant to be. Ben has been a
challenge, but he has brought so much joy into our lives just
watching his transformation. He has captured our hearts and
our Christmas present to him this year was giving him his For-
ever Home — US|




A Snow Story

by Skip Nizer

I am still feeling the ef-
fects of global warming —
about 20 inches of snow
still cover my yard except
for the foot path I had to
make for Toby. Toby is a
mixed something, He has
the coat and color of a Yel-
low Lab, jaws that feel like
a Pit Bull, the body length of a Beagle and the legs of a short
Basset.

Scout did his best to try to make a path for Toby in the
34 inches that fell, but Toby got stuck. I had to take the snow
blower and make a path and a bathroom area for them. It was
funny watching Toby get stuck and Scout jumping up and then
rolling in the snow:.

We were cursing the white stuff, shoveling it, throwing it
into huge piles, fighting to get our cars out, re-shoveling after
the plows closed our driveways again, worrying about getting to
work, and what we would find when we got there... while our
dogs played in it, bit at it, chased snowballs, rolled in it and just
layed in it. You see, dogs are smart enough to know that it is US
that have to go to work while they look out the windows; that
it is US who have to drive in it while they play in it; and it is US
that will go to the store for food and they get to stay home wait-
ing to be fed. I figure they know that we will struggle to get the
food because if it gets bad enough, we will share our food with
our dogs, but we aren’t willing to share their food.

I explained to Scout why I took my snow blower out of the
shed at the end of the yard and moved it under the deck in front
of the patio doors, but couldn’t explain to him the next day why
I hadn’t done the same with the gas can. He did enjoy following
me in the snow to the shed.

It had been a long day with shoveling, pushing the snow
blower thru drifts, chopping ice at the end of the driveway, etc.
so I didn’t do much more than clear the back deck steps and
door area. After a late dinner, I let the dogs out and sat down in
my glider rocker. A few minutes later, I looked towards the din-
ing room window into the darkness. Then peering down at me,
I saw a ghost. Its eyes were staring down at me and it had to be
more than 7 feet tall! As I looked back at it, I started to make out
a faint form. I got up from my rocker and slowly walked to the
window: I stood there looking up atits eyes as they towered over
me. “Debbie”, I called, ‘Guess who is standing on the snow that
is on the patio deck table?” She replied, “Scout.”

I guess that is the difference between people and dogs. We
fight it while dogs just enjoy it. I was happy that he didn’t try
for the roof.

Don’t forget to pet your dog,

Dear Janet,

Our Golden, Jenni, has a habit of taking her muzzle, putting it under
our hand or forearm and nudging npward when she wants attention.
She started by nudging quite gently, so at first we thought this habit
was cute and sweet and wed pet her when she nudged. Now, however,
she’s moved on to starting with a fairly forceful nudge, and if we don’t
respond shell progress to really powerful nudges. Besides being some-
what annoying, her bebavior makes typing on the computer difficult.
The incident that prompted us to write, though, was that Jenni made
a guest spill a drink all over himself, onr conch and rug by nudging
him while he was sitting on our couch holding the drink. Shes a nice,
Sriendly dog and is a wonderful member of our family, but we would
life 10 get her to stop this habit. ~ O.P.

Dear O.P.

Jenni is offering a behavior, nudging, which has gotten her
attention in the past under the assumption that doing the
same behavior again will get her the same results. You can
see this same pattern in many dogs when you pull out a
dog treat and show it to a dog. He/she will sit without be-
ing told to do so because in the past, doing a sit has been
rewarded with the treat.

In order to get Jenni to stop nudging for attention, teach
her another behavior that you'd like her to offer instead.
The most common behavior that families chose to teach in
this situation is a sit, but you can choose any behavior that
she can do on command. Everyone in your family must
agree on the same behavior.

Once you’ve chosen a behavior, ask Jenni to do that behav-
ior every time before you pet her, even if she’s not asking to
be petted. Also ask her to do the behavior before she gets
anything else that she wants, such as putting her leash on to
go for a walk, putting her food bowl down at dinner etc. Af-
ter a while, Jenni will see that she has to offer the behavior
before getting anything, and when she wants to be petted
she will offer the new behavior instead of nudging you.

In the meantime, each time Jenni nudges you, tell her “no,”
then give her the command for your desired behavior.
When she complies with your desired behavior, praise her.
When you have a guest over, tell her/him to not pet Jenni
if she nudges. If you see her nudging a guest, you, not the
guest, should tell her no, then ask her for your desired be-
havior. It is not fair to Jenni to have an outsider correcting
her in her home. At first, Jenni will be confused by the new
rules, but with patience and consistency on your part. she
will catch on.

Janet McMillan is the owner of Best Behaved Dogs, providing in-home

obedience and bebavior modification to dogs and their families. 1f you
have a question for Janet for this column, or wonld like more informa-
tion on her services, please contact her at jane!(@ bestbehaveddogs.com
or visit her website at www.bestbebaveddogs.com




In Memory of Sadie (00-059)

by Curtis and Stephanie Dalpra

Sadie Sue Red Whitly Girl Dog (GRREAT 00-059) died
June 14, 2009. Sadie came to us a short while after we decid-
ed to foster for GRREAT. Mary Ellen Lunde brought her
to us after Sadie had been picked up from the Westminster
pound, scheduled for a needle. Mary Ellen called first, and
we were waiting when she arrived. “I really wanted to give
you an easy one for your first foster,” she said, “but there are
no other foster homes. Can you take her?”

The timorous red dog looked at me from the doorstep
for a moment, and came in and slowly brought her face
against my thigh. She recked of cow poo. “I gave her two
baths before we came,” Mary Ellen said. “Of course we’ll
take her,” I said. Sadie leaned into me harder. And so it be-
gan. After a couple more baths, Sadie smelled respectable
and after some time, she got over her reticence at all the
bathing and loosened up a tiny bit.

The dog that came to stay was pretty neurotic. She was
not interested in going onto the stairs, didn’t know or show
interest in toys, and wasn’t particularly interested in playing
games. It quickly became clear that her two primary interests
were food and companionship — the two traits that would
guide her through the rest of her life. As time went on, Sadie
found her place in our home and worked on negotiating the
steep flight of stairs up to the office, where 1 spent much
time. It went slowly, with Sadie going up three steps at a time
before retreating to the ground floor. Eventually, she could
make it up the complete flight to attain her prize, me.

She also bonded with Tahoe, our Golden, and Mr. Pea-
body, a British Cocker that found my wife along a highway.
Sadie fit in well in this collection of outcasts. As time went
on, Sadie served and enjoyed her role as dog matron of the
family. She was always the middle presence, somehow the
balance for the pack despite her many fears and neuroses.
She was always a gentle, even timid dog unless driven to the
brink. After Tahoe passed away, Sadie moped a little until the
arrival of Matley, a new Golden puppy. She adopted Matley
as her own puppy, and she seemed to get 5 years younger as
she helped guide Marley’s conditioning,

Time went by, and about 5 years ago, Sadie had a seizure
that lasted more than five minutes. I thought she was going
to die in my lap, but she slowly came out of it. While she
was to still spend many good days with us, her neuropathy
increased. Through time, her balance decreased and arthritis
meant that she could no longer get upstairs, although she
quickly adjusted to sleeping on the ground floor instead of
the bedroom. She gradually lost control of her bladder, and
despite late night trips outside, we would sometimes find her
sleeping on her wet dog bed in the morning. Most of the
time, she would move out of it and remain surprisingly dry.

In the spring of 2009, she was weakening, spending a
lot of time sleeping. Eventually, she could not walk very
well, and she died early on the morning of June 14. We were
fortunate to have her die at home without assistance, and
it helped all of us, especially our younger Golden, Matley,
to get closure. We miss her greatly. Thanks to GRREAT
for allowing Sadie into our lives. It was a gift to watch her
personality blossom over the years, to have her become a so-
ciable, good-natured dog. She gave back everything we gave
her and more.

A close companion left me yesterday

She had to go but wanted nothing more than to stay
I know it had to be that way

Now there’s an empty space where she used to lay

I still have the vision of happy times

Running fields, fording streams, walking down road
lines

Lying in the sun, watching fish and frogs

The good times with Sadie Sue Red Whirly Girl Dog
She taught us to abide, just push on despite all

Keep taking steps, get up after you fall

We sure will miss her, our time together flew

There will never be another like Sweet Sadie Sue

Sadie (00-059) and puppy Marley




A Poem for Jake

Please accept the enclosed donation in loving memory of Jan Brown’s long-term foster, Jake (08-147). This wonderful guy
had previously been given up twice due to his severe allergies, but finally found GRREAT and Jan. Through her efforts and
his big heart, Jake’s allergies were being brought under control and his initially thin and scruffy coat was returning to Golden
standards when he was diagnosed with lymphoma. He made it about another eight months, to January, before the happiness
left his eyes and Jan released him to the Rainbow Bridge.

Jake, you made one thing very clear to me — you don’t have to be pretty to be beautiful. Rest in peace Big Fellow, and
know that you are loved and missed.

Jan and I collaborated on the following and ask that you print it in memory of not only Jake, but also of the myriad other
dogs of all breeds whose lives followed similar courses.

~ Greg Russell

Farewell to Our Pupper
by Jan Brown and Greg Russell

In memory of Jan’s long-term foster Jake (08-147)

Go to sleep our tired sweet pupper,
Dream of white clouds floating by;
Hear the Angel Dogs a singin’
That’s a pupper’s lullaby.

Worry not about tomorrow;
Tomorrow you’ll be free of pain;
For tonight you’ll sleep in Heaven,
No more cancer €’er again.

Earthly allergies gave you problems,
Made your tummy red and sore;
There’re no allergens in Heaven

So you’ll be itchy nevermore.

When you look at us from Heaven,
From your vantage high above,
Please know that we miss you deeply
And that you’ll always have our love.

Rest in peace our tired sweet puppet,
Sleep on white clouds floating by;
Join the Angel Dogs a singin’
Another pupper’s lullaby.




Pet Video Library - “Books on Video”

Review by Skye Anderson

The long wait is over for pet
families! Pet Video Library (www.
petvideolibrary.com) has finally
come out with informative DVDs
on the basics of dogs, cats, turtles,
fish, birds, and small animals (i.e.,
rabbits, hamsters and ferrets).
Unfortunately, the dog videos are
not the best and since many of

our readers are interested in Labs
and Goldens, these DVDs com-
prise the following review.

The breed DVDs cover history and development, exet-
cise and nutrition, characteristics and temperament, everyday
grooming, health and aging, and helpful training tips, as well
as a bonus section on training. Other DVDs in the dog series
cover fundamentals, entertainment, and training; they sound
interesting.

First, I like to know how many minutes of video are on
the DVD 1 am purchasing. I couldn’t find that information
anywhere on the product box, so I felt I was taking a chance
with my $15 per DVD, but they turned out to have more than
20 minutes of content plus the bonus “interactive” training
section. The back of the DVD box does describe the bonus
section of live obedience instruction by renowned canine be-
haviorist, Shannon Holstein. This alone perplexed me as to
why is a canine behaviorist needed for training a dog rather
than a dog trainer? This is someone neither I, nor any of my
dog training colleagues, have ever heard of.

The two DVDs I purchased had almost identical scripts
all the way through — not necessarily a bad idea — and the
announcer was quite good. He spoke v-e-1-y slowly and used
constant facial expressions to make his points.

These are good first books or videos on breeds and show
a lot of great puppy photography that you will want to see
again and again...although there is a frequent disconnect be-
tween the script and the photography. While you are viewing
and reviewing, more of the information will sink in. For ex-
ample, at age 2, your dog is a teenager; at 3, an adult; at 7, a
senior.

An excellent vaccination chart is part of the health sec-
tion but if you follow it, you will be taking your dog to the vet
7 times from 6 weeks to 20—24 weeks old — and more, count-
ing de-worming]!

Viewers will hear many good ideas, including the advice
to take your dog to the vet twice a year and to never hit your
dog. You will generally feed your best friend a pound of dog
food a day, which amounts to about 25-30 pounds a month
at a cost of about $30 for premium dog food on a monthly
basis.

A couple of things to warn new dog families about in
this DVD: too many small children are shown hugging their
dogs — a practice good dog trainers never recommend be-
cause even most good dogs only tolerate a miniscule amount
of hugging. And, secondly, the ever-present pups were shown
chewing the bark of trees, a strange practice that I don’t rec-
ommend as chew toys are abundant.

The bonus training section covered “sit, down, stand,
come and stay” — all the basic skills. Both videos demonstrat-
ed with the same dog, a Border Collie, rather than a Golden
or a Lab, so I suspect that all the breed videos have the exact
same bonus section. This is not bad, unless you expect to see
Goldens on the Golden DVD and ILabs on the Lab DVD.
The trainer is fairly good and I recommend watching this sec-
tion again and again.

All in all, with the above caveats, these DVDs are a pretty
good buy for the new dog family if you don’t mind being
called a “master.”

Skye Anderson is a pet first aid instructor-trainer with the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

Silent Auction and My Gold
Party to Benefit GRREAT

This year the PVGRC (Potomac Valley Golden Re-
triever Club) Banquet will be held on Saturday, March
27, 2010 in Gaithersburg, MD. They will be hosting two
events this year to benefit GRREAT —a Silent Auction and
a My Gold Party.

All the proceeds from the Silent Auction will go to
GRREAT. Unique Golden Retriever items are always very
welcome. We are also looking for donations of large bas-
kets containing dog or field/hunting/fishing items. Bas-
kets should be worth about $100.00. Please send your do-
nation by March 14, 2010 to:

Lona Gordon Robin Heinecke

8402 Chaucer House Ct 107 Holden Farm Lane
Lorton, VA 22079-5009 Queenstown, MD 21658
lonamarie@cox.net tjlh24@aol.com

703-493-9642 410-758-2395

If you would like to arrange for delivery or pick-up,
please email or call either L.ona or Robin.

In addition to the Silent Auction, PVGRC will be
hosting a My Gold Party. This is an opportunity to turn
your gold jewelry into cash and help benefit GRREAT at
the same time! For more details on how to donate your

gold, see the event flyer at www.grreat.org/grreatimages/
frontpage/PVGRC_gold_party Marl0.pdf.




Why Animal Communication is Important
by Sherry B. True

Communica-

tion is important to
| all of us whether we
are human or ani-
{ mal. It is our way of
| sharing our feelings,
' thoughts and emo-
 tions. Every day, we
as people communi-
i cate with each other

on all sorts of levels.
It could be through body language, through our eyes, through
our speaking or even through our thoughts. We are bombard-
ed each day with hundreds of thousands of images and mes-
sages. All of these things are part of our daily communication
with ourselves, each other and our animal companions.

Animal communication is an important part of you and
your animal companion’s world. In understanding animal
communication, we can better assist our pets when specific
issues or concerns arise. I have experienced amazing things
during many animal communication sessions. Many times a
behavior will change after a communication session all be-
cause the animal just needed to be heard and then they stop
that behavior. Others want me to tell their caretakers that they
are happy with the jobs they have and not to change them, or
sometimes to let their people know it is time to just go out and
have more fun!

I talk in their language of telepathy. It is in the sending
and receiving of images we are able to communicate. They
are able to express their thoughts and feelings to me so that I
might be able to let their caretaker know what is going on with
them. We are always communicating with our pets whether we
know it or not. We ask them to learn our language, so why not
learn theirs?

Most of us are constantly talking to them as if they un-
derstand. Do they understand English? Do they understand
Japanese? Not really, but what they do understand are the
thoughts that you are putting out there along with the heart
emotion attached to it. Why is it the night before you have to
take them to the vet, you never mention the word “vet”, but
in your mind you are thinking about getting up the next morn-
ing and getting them in the car to drive to the vet’s office.
You get up the next day and you can’t find them or they just
“know” something is different about today and they refuse to
eat. They know because of your thoughts.

We think because we speak we are really intelligent when,
in fact, we are at the bottom of the barrel when it comes to
communication. Did you know that we are the only species
on the planet that does not talk with another species, and we
barely talk to one another? Animals are in constant communi-

cation with everything around them.

In learning and understanding their language and their
way of communicating, we can help to deepen our relation-
ship with them and also with ourselves. It gives us the oppoz-
tunity to learn how to communicate with all that surrounds us
— people, animals and nature. Everything has a voice if we
can be quiet enough in our minds to listen.

I work with mind, body and spirit when dealing with ani-
mals. Animal communication is often that missing part that
helps to put the complete puzzle into place. I have had the
pleasure of meeting some really funny and goofy pets and
then there are some really spiritual and prophetic pets. They
are as different as we are and each has a very different message
they bring with them. As important as communication is for
us, it is also as vital for our animal companions. They too are
always looking for ways to express themselves.

Sherry B. True is owner and service provider for Spirit Paws, alter-
native animal wellness services. Her services include Animal Communi-
cation, Healthy Pet Consults, Animal Blessings and Healing Touch for
Animals®. For more information, please visit www.spiritbaws.cons.

Have You Renewed
Your Membership?

Be sure not to miss out on a thing! Renew your GRREAT
membership for 2010.

We rely on membership dues, donations, and fundrais-
ing to operate. Your $30 membership dues keep this news-
letter coming to your mailbox every two months and will
help us save more Goldens in 2010.

Please continue to support GRREAT by being a mem-
ber. Clip and complete the membership renewal form on
page 19 of this newsletter. Be sure to include your current
mailing and email addresses. Mail the form along with a
check for $30 payable to GRREAT. Send to: GRREAT, PO
Box 3069, Falls Church VA 22043-0069.

If you would like to
ship online, please visit the
http: membershi

If you have any questions, please contact Jeremy Led-
better, Membership Coordinator, at membership@gtreat.

renew your member-
following web page:

WWW.gtreat.or mbr_center.htm

otg
We hope that you will continue to be a part of our
GRREAT family!




ADOPTION REPORT

Name # Age
Lucy 09-076 4
Casey 09-215 5
Sophie 09-224 10mo
Kloe 09-230 3
Rob 09-206 11mo
Trooper 09-209 5
Tessa 09-219 8
Oakley 09-222 5
Cali 09-223 1
Molly 09-226 7
Kobe 09-233 1
Sonny 08-228 12
Micki 07-009 16
Carly 09-151 9
Ben 09-165 4
Jake 09-197 1

GRREAT Adoption Days

Saturday, April 10, 2010 - noon until 2 p.m.
Petco

6612 Richmond Highway

Alexandria, VA 22306

Saturday, May 1, 2010 - noon until 2 p.m.
Petco

2319-D Forest Drive

Annapolis, MD 21401

Saturday, June 5, 2010 - noon until 2 p.m.
Petco

2441-F Centreville Road

Herndon, Virginia 20171

Saturday, July 10, 2010 - noon until 2 p.m.
Petco

12960 Middlebrook Road #520A
Germantown, MD 20874

Sex

Name # Age Sex
Maddox 09-213 6
Dennis 09-225 12
Gracie 09-228 1
Cruiser 09-229 7
Barclay 09-242 2
Tess 09-247 4
Maguire 09-017 12
Bella 09-163 5
Hamlet 09-218 13
Jack 09-220 1
Emmy 09-236 5
Sam 09-237 1
Addison 09-238 5
Ferris 09-240 2
Buddy 09-241 2

S ETMET TR LE

Saturday, August 7 2010 - noon until 2 p.m.
Petco

10800 Promenade Lane

Manassas, VA 2010 2 p.m.

Saturday, September 11, 2010 - noon until 2 p.m.
Petco

615 Belair Road, Suite P

Bel Air, Maryland 21014

Saturday, October 2, 2010 - noon until 2 p.m.
Petco

6612 Richmond Highway

Alexandria, VA 22306

Saturday, November 6, 2010 - noon until 2 p.m.
Petco

2319-D Forest Drive

Annapolis, MD 21401




DONATIONS

Thank You for
Your Donations

*denotes total contribution of §100-§499
**denotes total contribution of $500-§999
**¥denotes total contribution of §$1000 or more

Anita and Frank Abbruscato
Paula Abernethy

Phoebe Bacon

Priscilla and John Borden

Lee and Daniel Broh-Kahn*
Doug and Pam Brouder
William Buklad*

Holly and Vincent Caporale**
Ethel and Haddon Carryer
Teresa and Greg Chapman
Kate and Art Chutuape*
Barbara Cippel

Jan and Jack Clark*

Allison Clelan

John Clewett and Cindy Speas*
Mary Dougherty

Barbara Dunnington

Kevin and Diane Duvall**
Kathy Dyjack

Jeff and Carolyn Eckhaus*
Chuck and Carolyn Ellington*
Connie and Ben Etheridge**
Mark Franco

Tom and Alison Gillette

Al and Sylvia Glaser*

Edward and Susan Glynn
Bruce and Sue Gross
Demetrio Guerrero and Sandra Rutan
Stephen Harris, from Tyler Duncan
Stephen and Kristina Hays*
Patty Heenan

Tonia Heffner*

Dorothy and Ernest Helmick*
Sue and Chatles Henkin*
Pamela Higgins

Jeftrey Houpt

Mary Anne Hovatter

Nancy and Richard Hughes*
Michael and Janene Kalb*
Kathleen Keller***

Joan and Tim Kirchner*
Robert Knitzer

Gary and Debbie Kramer*
Caroline and Thomas Koluch*
Megan and Jordan Lally
Dennis and Lisa Maher

Alan and Hope Mazurowski
Neal and Judy McKinley*
Bob and Patty Means

Judi Medwedeff

Ruth Meier

Lisa and Andrew Melvin

Lee Ann and Earl Moore
Terry and Karen Moses*
Edward Niemann*

Charles Nordstrom

Atlene and Chuck Otzel*
Joyce and Ralph Page
George and Laura Panagoulis
Joyce and Scott Parkin
Harvey and Lenora Pascal
Royce Peabody

Jeftrey and Amy Price

Brian and Ann Marie Quinn*
Elizabeth and Steven Reimer**
Stella and Rick Rineer

Dan and Lillian Roach*
Brandon and Lauren Robinson
Robin Ruth-Coleman

Laura Schmitz

Andrew Smith

Hugh Spitzer and Dinah Stevens

Louis and Teri Stachowiak
Chris and Lori Summers*
Cheryl Taverna

Linda Totels*

Jeff and Lucinda Twining**
Paul and Chris Umberger
Betty Van Dyke**

Tina Verceles

Marian Walsh

Christine Waters

Christine and Kenneth White*

Katie Wirth*
Edythe and Charles Wise*
Ernest and Iscella Wittich

Janis and Kevin Woolsey

Patricia Zavetz

In Memory Of...

I am enclosing a donation in memory
of a very well regarded patron, Mrs.
Susan Gail Rose, who passed away in
September of this year. Mrs. Rose was
a lovely lady, well liked by myself and
my colleagues. She will be missed by us
as well as by her husband, family and
friends. — Theresia Ingberg

In Memory of Sue Rose. — Elizabeth
Margosches

In memory of Forrest, best friend of
Mike and Clare Phillips. — Barbara and
Ace Oestreich*

In memory of Jake, our GRREAT
Golden. — Jude and Gary Biedenkapp

In Memory of Jake, beautiful, beloved
Golden of Phil and Janet Hauck.
— Linda Scher

In Memory of Reba, beautiful, beloved
Golden girl of Phil and Janet Hauck.
— Linda Scher

In Memory of our Big Boy Molson,
Mr. December 2009. — Doreen and
Brad Wright*

Please accept the enclosed donation in
memory of Phil and Janet Hauck’s Jake
and Reba. — Greg Russell*

Please accept the attached donation in
memory of a very special Golden boy,
Murphy (99-182). Murphy passed away
from Vascular Cancer on 10/28/009.

— Linda and Craig Wensley*




DONATIONS

In Memory Of... (con’t.)

I am sending this contribution in mem-
ory of “Sadie” Rounsaville, our Goldie
friend, 4/14/96 to 12/6/09. Her par-
ents, Deb and Rich, loved her so very
much. Thanks for the great work you
do!! If you would let the family know

a contribution in Sadie’s memory was
made. She was such a lovely girl — From
Aunt Suzy and Uncle Randy (Bill and
Sage too). — Susan and Randy Letschin

I am sending this check in memory of
our darling boy, Chester, who we lost
this summer. He brought the magic and
wonder of the discovery of life’s gifts
to our hearts every day. His cheerful
spirit reminded me everyday of how
lucky we were to have him in our lives.
— Elizabeth Ross and Bennett Frankel*

In Memory of Murphy (99-182).
— Gertrude Chapman and Linda
Wensley*

In loving memory of Chessie, a
great Golden girl, and in gratitude to
GRREAT for Kona, another great
Golden girl, adopted January 2009.
— Jett and Kay Fracher*

This donation is made in memory
of Shelby, who was Mary and Ken
Collings’ beloved Golden. Please use
it where it is needed. — Elizabeth
Nordstrom™*

This donation is a memorial for Joanne
Patenaude’s mother, Natalie Procaccini
of Chatleston, SC. — Powell Insurance

Agency staff*

In memory of Jake Biedenkapp, adopt-
ed from GRREAT by Jude and Gary
Biedenkapp. — Molly Seerey

To Jerry Cann and Diane Kent, in
memory of Josh. With love, from
Dana, Allie, Brigit and Travis. — Charles
Cann*

In memory of Reba and Jake Hauck,
from Red Parisi, who felt very welcome
during his vacation at their home last
summer. — Nicolette Parisi and Richard
Wakeling

In memory of Nicholas and Geebers.
— Jane Kunze

Please accept the enclosed contribution
in memory of “Jake Bregard”. He was
the “Furry Child” of Carolyn Bregard.
— Kendra and Luchen Hockaday

In Memory of our beloved Golden
friends, Sierra, Buster, and Roxanne.
— Jane and Mark Reger**

Joe Dyson, our dear friend and dog sit-
ter of 3 years gave a donation to us for
GRREAT in memory of our beloved
Goldens, Jake (11/28) and Reba
(12/10). It was surely Joe’s loss as well
as ours. His care and concern for us
and all of our Goldens has blessed us.
Phil and Janet Hauck. — Joe Dyson

In memory of Gunnar, our sad short
time long term foster, and in memory
of Stephen Owen who gave Gunnar so
much love. — Abby Owen

In memory of Sushi, Lucky and Jazz
who left us in 2009 but their loving
memorties will remain with us forever,
and as a Christmas present in honor of
my sister Eva Jack. — Heidi Jack

In memory of Trey Lackland. —
Jennifer Lord

In memory of Golden Sydney, 1994-
2007. — Gwyn Donohuce*

In Memory of Moxie, Laurie Collins’
very special little girl. — Karen Wahler*

In loving memory of our beautiful
Annie. She gave us 15 joyful years and
taught us about patience and love. We
will miss her forever. April 1994-July
2009. — Bonnie Clark*

In memory of Traveler and Maybe
Mcllrath, and Scatlet and Molly
Brandwin. — Sharon Mcllrath***

In memory of Sadie. — Curtis and
Stephanie Dalpra (See tribute to Sadie
on page 8)

I would like to dedicate this donation
to Shadow Hunter Wright (Shadow),
who went to the Rainbow Bridge

in May, 2005. I learned how to give
unconditional love from Shadow and

I will carry his love with me forever.

I would also like to dedicate this to

my new forever friend, Harper, who
came to me from GRREAT in August
2005. He has been a loving and loyal
companion during my time of greatest
need. God Bless to all GRREAT volun-
teers and especially to Lisa Cook who
took the time to come to my home
and match me with Harper. I cannot
express my eternal gratitude to her and
the GRREAT organization. — Susebia
Cabrera*

Enclosed please find a donation to
GRREAT in memory of Watson
Taylor. He was the love of my life and 1
miss him. — Beverly Taylor

This donation is in the memory of a
handsome red Golden named Max.
He died early in January. I was his dog
walker for more than seven years. He
had another Golden partner, Murphy.
We had so much fun on those walks
because Murphy always wanted to
catch a tennis ball every walk. Max
was patient but when we came back to
the house he knew I was going to give
him a belly rub. He was a lover. He
belonged to Catherine Bertin. — Al and
Sylvia Glaser*

In memory of Annie who will live
in our hearts forever. — Martha Van
Landingham




B DONATIONS

In Memory Of... (con’t.)

In memory of Casey. — Morry and
Harriet Markowitz

This donation is made on behalf of
Phil and Janet Hauck for all their
wonderful work and tireless efforts at
GRREAT, in loving memory of Jake
and Reba Hauck who helped make life
such a special and “golden” experience
at the Haucks. — Marcia Pignetti*

Please accept the enclosed donation in
loving memory of Jan Brown’s long-
term foster, Jake (08-147). This won-
derful guy had previously been given
up twice due to his severe allergies,
but finally found GRREAT and Jan.
Through her efforts and his big heart,
Jake’s allergies were being brought
under control and his initially thin

and scruffy coat returning to Golden
standards when he was diagnosed with
lymphoma. He made it about another
eight months before the happiness left
his eyes and Jan released him to the
Rainbow Bridge in January. — Greg
Russell* (See poem in tribute to Jake
on page 9)

In Memory Of
Victoria Hodgkins

In memory of Tory Hodgkins. — Susan
Cecala

In memory of Victoria Anne Hodgkins.

— Joyce King-Strickler

Please accept my donation in memory
of my sister in law, Tory Hodgkins. She
had profound compassion for dogs and
owned two wonderful Retrievers. My
hope is that some precious lives will be
saved in her honor just as she would
want. — Virginia Hodgkins*

In memory of Victoria “Tory”
Hodgkins. — Lynn Barbour

In Memory of Victoria Beard. — J.
Wolfe*

Please accept this donation in memory
of Victoria Hodgkins. — Richard and
Betsy Novosel

In memory of Tory Beard Hodgkins.
— Peter and Betty Wolfe*

In Memory of Victoria Hodgkins.
— John and Marcia Schreftler

The enclosed donation is made in
memory of “Victoria Anne Hodgkins”.
— Ellen and Ben Zintak

This donation is being made in mem-
ory of Tori Beard Hodgkins. — Gail
Freymoyer

Victoria Beard Hodgkins. — Philip and
Maureen Brumbach*

In memory of Victoria Hodgkins.
— Hallet Duncan

In memory of Victoria Hodgkins.
— Joanne Means

Please accept our donation to your
fund in memory of Victoria Hodgkins
(Mrs. David Beard) of Fairfax City who
died recently at 50 of breast cancer.
She loved Golden Retrievers. — Diane
Sullivan

In memory of Victoria A. Hodgkins.
— D.W. White and A.L. White

In memory of Victoria (Beard)
Hodgkins. — Roderick and Mary Ellen
Eaken

In honor of Victoria Hodgkins.
— Fairfax Police Youth Club

Please find this donation honoring
Victoria Anne Hodgkins. — Jeanette
Lynch

This donation is in memory of Victoria
Anne Hodgkins. — Tom and Jackie Kase

In Honor Of...

To honor my friendship with Mary
Collings. — Gay Schonbrunn

In honor of Glen MacDonald and Dee
Brown. — Kathy MacDonald

In honor of Rudy and In memory of
Magnum. — Richard Burgan

In honor of Devlin and Duffy, two big
sweeties! — Cheryl Brooks

In honor of Molson and Max, our
Golden boys who allowed Joy, our
Greyhound rescue into “their’” homes!
— Walter Grabowski and Robin Hoesch

In honor of Blazer (00-272), 15 years
young and a true old Golden. — Steve
and Betsy Surprenant*

In honor of the OAC girls crew, in
honor of the wonderful pets we've
loved and lost. — Joy Levy

Enclosed donation in Honor of Oliver
(09-078). Oliver was adopted by Katie
Gulotta and Dave Birringer. — Marie
and Tony Gulotta

In honor of long term foster, Maggie
Mae (08-211). — Denise Malczewski*

In honor of Larry Rexrode. — Debra
Wise

In honor of Radie (08-107), a truly
GRREAT friend. In memory of Maya,
a wonderful Chocolate Lab, who
crossed over in November 09. We miss
you. — Penny March*

In honor of Morgan (98-133), the best
dog in the world! — Anita and John
Funk*

In honor of Judy and Neal McKinley.
— Melanie Emerick




To Help With Costs...

This donation is in honor of Ann
Marie Boyd and Family to thank them
for the wonderful gift of a GRREAT
Golden, Oakley (09-237), formerly
Sam. He has filled a hole in our hearts
and warmed our home with his love.
Thank you to a fantastic foster family!
— Valentin and Debra Sapcariu

In honor of Kramer (09-051) who we
adopted last year. He’s brought us such
joy and laughter. — RC and Lilly Smith

I’d like to make a donation to
GRREAT for medical and special
needs. — Tim White and Anna Alt-
White

I am sending this to express my appre-
ciation for your help to a friend of
mine and a dog that I love with all my
heart, Buddy from Belgrade (09-204).
Buddy’s story is one GRREAT already
knows from my neighbor/friend Ellen
Kelly and from the vet, Dobrila Ilic,
where I took Buddy to when I discov-
ered that he most likely had diabetes. 1
am in awe and have such fond appre-
ciation for what GRREAT does, that I
simply must contribute this to express
my feelings. I request that this money
go to sponsor Buddy. The work that
the people of GRREAT do is simply
amazing! Please pass along a big HUG
to Buddy and my thanks and apprecia-
tion to his foster parents. — Beth and
Cameron Werker*

We are enclosing a small donation
toward Sunny’s ACL repair surgery.

We have never met Lois Heffron or
Sunny, but Gayle Musselman, who
spearheaded the effort to save Sunny

is our dog sitter. We had a Golden in
the past (Kodi) and love the breed. We
were very disappointed to hear our
local Golden rescue refused to accept
Sunny and equally touched and happy
that you have accepted him. Thank you
all, for all the hard work you do. Truly
the world is a better place for having
people like you. Best of luck in all of
your efforts! — Patti and Gary Mulvania

To offset medical expenses for Tessa
(09-219). — Shawne Lampert***

For Lady (09-112). — Alan and Mollie
Dickerson*

For Maddox’s (09-213) medical expens-
es. — Harry Sethna and Sarah Navia**
For Other Reasons...

To thank everyone at GRREAT.
— Carolyn Cole*

We are donating this money just for our
love of animals and in honor of our 3
Goldens, Daisy, Brinkly and Red. Red
was adopted from GRREAT in 2008.

— Mike and Debra Keatley*

For any Golden in need. — Shiela
Ramsey*

To thank GRREAT, an organiza-

tion that works hard to welcome and
place all Goldens that find their way
to GRREAT. To thank the GRREAT
coordinators and Board for their dedi-
cation and time, effort and love to all

these deserving Goldens. — Diana and
Doug Hellinger***

To thank GRREAT for Grady (06-007),
who has enriched the lives of many,
especially me. — Joseph Lenczycki*

Enclosed please find a check to assist

with your care for Golden Retrievers.
— Marshall and Edith Schy*

Give a shout to Louise Davidson
(Cousin Louise); this donation is for
love of her. — Carol and Ted Barnett*

This year, my friends and I have
decided to donate to our special groups
as our gifts to each other. This check
represents gifts to: Mr. and Mrs. Bill
Konrad, Mr. and Mrs. Catle Spriggs,
Mrs. Annette Haines, Steve Daner.

— Judy and Steve Daner*

Merry Christmas from Cassidy.
— Robert Hardy

In thanks to GRREAT for match-
ing us up with such a fun and happy
dog, Carson! — Vicki and Michael
Charikofsky

Happy Holidays! My brother and 1
have been contributing to GRREAT
from our allowance each week... and
here’s the check. My family adopted

a Golden from GRREAT in 20006.

My Bat-Mitzvah is coming up in Now.
2010. I would like to raise money for
GRREAT as my Bat-Mitzvah project...
One Golden lover to another. — Lainie
and Ben Jaffe*

In gratitude and celebration of Gracie
(08-118). I don’t know how I ever man-
aged without her. She is my dear friend.
— Arleen Dinneen

In celebration of all the wondet-
ful things GRREAT does!! — Wendy
Turner

For Chai T Ten and for Mary & Shelby,
love 4ever — Sarah Goetz

Enclosed please find a contribution in
support of your activities with Golden
Retrievers. We adopted our Shadow
from GRREAT via Art and Rebecca
Hotop in December, 2002. He is the
best Christmas present ever! GRREAT
had funded two hip surgeries for him.
He is a fantastic member of our family
and has brought much joy to our lives.
Keep up the wonderful work! — Edythe
and Stephen Alexander, Directors of
Alexander Foundation***

Enclosed please find our Christmas
gift to you, in lieu of Christmas gifts
to each other. Thank you for your
dedicated services to needy Golden
Retrievers. — Dawn and Ed Lowe*

To celebrate Noah’s (09-118) return to
good health!! — Barbara Boyd***

Our GRREAT Brady has brought
such incredible joy to our lives. Please
use this donation in whatever area it is
needed. Thanks to all that GRREAT
does for our beloved Goldens. — Joe
and Judy Niebauer*




For Other Reasons... (con’t)

To thank you for Abby, the greatest
“Wanna Be Golden”. — Robert and
Bernadette McDonald

I'd like to make a donation to
GRREAT for the GRREAT Staff who
dedicate their lives to helping beautiful
Goldens. — James and Sharon Qualls*

We hope we can continue our usual
support. Kodi is more loving every-
day... now 13. — Jim and Ginny
Hayes**

This donation is also from Zack whom
I have had for 4 years. He is a joy and
delight. — Karen Renaud

For Joan Kirchner and Andy (George
too, even if he isn’t a Golden). — Taylor
Kirchner

If all doggies were like Lacey, the world
would be a much happier place. — Jenna
and Evan Suddreth

For Beamer, who enjoyed a wonderful
life with Jan and Marty White. — Robin
and Steve Heinecke

Corporate Giving

Giving Express Online From American
Express — on behalf of Hileen Bennett

Chesapeake Community Advisors**
— company match for Connie and Ben
Etheridge**

Network for Good — on behalf of
Sheila and Al Vertino, in memory of
Amber

Network for Good — on behalf of
Kelly Kane, on behalf of our 2 dogs
we rescued from GRREAT who are 11
years old and going strong.

Schwab Charitable Foundation — on
behalf of Ray and Kathy Schmid*

Fastern Performance Accessories in
Gambirills, MD*

Clark CARES Foundation™** — as
directed by Keith Anderson

Just Give — on behalf of Angela Arny

Forever Friends

Memorials can be seen at

www grreat.org/ foreverfriends/ index.him

In honor of Annie Clark. — Stephanie
Ross

In memory of Bailey (98-167). —
Kristin Simanek

In memory of Kelly. — Malee Oot

In memory of Dixon. — Rebecca
Benner*

For Mattie Steffen. — Kristen Steffen

In memory of Roscoe (07-060). — Steve
Soderberg and Mary Ann McFarland*

In memory of Cassie. — Debra
Laudenslager*

In loving memory of Simba (02-079).
— Bonnie and Howard Sachs*

For my Cooper. — Louise Davidson*

For Jake (08-147). — Alan and Mollie
Dickerson*

Sponsor Me!

Special Needs Daogs can be seen at
www.grreat.org/ dogs/ doglist_special.btnm

For Rufus (03-199), Jasper (08-130),
Jake (08-147). — Phil and Janet Hauck

For Wally (09-152). I would like to
provide this donation in memory of my
Enjay. — Cheryl John

For Lady (09-112). In honor of Sean
Combetty and his dog, Brady, for
Christmas. — Lori Orsi

For Rufus (03-199). — Thomas and
Barbara Howe

For Charlie (08-150) and for Phoebe
(05-2006). — Trish Collier

For Brooke (08-128). — Holly Rich

For Tony (09-134). This sponsorship
is in memory of Seabrook, the big
Golden Retriever. Seabrook passed
away suddenly from heart failure on
December 14, 2009 and is very missed
by his family. He was a big, goofy boy
who loved walks on the beach, trips
to Starbucks and relaxing with his
mom and dad. We miss you Seabrook!
— Laura Martin

For Sunny (04-115). In memory of
Pushy and in honor of the Dictor
Family — Jordan Thompson

For Sunny (04-115). In honor of Gus
and Hoss, two family Goldens adopted
from GRREAT — Alice and Jim Seegers

For Jake (08-147). This is a Christmas
gift for my daughter, Linda Steiner, who
loves to care for all animals in need.

— Bette-Lynn Steiner

For Stevie (08-208). In honor of my
GRREAT dog, Bear (formerly known
as Ben) and his foster mom, Diane
Lanigan. — Melissa Neal*

To be divided among Special Needs
Dogs. In honor of Lucy and Charlie,
my own kids!! — Mary Margaret
Harris**

I’d like to make a donation to
GRREAT for the Special Needs
Goldens. — Richard and Anna Dodson*

I am joining the monthly donor club.

I would like this money to be used for
any of the “Sponsor Me!” dogs for the
cost of their “special needs.” — Julia
and Dick Kwiatkowski

For Special Needs Dog, Stevie (08-
208) as a Christmas gift for Peter and
Debbie Keefe. — Dawn Keefe

For Peaches (08-208). We make this
donation in loving memory of Suzy
Fitzgerald. She was a wonderful Golden
that brought happiness to many people.
We hope that you will continue to enjoy
Ms. Peaches every day of her wonderful
lifel — Tanya and Tom Fitzgerald




Leo’s Corner

GRREAT operates three funds for dogs with special needs. The Leo Fund provides surgical care, the Simile-Finale Fund provides holistic
and alternative therapies (e.g., acupuncture, swim therapy, etc.), and Chief s Fund provides MRI diagnostics. To support these funds, mafke the
selection on the online donation page (www.grreat.org/ donate/ donorinfo.htm) or mention the fund in a letter with your contribution by mail.
Thank you!

Leo’s Pals (up to $99)
Barbara Cippel

Edward Niemann*
In memory of Stormy and Shadow. — Kathy and Wayne Hunter

In memory of Chelsea — GRREAT dog adopted Jan 1997 and passed in Dec 2009. — Douglass Gray and Patricia
France

In honor of my GRREAT dog, Bear (formerly known as Ben) and his foster mom, Diane Lanigan. — Melissa Neal*
Leo’s Angels ($100-499)

Please accept this Christmas donation to the Leo Fund from Tom and Marylou
Janczuk, Blondie (#03-182) and Brandy. — Tom and Marylou Janczuk*

For Chassidy and Polar Bear. — Joe O’Neill and Walt Atha*

John and Yvonne Kinkaid*

Remembering Kumo and Zoe. — Alan and Emiko Alborn*

Janice Miller*

Brenda Pascal*

Leo’s Heroes ($500 and over)

From Lucy, to all her fellow Goldens, with wishes for great lives. — Dale and Jackie Stout***

Enclosed please find a donation in memory of my Golden Retriever, Amber, who went to the Rainbow Bridge 18
months ago. Please apply this donation to the Leo Fund that provides surgical care for special needs dogs. I did every-
thing that my time and money could do to make my Amber more comfortable. I hope that a Golden can benefit from
this second chance. — Kim Rogers**

Kathleen and Kerry Skeen***

Here’s a great big, slobbery kiss for all of GRREATs terrific volunteers. Thanks for making a difference. Here’s wish-
ing you all a golden new year. Love from Bronte (#02-198). — Harry Sethna and Sarah Navia**

Simile-Finale Fund

In memory of Kate and BJ Johnson. — Katherine Johnson*

This gift on behalf of Dr. Arnyce Pock. A secret Santa Gift to benefit the beautiful Goldens! — Jennifer Jamison-
Gines

For Cooper, who enjoyed a wonderful life with Louise Davidson. — Robin and Steve Heinecke

Chief’s Fund

Dedicated to Chief (#07-121). We also want to remember our other rescue, Dusty, and our other kids who have
crossed the Rainbow Bridge, Lani Boy, Sunny, and Lani Gitl. — Chuck and Sandy Johnson***




HERE’S A DONATION _] (—VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

0 I’d like to make a donation to GRREAT for Please complete this form to volunteer. Return to:
‘ ‘ | GRREAT
Attention: Volunteer Coordinator
P.O. Box 3069
‘ O In honor of ‘ | Falls Church, VA 22043-0069
Q In memory of pee
| Street
‘ U To thank ‘ City, State, Zip
] ) Email Address
All donations are tax deductible and are gratefully
acknowledged in GRREAT News.
Home Phone ( )
Checks sholuld be ma.de payable to GRREAT. Cell Phone ( )
Please mail forms with your contribution to:
GRREAT, P.O. Box 3069, Falls Church, VA 22043-0069
Work Phone ( )
' MEMBERSHIP FORM . | OK to call at work? d  Yes L No
d New Member O Renewal Please indicate any area of interest.
Name The appropriate GRREAT Coordinator will contact you for
more information.
Address Become a foster home for GRREAT dogs
| Help at Adoption Events, Education Events,
Q  Mark here if this is an address or name change

Fundraisers & Micro Chipping Clinics

Phone ( ) Transport GRREAT dogs (to/from vet,
animal shelter, etc.)

E-mail Address Perform home visits for potential adopters prior to

Additional Information or Comments:
U Tam enclosing $30 for my 2010 membership dues.

adoption
Mark as many as applicable: |

U Iam enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $ . | |
U Iam interested in becoming a GRREAT Volunteer.
(Please fill out and return Volunteer form as well).
U Iam interested in donating the following services | |
or supplies to GRREAT:
l ' This form can be filled out on-line at www.grreat.org.
— — — — — — —
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March 13

GRREAT Merchandise, Microchip and Information Table
11am untl 2pm

Camp Bow Wow

7165 Oakland Mills Road

Columbia, Maryland

March 19 - 21

GRREAT Merchandise and Information Table
Super Pet Expo

Friday, 4pm until 9pm

Saturday, 10am until 7pm

Sunday, 10am until 5pm

Dulles Expo Center

4368 Chantilly Shopping Center

Chantilly, Virginia

GRREAT Calendar of Events

There is a rescue for Golden Retrievers? This is a commonly asked question at the numerons events that GRREAT participates in. When people find ont that
GRREAT takes in abont 250 dogs every year, you can see the shock and amazement on their faces and you can hear it in their voices. People know that Golden
Retrievers are such good dogs, so they can’t help but wonder “W hy wonld anyone give up a Golden?” It is becanse of comments such as these that GRREAT attends
events to help educate the public on the need for rescue and on the Golden Retriever breed. GRREAT is ahvays looking for and in need of committed volunteers who

wish to give some of their time to attend events.  Tor a list of upconsing events go to www grreat.org/ calendar.bim. For more information on any event, please email
events@grreat.org and if you wish to volunteer at any event, please email volunteer(@grreat.org.

May 1

GRREAT Merchandise and Information Table
at Reston Pet Fiesta

10am untl 4pm

Reston Town Center

Reston, Virginia

May 22

GRREAT Batk-B-Que

11am untl 3pm

Quiet Water Park

600 Quiet Waters Park Road
Annapolis, Maryland

Check back later for more details




