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I have read somewhere that dogs may 
bark, growl, yip or howl, but only a Besenji, a 
barkless African dog, can yodel. I personally 
had never known of  one of  his species being 
a yodeler, but Marlowe, adopted as “Bailey,” 
09-102, a Golden Retriever and defi nitely not 
a Besenji, yodels!

Named after Elizabethan playwright 
Christopher Marlowe, (whose yodeling incli-
nations are widely unknown), Marlowe was 
not promoted as a yodeler on his August 
15, 2009 GRREAT Dog Disclosure Information 
form. But he was young then; who knew??

Of  course everybody knows that dogs, 
well, at least certain dogs, howl. I myself  have 
heard coyotes howl – at least in movies – a 
mournful sound that fl oats out on the atmo-
sphere as a sustained, doleful cry, with casual 
fl uctuation in pitch, such as, “Ow-Oooo; Ow-
Ooooo,” or something like that. A dark, lonely 
night, beneath horizon to horizon stars may 
be brought to mind, the silence broken only 

by mysterious, remote refrains from some 
unseen source. And that clearly differs from 
“Yodel-Ay-Eeee-Ooooo; Yodel-Ay-Eeee-Ooooo,”  a 
sound that summons images of  Roy Rogers 
and Trigger leisurely riding off  to lasso some-
thing.

To my knowledge, Marlowe initially broke 
out in full yodel at 6:52 AM on or about Oc-
tober 18th, 2009. The date is approximate. 
The time is exact as it had become his precise 
get-up time.

6:52 that morning arrived with Marlowe, 
staring at me while hurling his distinctive, 
sharp, sleep-busting “ARRGH”  my way, de-
manding that I begin my laborious process of  
dressing to go outside. As I struggled out of  
my dreams, Marlowe suddenly broke into an 
amazing riff, sliding from low bass through 
baritone, tenor, hitting contralto, then de-
scending gradually to low tenor! Wide awake 
now, I stared at the boy as he continued his 
vocal riffi ng! He was yodeling!

GRREAT
IN THIS ISSUE: C. Marwlowe Moore Yodels!

by Robert Moore

con’t. on page 13
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Dear GRREAT Members: 

 I recently brought a 
GRREAT foster dog into my 
home — something I haven’t 
done in 3 years.  I’m a consistent 
foster failure, as I just can’t seem 
to resist adopting the Goldens 
that cross the threshold into the 
Davidson household. But Jayden 
(10-038) needed hip surgery, and 

the pool of  foster homes was 
seriously limited by the requirement of  one-level living and 
someone with time to provide the therapy he would need 
after surgery. I agreed to give it a try, despite the feeling that 3 
dogs and 3 cats are enough for me, even on a temporary basis. 
And I didn’t know how Jayden would react to my cats. 
 Well, it’s been a breeze and so much fun! Jayden is an easy-
going guy who loves everyone — big people, little people, 
dogs, and cats. He took an instant liking to my feline kids, 
even giving them kisses when meeting them for the very first 
time. I feel so good that I’m helping this sweet boy on his 
journey to his forever home.
 Throughout the year, and especially during the summer 
months, we always have a need for foster homes. Based on my 
recent experience with Jayden, I feel so comfortable inviting 
you to give some thought to providing a temporary home for 
a rescued Golden Retriever. I’m sure you’ll find that helping a 
dog get to his/her forever home is one of  the most satisfying 
things you can do. If  you’ve never fostered a GRREAT dog 
and would like to find out more about the process, please read 
about fostering at www.grreat.org/foster.htm. If  you decide 
to step up to volunteer in this very significant way, you’ll be 
guided through the process with our team of  experienced 
foster home volunteers. And if  your foster dog is not work-
ing out in your home, we’ll place him/her elsewhere. As you 
surely know, Golden Retrievers are loving family dogs, but 
you might not realize how easily they adapt to a new home. As 
long as a Golden is being loved and well cared for, he/she is 
a happy dog. So bringing a foster dog into your home is likely 
to be easier than you might expect.  
 If  you’re not up to the commitment of  fostering a dog, 
we still need you! And if  you feel you don’t have the time to 
volunteer in some other way, you might be surprised to know 
that we have many opportunities for you to help a rescued 
Golden with a very minimal time commitment. If  you could 
transport one dog, or take your Golden on a home visit to a  
family that would like to adopt a GRREAT dog, or volunteer 
at one adoption day where you’ll get to meet some of  our res-
cued dogs, or bring your dog to help out at one event, you’d 
be providing a much-needed and valuable service.

 Because GRREAT is an all-volunteer organization, we 
really can’t exist without you! Our events are a way to raise 
funds for the Rescue, and to also educate the public about the 
need for rescue and about the wonderful Golden Retriever 
breed. Because the number of  volunteers that have offered 
to help at these events has dwindled significantly, we are now 
facing the possibility of  having to cut back on some of  our 
events. If  you’ll agree to help at just one event this year, you’ll 
be an important part of  allowing us to continue with our mis-
sion of  caring for and finding homes for about 250 Golden 
Retrievers every year. And the good feelings you’ll experience 
will be well worth the effort. You may read more about volun-
teering with GRREAT at www.grreat.org/voluntr.htm, where 
you may also fill out a volunteer form.
 My foster boy Jayden will have the chance for the loving 
home he so deserves because of  the efforts of  our wonderful 
volunteers. We’d love for you to join us so you too can feel the 
joy of  helping dogs like Jayden. And all the rescued Goldens 
will be so thankful!

―Louise Davidson, GRREAT President

President’s Message

Jayden (10-038)

GRREAT Calendar Winners
And the winners of  the 2011 wall calendar contest are:

Cover: Marlowe (Moore/Pearson) 09-102
January: Marley (Eisenhauer/Forest) 07-165 and Hailey 
(Hedstrom) 10-011 
February: Tucker (Mensing) 04-174
March: Rudy (Burgan) 08-173
April: Dallas (Panagoulis) 03-180
May: Mickey (Hauck) 06-229
June: Tim (Marshall) 08-124
July: Eli (King) 07-094
August:  Finley (Bengston) 07-006
September: Buddy (Palais/Stevens) 06-177  
October: Sophie (Briggs) 09-224  
November: Raggs (Abernethy) 10-008 
December: Brontë (Sethna/Navia) 02-198
Honorable Mention: Lucy (Lowe) 09-070, Freddie (Wool-
sey) 05-076, Winnie (Hauck) 09-139 and Dennis 09-225, 
Maggie (Roleff) 01-085

The calendars will be available later this summer through 
the GRREAT online store. 

The deadline for submission of  photos of  your GRREAT 
dog for the funny faces desktop calendar is July 9.  Send 
pictures to president@grreat.org, and include your dog’s 
name and GRREAT id. 
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A couple of  weeks ago, things were hectic to say the least. 
I worked my normal 12.5 hour day and still got in more than 
20 hours of  overtime in one week. I met some angels — Navy 
Blue Angels that is; watched some of  America’s finest gradu-
ate and toss their hats in the air; got close enough to Vice 
President Biden to see that he buys really good suits; was so 
close to Governor O’Malley that I kept my hand on my tax-
paying wallet; joked with some of  the guys in black suits; and 
met some dogs with special training.

I met one German Shepard that could quickly turn from 
a hand licker to a hand taker. He was strong, had a “don’t mess 
with me” look and loved being scratched behind the ears. He 
weighed more than his lady handler. A few days before that, 
I had met another dog that used his nose. He was a Golden 
and, I recall, his name was Danner. Danner loves finding ex-
plosives because if  he does, he gets to play with his…can you 
guess…tennis ball. Danner will search an area and hopefully 
find nothing. Then, a training bag will be planted for him to 
find to receive his reward — an incentive to keep looking. I 
was getting jealous because he was kept in the SUV with the 
AC running while I stood on hot asphalt, in the sun, with 30 
pounds of  gear on. I started to wonder how good my nose 
was and how many tennis balls I could get in my mouth!

On another occasion, I met a very pretty and sweet lady 
who walked beside a young man in a wheel chair. Her coat was 
shiny and looked like she had just been groomed. The young 
man told me that he had had her for almost a year now, and 
he couldn’t remember how he had gotten along without her. 
She looked happy and healthy.

Three dogs with different jobs, different life styles and all 
were happy. Most of  us go about our lives with our “family” 
dog not thinking about how some dogs serve a purpose far 
beyond just being our friend and companion. Each dog do-
ing something useful, noble, and needed, and not knowing 
that it is useful, noble and needed. They are just serving their 
masters.

We perform our jobs, for the most part, for a pay check: 
I do this and you must pay me that amount. I won’t do that 
because my contract doesn’t say that. I can work here where 
I am needed and make $25,000.00 a year or go there, where I 
may not be needed and make $40,000.00 a year. Where’s the 
job application?

I know this is a crazy thought, but if  we could teach a dog 
to communicate to us, can we also vote them into political of-
fice? No, it would probably change them for the worst.

Don’t forget to pet your dog.

Being of Service
by Skip Nizer

 Dear Janet,
 Our dog, Bosco, is very smart and loves to perform the tricks he knows 
and to learn new tricks.  He doesn’t enjoy walking in the rain,  so with all 
the rain we’ve had this spring, we’ve been spending more time working with 
him inside. We’ve managed to teach him some tricks that we consider fairly 
advanced, but are still struggling to get him to sit and stay when we ask 
him to.  We tell him to sit, which he does fine, then say “stay,” and walk 
away. We then turn to face him and tell him to come. When he comes, we 
praise him and give him a treat. Sometimes he stays until he’s called, but 
other times he gets up and comes toward us before he’s called. When he 
does this we say “no” and put him back in his sit, then walk away again. 
Other times, we have to call him 2 or 3 times before he gets up to come to 
us. We don’t think that he’s misbehaving on purpose, but that he doesn’t 
really understand what we want him to do. Do you have any suggestions to 
help us? ~ T.U.

Dear  T.U.,
 Yes, Bosco is confused. From his perspective, when he does 
the exercise as you want it done, he’s not getting the praise and 
treat for staying but rather for coming to you. He’s getting no 
reward at all for staying. Also, he’s a smart dog and knows that 
when you tell him to stay then walk away from him, you’re go-
ing to want him to come, so he’s trying to be good by anticipat-
ing your command.  
 In most other situations, we praise our dogs for anticipating. 
For example, most people tell their dog to sit before getting a 
treat. When they hold the treat up and their dog sits before they 
have said “sit,” they praise their dog for being so smart, give 
him the treat and brag to all their friends about how smart their 
dog is. Bosco is demonstrating this same ability to anticipate 
what you want and give it to you before being asked to do so, 
but in this specific case it’s not what you want him to do.  
 Bosco is sometimes not coming to you when you call him out 
of  his stay because when he gets up too soon, you’ve told him 
“no.” He is, therefore, trying to be extra careful to make sure 
that you really mean it when you’re asking him to come before 
he makes the mistake of  getting up at the wrong time and being 
told “no” for what he thought he was doing correctly.
 To clear up Bosco’s confusion, start by telling him to sit and 
stay, then walk only a step or two away. If  he is still in his stay, 
return to him, praise him and give him a treat, then release him 
from the stay with his release word. From Bosco’s perspective, 
he’s now getting the praise and treat for staying, not for com-
ing. Once he’s solid in his stay with you close by, increase your 
distance by 1-2 steps per day, but still always return to him for 
praise and treat then release him.  After several weeks of  solid 
stays, you can start to call him out of  his stay every once in a 
while.  For most dogs, this means that out of  10 stays, you can 
call him out of  2 or 3. If  you call him out of  more, you may see 
his previous confusion return.  
 
Janet McMillan is the owner of  Best Behaved Dogs, providing in-home 
obedience and behavior modification to dogs and their families.  If  you have 
a question for Janet for this column, or would like more information on 
her services, please contact her at janet@bestbehaveddogs.com or visit her 
website at www.bestbehaveddogs.com 
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Often times, when being 
called in to do an animal com-
munication session, we find 
there are other things going on 
than originally thought. For the 
overall health of  the pet, wheth-
er it is emotional, behavior or 
physical, we need to look at the 
whole body and not just one as-
pect of  it. Along with being an 
Animal Communicator, I have 
also worked in the area of  pet 

nutrition the past four years. Many of  the emotional, behav-
ioral or physical issues I was originally called in to talk about 
with the pet were corrected through proper diet. 

Did you know that an estimated 50% of  domestic cats 
and dogs in the United States are overweight? Obesity in 
animals can lead to diabetes, heart disease, joint damage and 
many other health related issues. It is very important for you 
as a caretaker to understand not only the risks of  pet obesity, 
but why it is a growing problem and how to address it. One 
of  the problems with the obesity epidemic in America is 
that many pet owners don’t know their pets are overweight.
While you don’t really want to be able to see your pet’s ribs, 
you should be able to feel them. If  your pet is overweight, 
you will not be able to feel his ribs under the fat.

The three leading causes of  obesity in pets are overfeed-
ing, under exercising and the consumption of  processed, un-
healthy foods. The first step to taking control of  your pet’s 
weight is to follow the feeding instructions on your pet’s 
food. Read the label and pay attention! Most foods give feed-
ing guidelines for the entire day, not one feeding. Feed based 
on his ideal weight, not his actual. If  he weighs 70 pounds 
but should weigh 60, feed him as if  he is 60 pounds. 

The quality of  the pet food will also affect weight gain 
in pets. A cheaper processed food is often packed with salts, 
sugars and added fats for flavor which contribute to weight 
gain. Foods with lots of  filler (i.e. wheat, corn, soy) are not 
fully digestible, and most of  what is not broken down and 
digested is stored as fat or excreted as “waste.” Waste is your 
money lying on the ground! 

All dry foods, even top quality dry foods, are by nature 
highly processed. Meat does not naturally come in a kibble, 
but is manufactured as such for our convenience. These 
processed foods are harder for the body to digest and, there-
fore, can pack the pounds on! A dry food also dries the body 
out of  its moisture. For weight loss, I recommend cutting 
back on feeding dry food. Substitute a portion of  the food 
with simple fibers, such as green beans or pumpkin (no pie 
filling!). These fibers are low in calories and yet still help the 

pet to feel full after a meal. 
Canned food is better than dry to help lose weight be-

cause they are digested more completely.  More of  the food 
is absorbed and utilized by the body, which means the pet 
can eat less and still have a complete meal. It also means less 
waste. Canned is far less processed then dry, meaning the vi-
tamins and minerals are in a purer form and are more easily 
absorbed. By switching from dry to canned, your pet will eat 
less, absorb more and digest food better, helping him shed 
unwanted pounds. And no, dry food does not help keep the 
teeth clean — it’s the diet. 

While canned is a great change from dry, the raw diet is 
really the best food to have your pet on for weight loss! Ani-
mals are carnivores and need meat in their diet. High protein 
is okay for most dogs and cats. On a raw diet, even more of  
the food is absorbed into the body to assist in even greater 
weight loss. A lot less waste also. If  you still decide you need 
to feed dry, try a weight management formula. Many brands 
offer lower fat versions of  their foods. This may help your 
pet drop the weight. Of  course, it is important to get lots of  
exercise. Animals are meant to be active. Play with your pet 
to help them burn calories! In changing your pet’s diet and 
helping them loose weight, your pet can avoid major health 
issues. Diet can help to keep them healthy and around a lot 
longer. So check your pet food. What are you really feeding 
your pet?   

 
Sherry B. True is owner and service provider for Spirit Paws, 

alternative animal wellness services. Her services include animal 
communication, healthy pet consultations and Healing Touch for Ani-
mals®. For more information please visit www.spiritpaws.com.

Pet Obesity
by Sherry B. True

Build-A-Bear Grant 
Funds Received! 

GRREAT has received a $1,000.00 grant awarded 
from the Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs Foundation 
through the Bearemy’s Kennels Pals grant program. The 
funds were used to provide surgery through the Leo Fund 
for Jayden (10-083). A femoral head and neck ostectomy 
(FHO)  surgical procedure was performed on Jayden’s left 
hip on May 24, 2010. He is recovering very nicely and is 
a willing participant in his daily range-of-motion exercises 
and his twice-a-day therapeutic walks. Jayden especially 
enjoys meeting other dogs and adults and children on his 
outings around the neighborhood.  
 Thank you so much, Build-A-Bear!
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All About Acupuncture 
by Pamela Grasso

Acupuncture is a system of  medicine that is more than 
4,000 years old. According to Traditional Chinese Medicine 
(TCM) philosophy, disease is the result of  imbalance of  en-
ergy in the body. Acupuncture is believed to balance this en-
ergy, and thereby, assist the body to heal disease. In TCM, this 
energy is referred to as Qi or Chi (pronounced chee). When 
the body’s Qi is excessive or deficient, or not flowing prop-
erly, disease results. Acupuncture is used to balance the Qi and 
restore health. The Qi of  the body flows in energy channels 
or meridians throughout the body. Most acupuncture points 
are located along these meridians. The acupuncturist uses very 
fine, sterile needles to stimulate these specific points.

Although acupuncture is a system of  medicine that has 
persisted for thousands of  years, western medicine and many 
of  our western-trained minds have a need to know how and 
why it works. Many studies have been performed in an at-
tempt to explain this. Since each treatment is specific for the 
individual, the double-blind system of  experimental studies 
often doesn’t apply. The idea of  “one drug for one disease” is 
not appropriate for many holistic medicine theories. Regard-
less, many studies have been done that indicate that acupunc-
ture releases long acting endorphins, the natural pain relievers 
in the body. Many acupuncture points are located in areas of  
concentrated nerve systems and a number of  neurochemicals, 
such as adenosine, are released by their stimulation by needles.  
Therefore, acupuncture can stimulate nerves, relieve muscle 
spasms, increase blood circulation, and release neuromodula-
tors, such as endorphins and adenosine, for pain control.

Acupuncture is useful in so many disease conditions. 
Most of  us think of  the geriatric patient with arthritis as the 
patient for acupuncture. Of  course, acupuncture is indicated 
for every instance of  pain. Hip dysplasia and cruciate injuries 
respond very well to acupuncture. In addition to musculoskel-
etal problems, acupuncture can also be effective for seizures, 
skin conditions, such as lick granulomas, allergies, gastrointes-
tinal problems, kidney failure, liver disease, and Lyme disease. 
Acupuncture is also used to treat emotional and behavioral 
issues, such as separation anxiety and aggression. 

Acupuncture can be very effective for the athletic dog 
to prevent injury. Studies have shown that acupuncture per-
formed before surgery can improve healing after surgery. 
Acupuncture is wonderful for the geriatric patient with the 
weak hind end, deteriorating eyesight, diminished hearing, 
joint stiffness, and weakened immune system. Although an 
acupuncturist wouldn’t treat a tumor directly, many cancer 
patients can be supported by acupuncture. Acupuncture and 
herbal therapies can significantly improve the quality of  life 
for many of  our four-legged friends.

Each acupuncture treatment is tailored specifically for 

that animal at that particular time.  A TCM physical exam tells 
the acupuncturist where to place the needles to treat each pa-
tient individually. Acupuncture treats the whole patient, not 
just an organ or area of  arthritis. Needles are placed in specific 
points and usually left in for 10–30 minutes, depending on the 
desired effect. Most dogs will relax and may even fall asleep 
during the treatment. Most Goldens that I have treated don’t 
even notice the needles as they are inserted. In some cases, 
especially those with paralysis, a mild electric current can be 
applied between the needles, termed electro-stimulation. If  
the dogs are restless or shake their needles out, tiny Vitamin 
B12 injections (aqua-puncture), instead of  dry needles, can be 
given into the acupuncture points to stimulate the points.  

Acupuncture creates a calming effect on the patient. Older 
dogs may be very sleepy and relaxed for 24 hours after treat-
ment. This is most often followed by a noticeable improve-
ment in the dog’s condition. In chronic conditions, several 
treatments may be required to see a significant improvement. 
It is important to be patient with acupuncture, especially when 
the condition has been present a long time. For example, a ge-
riatric patient being treated for arthritis may take 4 to 6 weekly 
treatments to see the desired effect. Each treatment adds to 
the effect of  those done before. After a while, biweekly or 
monthly maintenance treatments may be all that is needed to 
keep the patient comfortable.  

Acupuncture has become more common within veteri-
nary medicine as a treatment for many health problems. Of-
ten acupuncture is used when conventional medicines are 
not tolerated or don’t get sufficient results. In my opinion, 
acupuncture and herbal therapies should be the first course 
of  action for your pet. This is a very safe and effective form 
of  treatment for many of  your pet’s ailments. Acupuncture 
can be used with conventional medicines and, occasionally, 
the dosage of  these medicines can be reduced after several 
acupuncture treatments. Often a combination of  acupuncture 
and herbal treatments is used. Always be sure that your acu-
puncturist is a veterinarian and is certified in veterinary acu-
puncture (CVA). Some good websites for locating a veterinary 
acupuncturist are: www.IVAS.org,  www.AAVA.org, and www.
AHVMA.org.  TCM combined with proper nutrition is so im-
portant in keeping your pet happy and healthy.

Pamela Grasso, D.V.M., C.V.A. is a holistic veterinarian who 
practices in Ashburn, VA.  She combines conventional medicine with 
holistic modalities to treat your pet’s individual needs. Dr. Grasso is certi-
fied in acupuncture. She also uses herbal medicine, homeopathy and Bach 
flower essences in her practice. To find a holistic veterinarian in your area, 
go to www.AHVMA.org.
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7th Annual GRREAT 3K Walk
The time has come to start planning this year’s GRREAT 
Annual 3K Walk.  Due to the overwhelming generosity 
of  our members, we raised more than $12,000 last year 
to help our furry Golden friends. Last year, GRREAT 
spent $283,600 on expenses directly related to the care 
and treatment for the dogs brought into the Rescue. In 
order to maintain our commitment to the cause, please 
consider becoming a sponsor for the walk.  

The following sponsorship options are available:

RESCUE ANGEL:  $500 or more: Your name, your 
dog’s name or company name and logo will be listed 
prominently on the event T-shirt to be given to all par-
ticipants. Plus, you are invited to have a table at our event 
that you can use to raise awareness of  your products 
and/or services.

RESCUE PARTNER:  $300: Your name, your dog’s 
name or company name and logo will be listed on the 
event T-shirt.

FRIEND OF RESCUE:  $100: Your name, your dog’s 
name or company name will be listed on the event T-
shirt.  

DONATE DOOR PRIZE:  We welcome any items you 
can donate (gift cards, small household or dog related 
items, etc) that can be awarded as door prizes.  

Sponsors will also be listed on our flier, website, and 
newsletter, and will be included in all other publicity for 
this event.

The walk will be held on Saturday, October 30 at Weber’s 
Pet Supermarket, 11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax Virginia.

If  you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please email 
events@grreat.org or call Carolyn Beyer at 703-254-4843 
no later than September 25, 2010

Introducing the 
Sundance Collection 

Nancy Howell, 
a former GRREAT 
volunteer and fos-
ter parent to 14 
GRREAT Goldens, 
and Forever-Home 
owner of  Katie and 
Berkeley, has come 
up with a stylish way 

to raise money for canine cancer research and GRREAT. 
Nancy is owner of  Sundance Travel, an agency specializing in 
deluxe dog-friendly accommodations to pamper your pooch. 
She recently began a new fundraising enterprise, The Sun-
dance Collection, featuring custom hand-beaded dog collars. 
Each collar is one of  a kind and represents an exquisitely de-
tailed, beautiful piece of  wearable art for dogs. What makes 
this company so unique is that all proceeds go to helping 
our furry friends by supporting canine cancer research and 
Golden Retriever Rescue.

These causes are dear to Nancy who lost her beloved 
Golden Retriever, Sundance, to a rare form of  cancer at the 
young age of  6 in 2008. “It devastated me. I named my com-
pany after her. She was such a vibrant and amazing girl. After 
she died, I wanted to find a way to support canine cancer 
research, as well as to continue my ongoing fundraising ef-
forts for GRREAT. That’s when The Sundance Collection 
was born,” Howell said.

Now that her 9-year old GRREAT rescue, Katie, has 
recently been diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor, 
the need to find a cure has new urgency for Nancy. “It’s so 
important we find a cure for this disease. It is the number-
one cause of  canine death in America. Every time I read a 
GRREAT newsletter, there seems to be another memorial 
for the loss of  a beloved friend due to cancer.”

In addition to supporting canine causes, The Sundance 
Collection also helps the Navajo and Kenyan artisans who 
create these beautiful collars. “My goal in creating TSC is a 
direct result of  my great love of  dogs, as well as my desire to 
give back to the amazing artisans and their tribes that make 
these unique products possible,” Howell said.

The Sundance Collection can be found under 
More GRREAT Shopping on our website, as well as at  
www.thesundancecollection.com. TSC’s website also in-
cludes links to donate directly to GRREAT and to two of  
the nation’s top canine cancer research institutes. Please help 
Nancy’s, and GRREAT’s fundraising efforts. Together we 
can make a difference! 
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How Many Dogs?! Using Positive Reinforcement Training 
to Manage a Multiple Dog Household
by Debby McMullen, CDBC, 2010, Tanacacia Press, $19.95, 204 pp. 

Book Review by Skye Anderson

Do you have too many 
dogs? Going crazy, trying to 
balance their different per-
sonalities and needs — and 
your own? Or do you want 
another dog, but just don’t 
know if  it is feasible?

How many dogs is too 
many anyway — for you? 
This book helps you answer 
that question, helps you de-
cide whether or not your 
family should get another 
canine, and how to select 
the best fit. It also teaches 

how to manage (and prevent) any chaos you or your dogs may 
experience, now or in the future.

In 2010, families tend to consist of  a single parent raising 
a family or a family with both parents working outside the 
home. There are fewer adults home during the day now than 
there were in the 1950s. In addition, our pets today tend to be 
the larger breeds — the most popular breed today being the 
Labrador Retriever as opposed to the smaller Cocker Spaniel, 
popular when many of  us were growing up. Many families 
have a second dog to keep the first one company during the 
day, and for other reasons. How to keep up and adapt to these 
societal changes is one topic of  McMullen’s book.

With multiple dogs can come multiple problems, unless 
you plan for that eventuality and manage it positively. How 
Many Dogs?! is just the book with all the answers to help you 
keep your sanity and enjoy all your dogs!

McMullen has a lovely conversational writing style — 
what a story teller! She is a dog trainer with several dogs, al-
beit not as many as pictured on the cover! When she presents 
a subject, she describes alternatives and gives the solution she 
prefers along with the reasons behind her choice. She then 
explains why other solutions might work for other house-
holds and emphasizes that if  the situation is under control in 
your household with a different solution, don’t change it! (If  
it ain’t broke, don’t fix it!)

McMullen uses brilliantly creative terms that describe her 
ideas succinctly. For example, the person is the “crew leader” 
who projects “benevolent leadership.”  I firmly believe these 

terms will catch on across the country and will replace unde-
fined terms that don’t work, such as “pack leader,” “domi-
nance,” and “calm assertiveness.” McMullen describes her 
new terms, defines them in a short glossary, and refers to 
them throughout the book.

I love the Table of  Contents, too! I never thought I would 
say that about a book. Chapters include Tails are Tucked (ca-
nine body language), The Fur is Flying (what to do about 
tiffs), Tragedy in the Midst (losing a crew member), and Let 
Sleeping Dogs Lie (where do they all fit?...and sleep). The 
index also comes in handy, and her Resources and References 
section not only lists other books by topic, but gives further 
details about them.

Tidbits abound. Lovely, lively photos of  dogs playing and 
otherwise interacting, as well as text boxes with key points 
for emphasis, are scattered throughout so you know what’s 
really important. Themes of  trust and routine appear again 
and again.

A few chapters include real-life examples from several 
owners of  multiple dogs, explaining how they solve differ-
ent situations. Their dogs star in many of  the photos and we 
follow the dogs and their people throughout the book for 
an authentic view of  how to implement McMullen’s sugges-
tions, such as mealtime management and different sleeping 
arrangements.

A special bonus is the lengthy chapter on training. It in-
cludes how to train skills like attention, wait, go to a mat (safe 
place for chilling out), recalls, and loose-leash walking — all 
skills that are mandatory for making life with dogs easier. And 
for those of  you who aren’t familiar with positive reinforce-
ment training, think of  it as reward-based rather than force-
based. If  you want to be a clicker trainer, McMullen presents 
a quick intro. Want to learn the difference between a bribe, a 
lure, and a reward? How electronic fencing systems can create 
behavior problems rather than solve confinement problems? 
It’s all here!

McMullen’s How Many Dogs?! offers a wealth of  step-by-
step information for the multiple dog-owner as well as the 
single dog person. This is an excellent adjunct to training 
classes and a delight to read.
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Scenes from the 2010 GRREAT Bark-B-Que
The 2010 GRREAT Bark-B-Que took place May 22 on a perfect day!  As usual, the food was yummy, and the atmosphere 

was so congenial.  It was a toss up to figure out who had more fun – the dogs or the people.  But a GRREAT time was had by 
all.  We had a gift basket raffle, a 50/50 raffle, a relay race for the dogs, and GRREAT merchandise was sold.  Mostly, we all 
just relaxed, ate a lot of  great food, and spent time sharing stories about our furry friends.
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Adoption Report
 Name  #          Age  Sex

Jazzy  09-232  2  F 

Stryker  09-234  1  M 

Felix  10-031  1  M 

Harley  10-036  2  F

Sky  10-037  2  M

Oliver  10-054  1  M

Princess  10-058  5  F 

Chip  10-059  5  M 

Carly  10-064  5  F

Sammy Joe  10-065  8  M

Buster  10-067  2  M

Oliver  10-068  7mo  M

Andy  10-074  2  M

Sonny  09-231  6  M  

Zen  10-018  6  M

Tiger  10-046  4  M 

Stella  10-060  7  F

Simba  10-062  2  M 

Maxie 10-066  3  F

Mac  10-069  3  M

Molly 10-071  5  F

Isabella  10-076  6mo  F  

Buddy  10-077  7  M

Coco  10-078  1  F 

Snoopy  10-081  1  M 

Nelly  10-089  4  F

Name #          Age Sex

Saturday, July 10, 2010 
Noon until 2 p.m. 
Petco 
12960 Middlebrook Road  #520A  
Germantown, MD  20874 
 
Saturday, August 7 2010 
Noon until 2 p.m.   
Petco 
10800 Promenade Lane 
Manassas, VA 20109    

Saturday, September 11, 2010 
Noon until 2 p.m. 
Petco 
615 Belair Road, Suite P 
Bel Air, Maryland  21014

Saturday, October 2, 2010 
Noon until 2 p.m. 
Petco 
6612 Richmond Highway 
Alexandria, VA  22306

Saturday, November 6, 2010 
Noon until 2 p.m. 
Petco 
2319-D Forest Drive 
Annapolis, MD  21401

Saturday, December 4, 2010 
Noon until 2pm 
Petco 
4167 Chelshire Station Plaza 
Dale City VA  22193

GRREAT Adoption Days
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Aimee Curley 

Carron DeGrass* 

Mercer and Frank Fannon 

Demetrio Guerrero and Sandra Rutan 

Anwar Haque and Yasmeen Fatima 

Brian and Beth Ives 

Julia and Dick Kwiatkowski* 

James Loux* 

Ann McDonough 

Jana Millen 

Lori Paserchia* 

Sheryle and Jeanne Robinson 

Dabney Schneider 

Shannon Shea*  

 
In memory of  Sandy (02-142), Will 
Buklad’s first GRREAT dog and to thank 
Will Buklad for all he does for GRREAT. 
– Rick Stevens and Julie Palais 

In memory of  Mark Ketterman. Mark 
had a Golden (rescued) he loved very 
much.  After he became too ill to care 
for his dog, the dog was returned to 
the rescue foundation. Happy to say, he 
was adopted by a loving family. Mark 
would be so happy. – Carole and Mike 
Harding* 

This donation is in memory of  my best 
friend’s Golden Retriever, Vito Allegretti. 
– Meghan Deveau 

 
In memory of  Joann Khan. – Harbor 
Way Condominium* 

In remembering JoAnn Khan, who 
passed away on 4/2/10. – Keith and 
Cheryl Falco* 

This donation is in remembrance of  
Mark Ketterman who adopted a dog, 
but unfortunately passed from cancer 
himself. – Marian Dankewicz 

In memory of  “Barney” Kozlowski, a 
wonderful Golden Boy. – Carol Billett 

In memory of  our beloved Casey who 
brought us great joy. – William and Mary 
Ryan 

In memory of  Mark Ketterman. – Joanne 
and Thomas Booth 

In memory of  JoAnn Khan. – Deepak 
and Sunila Merchant 

In memory of  Mark Ketterman. – 
Kimberly Gilpatrick, Beth Ketterman, 
and Leigh and Sam Ketterman** 

This gift is being made in memory and 
honor of  Charmer Kurz. She was the 
beloved grown puppy of  Laura and 
Ken and their one-year old son Charlie. 
– Heidi and Landon Harris 

In memory of  our dear friend Victoria, 
Queen of  Dogs and companion of  
our dear friend Father Foley. – Paul 
Dougherty 

  

In honor of  Bailey. – Linda and Terry 
Sweeney* 

Deborah Stokes*  

Dorothy Gould 

John and Deborah Crouse* 

Liz and Paul Frommer 

William and Giselinde Tuten 

Michael and Jane Landis* 

Linda Bridgers* 

John and Susan Jensen* 

Lorna Johnston and William Wilson 

Guy and Kathleen Neal 

Nancy Scott 

Delaine Jones 

Delores Davis 

Bonnie Clark, for Ollie (10-023), noted 
in “Sponsor Me!” section 

 
Care for Peaches. – Jessie Robinson*** 

Costs for Tony (09-034) – Viviana 
Hurtado*

 
For Rudy (10-053). – Jack and LaDonna 
Kiesner*

Cody & Amber – John Corr*

Donations
Thank You for  
Your Donations

In Memory Of...

*denotes total contribution of  $100-$499 
**denotes total contribution of  $500-$999 
***denotes total contribution of  $1000 or more  

In Honor Of... 

In Honor Of  Of  Jane 
Landis’ 65th Birthday 

To Help With Costs...

For Other Reasons...
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Giving Express Online from American 
Express – on behalf  of  Eileen Bennett 

America’s Charities – on behalf  of  Judy 
and Steve Daner*

America’s Charities – on behalf  of  Linda 
and Craig Wensley 

Petlane Inc. – proceeds from GRREAT 
shopping event 

Michelle Fewer for Petlane, Inc. – pro-
ceeds from GRREAT shopping event 

Paws of  Wood – proceeds from 
GRREAT shopping event 

Verizon – on behalf  of  Christine 
Aquino 

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program** – to 
match donation from Laura Caliguiri** 

Copy General – proceeds from April 
sales 

PETCO Foundation* – We are honored 
to present you with this check from the 
PETCO Foundation/PETCO Animal 
Supplies Spring A Pet 2010 Fundraiser. 
Please accept this donation as a token of  
our very real gratitude for the wonderful 
work you do for animals.

Verizon Employee Volunteer Incentive 
Program Grant** – in memory of  Holly, 
noted in “Forever Friends” section 

 
Memorials can be seen at  
www.grreat.org/foreverfriends/index.htm 

In memory of  Holly. – Verizon Employee 
Volunteer Incentive Program Grant**, 
for Debbie Bakalich  

Special Needs Dogs can be seen at 
www.grreat.org/dogs/doglist_special.htm

For Rocky (09-168). – Dabney 
Schneider 

For Ollie (10-023) and in honor of  Jane 
Landis’ birthday. – Bonnie Clark 

For Charlie (08-150) and Phoebe (05-
206). – Trish Collier 

For Charlie (08-150), in memory of  
Charmer Kurz. – Jennifer Waters 

For Charlie (08-150), in honor of  
Charmer Kurz. – Kasey Merritt 

For Bailey (04-092), Brooke (08-128), 
Charlie (08-150), Lady (09-112), Maggie 
Mae (08-211), Ollie (10-023), Peaches 
(05-140), Phoebe (05-206), Rocky (09-
168), Rufus (03-199), Sunny (04-115), 
Stevie (08-208), Tony (09-034), Tucson 
(09-126), Wally (09-152). Sorry, I just 
couldn’t pick one. Just spread the dona-
tion around to whomever needs it most. 
With Love from my own special needs 
Goldens – Andy 05-261, Gingersnap 
06-049, and Sara 07-238. – Fran and Phil 
Karsner* 

 

Donations
Corporate Giving

Forever Friends

GRREAT operates three funds for dogs with special needs. The Leo Fund provides surgical 
care, the Simile-Finale Fund provides holistic and alternative therapies (e.g., acupuncture, 
swim therapy, etc.), and Chief ’s Fund provides MRI diagnostics. To support these funds, 
make the selection on the online donation page (www.grreat.org/donate/donorinfo.htm) or 
mention the fund in a letter with your contribution by mail. Thank you! 

Leo’s Pals (up to $99)   
This donation is in honor of  my sister Donna Stilwell’s birthday! Because 
she was born, many animals in need have found the love and help they need 
to live happy, healthy lives and make each one of  our lives better. She is my 
hero and role model. – Elizabeth Douglass  
 
Leo’s Angels ($100-499) 
For Polar Bear and Chassidy. – Joe O’Neill and Walt Atha* 

Leo’s Heros ($500 and Over) 
Our dear Kodi (05-018) is now 13+ and aging but more loving ever day. She 
had a mild stroke 3 weeks ago with slight residual right hind leg weakness but 
continues to enjoy her walks and her sister Sassy (11). They are our children. 
– Jim and Ginny Hayes** 

Simile-Finale Fund 
In honor of  Peaches and Stevie. – Jeff  and Lucinda Twining** 

Chief ’s Fund 
In honor of  Peaches and Stevie. – Jeff  and Lucinda Twining** 

Leo’s Corner

Sponsor Me!
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Donations
con’t. from page 1

Based on the true story of  a neighborhood stray ad-
opted by the neighborhood, this is a book to grow on. 
Young readers will try to find Bones depicted on nearly 
every page and will smile wisely when they do. The illustra-
tions are reminiscent of  books from 50 or more years ago, 
full of  primary colors — red, yellow, and, of  course, blue!

Bones, a German Shepherd mix with one brown eye 
and one sapphire blue eye, used to live with an old man in 
an ocean blue house. When the old man dies, Bones be-
comes the neighborhood stray. “When you lose someone 
who’s as close as your own skin, the only place you can find 
him again is hidden inside your memories,” Bones seems 
to whimper so softly.

This is the heart-warming story of  how a boy slowly 
adopts the neighborhood stray after losing his own canine 
best friend, and how Bones adopts the boy who feeds him. 
This is also a story that shows how only “slow and gentle” 
works with dogs. It will spark conversations about how 
dogs show their feelings through actions and body lan-
guage.

Season follows season and finally, “Bones comes around 
every day now” and “Each day he stays a little longer.” Bones 
becomes Blue, complete with a blue bandana, but he is no 
longer blue because now he has a boy to call his own. “Dogs 
find their way inside you and you want to keep them there.” 

Skye Anderson is a Pet First Aid Instructor-Trainer for the 
American Red Cross.

The Blue House Dog
by Pen Farthing, Thomas Dunne Books/St. Martin’s Press, 
by Deborah Blumenthal, Peachtree Publishing, 2010, $15.95, 
children 4-8 

Book Review by Skye Anderson

We even looked it up to see what it was he was doing 
and . . .

(Wikipedia) Yodeling (or yodelling, jodeling) is a form of  singing 
that involves singing an extended note which rapidly and repeatedly 
changes in pitch from the vocal or chest register (or “chest voice”) to the 
falsetto/head register; making a high-low-high-low sound. 

Yep! Our Marlowe, a Golden Retriever and not a Be-
senji, was indubitably yodeling!

Now this has become a daily ritual, and is not in any 
sense mournful or doleful. Soon as I’m on my feet, Marlowe 
has commenced nuzzling beneath a nearby dog bed, play-
ing “Bed Monsters” (this proclivity his August 15, 2009 
GRREAT  Dog Disclosure Information form did, in fact, warn 
us about). As I pull on my shoes, he’s rolling around on his 
back, growling. The happy boy thereupon races downstairs 
and is good-naturedly sitting on the living room couch 
when I eventually make my way down the stairs.

My theory, based upon observing Marlowe’s daily ritual 
for some months now, is that the key hindrance to most 
dogs’, other than Benenji’s (and for some reason, Mar-
lowe’s), ability to yodel willy nilly is the long tongue that 
physiologically gets in the way, impeding air flow that causes 
the ligamentous edges of  the vocal cords to vibrate and pro-
duce the distinctive gap between the multiple ranges visited 
during the act of  yodeling. I admit to being completely un-
familiar with the Besenji, including the Besenji tongue, and 
therefore offer no conjecture as to why only that breed is 
credited with the ability to yodel, or why the Besenji tongue 
is not a factor. I’m still consulting with Marlowe as to how 
he handles this.

I will, in the spirit of  full disclosure, note that Marlowe 
has a very long tongue, as shown in this recent photo of  his 
6:52 AM yodeling.
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One Dog at a Time, Saving the Strays of Afghanistan, 
an Inspiring True Story
by Pen Farthing, Thomas Dunne Books/St. Martin’s Press, 2009, 308 pages, about $25 

Book Review by Skye Anderson

I took a deep breath and 
opened page one of  One Dog at 
a Time one empty Friday night. 
Suffice it to say, I finished it 
Saturday morning and then ex-
plored the companion website, 
http://www.onedogatatime.
co.uk/. Farthing’s book is an in-
spiration, which totally trumps 
other books about saving dogs 
from the “sandbox” (Iraq or 
Afghanistan) — hands down! 
Well-written and well-edited, 
One Dog at a Time is more about 

the dogs than about the people trying to get the dogs out. 
Dogs are major characters, not merely the background — as 
it should be.

A small contingent of  British soldiers in Helmand Prov-
ince, Afghanistan for a short tour in the boondocks in 2006, 
notice feral dog packs when out on patrol — a couple of  dogs 
even keep pace with the patrol and follow along (for hand-
outs?). When one Brit finds Afghans betting on a dogfight, he 
is compelled to step in to stop the fight…and the die is cast.

How other dogs seem to make their way to this small 
British enclave in the desert and what their stories are, make 
engrossing reading. But even more spell-binding is the seat-
of-your-pants tale of  trying time and time again to transport 
some of  these dogs to the only animal shelter in the country, 
hundreds of  miles north, through dangerous Taliban terri-
tory — and in a country that has always been hostile to dogs. 
Interestingly, dogs are unclean in the Muslim religion, even 
though the Afghan hound takes its name from this country.

One Dog at a Time is for women, but it is not primarily a 
tear-jerker. One Dog at a Time is for men because it is about 
war — the boredom, the noise, the camaraderie. One Dog at a 
Time is for dog-people — we meet dogs and we meet puppies, 
each with an amazingly different story about how they came 
to the small British encampment in the desert. One Dog at a 
Time was for me because all of  a sudden, I was back in The 
Sandbox and saw the tans and the beiges, and felt the searing 
heat that made it hard to breathe under the crushing weight 
of  my heavy body armor  all over again.

For women, this is a book about the children of  war, 
about the dogs of  war. It can be heart-wrenching to not be 
able to help all the children, women and dogs and puppies 
seen. It may just spur you on to do what you can.

For men, every patrol is potentially dangerous. Every 
non-patrol is also dangerous. Many NATO outposts are bom-
barded daily with rocket and mortar attacks — the frustra-
tion of  being military in a country that may not want your 
presence. The frustration of  having buddies injured not in 
a firefight, but in a vehicle accident that could just as easily 
(almost) have happened back home. The frustration of  being 
sent home early yourself, due to an injury.

For everyone who wants to experience the colors — tan, 
light brown, taupe, medium brown, dusty brown, dark brown 
— or lack thereof, the heat and sweat dragging you down, the 
boredom of  being out in the boonies with only a firefight to 
look forward to (?) breaking the monotony, this book depicts 
life as it truly is. I was there, deployed to the adjacent prov-
ince in Afghanistan shortly after the incidents depicted in the 
book. Farthing realistically portrays life for the soldier and life 
for the dog, each scrambling to survive and sometimes bond-
ing together.

Why should we spend so much money trying to get just 
one dog out of  Afghanistan when there are so many deserv-
ing dogs in our own country? Perhaps solely because we can. 
Perhaps because we are free to choose what we want to spend 
our money on, free to do what good we can. Perhaps because 
one person has fallen in love with and bonded to one particu-
lar dog. Perhaps because hope abounds.

What didn’t I like about One Dog at a Time? Readers who 
haven’t been deployed to Afghanistan may not figure out 
what a  “terp” is (interpreter – not defined at first mention) 
and those who are not British may have to guess at some 
words; I assumed “chuff ” means happy or excited or pleased 
or something like that.

What did I like about One Dog at a Time? EVERYTHING 
else! This book is a keeper! Although I don’t give stars or 
paws for books that I review, if  I did, I would give One Dog 
at a Time the max! Hope abounds that we can do good, one 
dog at a time.

Skye Anderson is a Pet First Aid Instructor-Trainer for the Amer-
ican Red Cross.
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HERE’S A DONATION
  I’d like to make a donation to GRREAT for  

_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________

  In honor of  
______________________________________

  In memory of  
______________________________________

  To thank  
_______________________________________ 
 
All donations are tax deductible and are gratefully 
acknowledged in GRREAT News.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
 New Member   Renewal 

Name ___________________________________

Address __________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

 Mark here if  this is an address or name change

Phone ( ________)________________________

E-mail Address____________________________

Mark as many as applicable:

 I am enclosing $30 for my 2010 membership dues.

 I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $______.

 I am interested in becoming a GRREAT Volunteer.  

        (Please fill out and return Volunteer form as well).

  I am interested in donating the following services  

or supplies to GRREAT:  

______________________________________
______________________________________

Checks should be made payable to GRREAT.  
Please mail forms with your contribution to:  

GRREAT, P.O. Box 3069, Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please complete this form to volunteer. Return to:

GRREAT
Attention: Volunteer Coordinator

P.O. Box 3069
Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

Name ___________________________________________

Street ____________________________________________

City, State, Zip_____________________________________

Email Address ____________________________________

Home Phone (_______)_____________________________

Cell Phone  (_______)_____________________________

Work Phone (_______)______________________________

OK to call at work?  Yes   No

Please indicate any area of  interest. 

The appropriate GRREAT Coordinator will contact you for 
more information.

_____ Become a foster home for GRREAT dogs

_____ Help at Adoption Events, Education Events,
          Fundraisers & Micro Chipping Clinics 
 
_____  Transport GRREAT dogs (to/from vet,  

animal shelter, etc.)

_____ Perform home visits for potential adopters prior to  
          adoption

_____ Additional Information or Comments: 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

This form can be filled out on-line at www.grreat.org.
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GRREAT Calendar of  Events

July
31 GRREAT Dog Wash and Coffee Bar 
1pm until 6pm 
Bark ‘N Bean 
130 Hillsmere Drive 
Annapolis, Maryland 

August
28 GRREAT Dog Wash and Photos 
11am until 3pm 
Bark ‘N Bubbles 
795 Center Street 
Herndon, Virginia

There is a rescue for Golden Retrievers?  This is a commonly asked question at the numerous events that GRREAT participates in. When people find out 
that GRREAT takes in about 250 dogs every year, you can see the shock and amazement on their faces and you can hear it in their voices.  People know 
that Golden Retrievers are such good dogs, so they can’t help but wonder “Why would anyone give up a Golden?” It is because of  comments such as these 
that GRREAT attends events to help educate the public on the need for rescue and on the Golden Retriever breed.  GRREAT is always looking for and 
in need of  committed volunteers who wish to give some of  their time to attend events.   For a list of  upcoming events go to www.grreat.org/calendar.htm. 
For more information on any event, please email events@grreat.org and if  you wish to volunteer at any event, please email volunteer@grreat.org.  


