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Ever play hide-and-seek with your best 
friend?  

Blackie, my black Cocker Spaniel when I 
was six, scrabbled through the house, look-
ing behind doors, in closets and under beds. 
Her wiggling and waggling assured me she 
enjoyed the game almost as much as I did. 
Blackie went to college with me and we en-
joyed the game until her fi nal days.

Years later, married with two small 
daughters, Honey, an easygoing Collie, for 
thirteen years was tasked to look for the three 
of  us. Honey took it all in stride and invari-
ably found us, every one, in short order.

June, 1988, Lucy and I, empty nesters 
now, were introduced to our fi rst Golden boy, 
seven-week old Judson. Jud, himself  from a 
large family, happily assumed his only-dog 
role, but hide’n seek posed a particular prob-
lem. I hid, called Jud who eagerly sprinted to-
ward my voice. So far we’re having fun, but 
then, if  he didn’t see me, Jud immediately 
commenced whimpering! He was actually 
sobbing! This made for a sad spectacle, every-

one crying and all. We would never overcome 
this dilemma and substituted other mutually 
enjoyable games. 

Seven-week old Grady, that being 
GRREAT’s 97-101, came along when Jud was 
nine. A most incredible son, Grady quickly 
grew into a BIG Guy, carrying an even larger 
personality. By now, grandkids and neighbors 
were part of  the ever-expanding game, fea-
turing Grady galloping, full search and rescue 
mode, about the house and yard. Grady nev-
er lost a single one of  us in eleven cherished 
years.

Seven-week old Golden, Eli, became 
a family member in February, 2007, when 
Grady was nine, and quickly played his way 
into the game. On January 2, 2009, following 
two exuberant, play-fi lled years, the four of  us 
lost Grady’s battle with osteosarcoma, leaving 
Lucy, Eli and me with hide’n seek all to our-
selves. Well-mentored by brother Grady, Eli 
loved playing and knew all the good hiding 
places, but without Grady he had little en-
thusiasm for joining in. Eli was grieving and 
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Dear GRREAT Members - 

 We all know that Golden 
Retrievers are wonderful fam-
ily companions, and that they 
are also excellent service dogs.  
Some of  us live with Goldens 
who are certified therapy dogs 
and we’ve witnessed how much 
they help to heal and bring joy 
to others.  Recently I did some 
research and was surprised to 

find out how many different 
ways our Golden friends help people and other animals, too.  
 The characteristics of  the Golden Retriever — intelligence, 
trainability, eagerness to learn, friendliness, adaptability, and 
love of  people and other animals — make the breed the ideal 
candidate for all kinds of  service work. Also, the Golden’s 
strength, hunting ability, and soft mouth allow the breed to per-
form specific types of  service tasks. In 1975 Dr. Bonita Bergin 
developed the idea of  a “service dog” to help people with 
mobility limitations, and started the first service dog training 
program, Canine Companions for Independence. Dr. Bergin 
prefers the Golden Retriever for service work. 
 Goldens are used as guide dogs for the blind; hearing dogs 
for the deaf; and assistance dogs for those with limited mobility 
and with seizures and other medical disorders, and for children 
with autism.  Golden Retrievers are wonderful therapy dogs, 
providing emotional support for persons in hospitals, nursing 
homes, rehabilitation centers, homeless shelters, and correc-
tional facilities, and they excel as psychiatric service dogs.  And 
Goldens are often used for search and rescue, drug sniffing, 
and police work.  
 I found it interesting that while some service dogs are 
trained to act on command, others must learn to act indepen-
dently. The guide dog must react to the visual environment to 
lead his master; the hearing dog must react to specific auditory 
“alarms” that require an alert to the person he serves, including 
the name of  the deaf  person being called; and the seizure alert 
and psychiatric service dog must respond to his master’s physi-
cal and emotional cues.
  It’s no surprise that Golden Retrievers excel at working 
with children.  A child in a hospital is comforted by the gentle 
and loving nature of  the Golden, and the Golden Retriever is 
the ideal dog to assist autistic children.  They bring patience, 
loyalty, and companionship, and provide protection to prevent 
an autistic child from wandering off.  Some courts now allow 
a therapy dog to sit with a child testifying in the courtroom, 
to lessen the child’s fears and give courage.  Reading programs 
have a dog sit with children to help them gain confidence in 

learning to read.  I can picture a Golden sitting with a child to 
be a friend and helper.
 In a hospital, rehabilitation, or nursing home setting, the 
presence of  a Golden Retriever therapy dog brings comfort, 
companionship, and joy, and often evokes words from those 
who are usually silent. I often witnessed this in the past 2 years 
when visiting a nursing home with my beloved Ruby Dee (07-
086). She’s not a certified therapy dog, but she worked her 
magic and brought many smiles to the residents and elicited 
happy conversations from them. 
  Our war veterans are now being helped by the Golden 
Retriever. Wounded soldiers are assisted by dogs who can help 
with their physical and emotional needs, and veterans who are 
suffering from post traumatic stress disorder are helped by 
specially-trained psychiatric service dogs. Psychiatric service 
dogs provide comfort and a bridge to the world; they are taught 
to recognize and respond to imminent panic attacks, to wake 
their masters from nightmares, and to help patients differenti-
ate between hallucinations and reality. These dogs are unusually 
empathetic.
 Golden Retrievers often work with police and fire depart-
ments to find missing people and to rescue trapped and injured 
people.  They often travel internationally to help at earthquake, 
fire, and bombing sites.  And drug enforcement agencies use 
Goldens to assist in drug searches.
  The training of  a Golden Retriever to become a service 
dog took a new twist in 1981 when Sister Pauline Quinn 
implemented the idea of  training dogs in prisons, and she used 
Goldens. Prisoners provide basic puppy training before formal 
assistance dog training begins. The commitment required of  
the prisoners gives them a sense of  self-worth, and teaches 
them a responsibility to the community and the importance 
of  a good work ethic. Through the years, recidivism has been 
much decreased among the prison population that participates 
in these programs.  
 The friendly disposition of  the Golden Retriever has led 
to some happy pairings with animals in zoos. Three white 
tiger cubs abandoned by their mother at a Kansas zoo that 
specializes in endangered species were nursed and cared for 
by a Golden Retriever. At the San Diego Zoo, cheetah cubs 
are paired with Golden Retrievers. Cheetahs are shy and wary 
cats, so their Golden friends give the cats a more secure feeling. 
Also at the San Diego Zoo, a wolf  has found a best friend in a 
Golden Retriever. Wolves are social animals that need compan-
ions, but they tend to be timid around humans.  The Golden 
has taught the wolf  to be more comfortable around people. 
  Now when I look into the eyes of  my four Golden 
Retrievers, I am even more aware of  just how lucky I am to 
share my life with the most special creatures on earth!

―Louise Davidson, GRREAT President

President’s Message

Therapy Dog Cody (07-092)
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“Who is crazy?” is a question people have been asking 
others, and themselves, for many years. Am I crazy for hav-
ing a dog? Two dogs? Or more dogs? I’ve heard them all: Are 
you crazy? You have two dogs already. Are you crazy? A dog 
is a lot of  work. What’s wrong with you? You don’t even have 
a fenced in yard. Do you want to have to leash walk a dog at 
night… or in the rain?

So many questions — all with the same basic answer: 
YES! At times, a variation may be added, such as, “It’s just a 
little more hair to sweep” or “They keep each other company 
when I’m at work,” or “Yes, I am crazy.”

Dogs are like people (only better), in that they differ from 
each other. Scout bird hunts and shows me where the bird is, 
while Toby will attack, kill and then bring it back to me. Scout 
gets excited when he sees the shotgun and then hides when 
he sees the leash (he still doesn’t like to ride), while Toby lines 
up at the door. 

Toby loves to get in the Suburban, and he knows how to 
work the window control so he can put his head out to catch 
the wind. Glad I have window locks! At times, Scout thinks 
that the only safe place to lay is on the floor. Let me be spe-
cific — on the floor under the brake and gas pedal! It is cozy, 
but not safe… especially when I want to stop the Suburban. 
Did you know that my dog’s head under a brake pedal can 
withstand the pressure of  a 210 pound man standing up in a 
vehicle with only one foot on the brake while screaming like 
a girl?!?!?! My insurance policy has a clause for that; it’s called 
the “Are You Crazy For Having A Dog?” clause.

At night, we all want to relax, watch TV, read a book, 
etc. Dogs don’t understand that. If  I am watching TV, Scout 
stands in front of  me and stares, and then he wooooos. Next, 
he will give me a hard stare straight into the eyes, lower his 
front and give me a wooooo wooooo head shake with a sniff  
wooooo. This continues until I stand. He then runs into the 
dinning room entry, to the kitchen, and waits. This puts him 
next to the frig. I open the freezer drawer on the bottom and 
he approaches. Now begins the speed contest. Can I get an ice 
cube out and to him before he sticks his head into the ice bin?! 
In the past, people have declined ice for their drinks. These 
weren’t real dog people. (If  you are wondering, we now never 
open the freezer in front of  him when we have company.)

When I am reading, Scout goes to my left side and sits. It 
always seems that when I get to the interesting part, he rises 
up on his hind legs (like Roy’s horse, Trigger) and comes down 
across my lap, the newspaper or the book. At this point, he 
turns his head towards me with that “love me daddy” look. 
He is content to stand on his two hind legs with his chest 
across my lap for 15 minutes or so. Recently, I had a snack 
cup of  apple sauce. I had just pulled back the cover and taken 
one taste. Suddenly, Scout was across my lap with his tongue 

in the apple sauce! Did you know that some dogs like apple 
sauce? I found one that does. I now have to eat my little treat 
at the table.

Now, my back is starting to hurt a little because of  bend-
ing over the keyboard. I can’t get my legs under the desk be-
cause Scout is laying there. I woke up this morning unable 
to move because Scout jumped over the gate and had to lay 
as close to me as possible. I had to go outside last night and 
bring him in because he had something in the Holly bush that 
wouldn’t fly away in the dark and he wouldn’t go off  point. 
Why won’t birds fly at 11PM? Are they crazy?

I have a dog that likes ice cubes, apple sauce, wants to 
share my bed, lays under my desk, hates to see me read, will 
not wait for commercials to come on, and doesn’t want the 
Suburban to stop. So when people ask me if  I’m crazy to have 
a dog…or two… I just cross my eyes, put my finger to my 
nose, push on my nose causing my tongue to come out and 
say, “YES.”

PS: Don’t forget to pet your dog(s) and I almost forgot… 
WOOOOOOO WOOOOOOO.

Who’s Crazy
by Skip Nizer

  Shop at Your Favorite Stores 
Online to Help GRREAT!
 If  you’re like so many other people, you probably do a lot of  
your shopping online. Did you know that you can easily help 
GRREAT obtain more funding by shopping online? Purchases 
made at nearly 750 stores, many of  which are very well-known, 
result in donations automatically being made to GRREAT.  All 
you have to do is register with iGive, shop at the participating 
stores, and a percentage of  the purchase price is automati-
cally donated directly to GRREAT, at no extra cost to you!  
 To register, you’ll need to access iGive through the 
GRREAT Shopping Mall on the GRREAT web site: www.
grreat.org/mall.htm. Just click on the iGive.com icon and 
GRREAT will automatically be designated as the recipient 
of  a portion of  the sales from your shopping purchases.  
 After you’ve registered, bookmark the list 
of  iGive stores and then go directly to the store list-
ing whenever you want to do your online shopping. 
 Among the more than 700 stores available through iGive 
are:  1-800-Flowers, Amazon, Avon, BestBuy, Brookstone, 
Chico’s, Cooking.com, Drs. Foster & Smith, eBay, Gap, Godiva 
Chocolatier, Harry & David, Home Depot, Hickory Farms, JC 
Penney, Macy’s, Maidenform, Nordstrom, OfficeMax, Omaha 
Steaks, Orvis, Patagonia, PC Connection, Perfumania, PetsMart, 
REI, Speigel, Sports Authority, Toys R Us, and many, many more.   
 If  we all do our online shopping through iGive, a significant 
source of  funds is generated for our Goldens without anyone 
having to dip into their own personal funds! Now that’s getting 
something special for nothing!  
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One of the Best Decisions
by Mary Collings, Intake Coordinator 

In 2005, I 
was asked to help 
transport a 5-year 
old intact male 
named Rocky. 
There were nu-
merous timing 
issues and prob-
lems during the 
transport, and by 
the time he got 
to me, the animal 
hospital where he 
was supposed to 

go was closing. Rocky came home with me that night and the 
following morning, he was transported to the animal hospital. 
Rocky was out of  my house and out of  my thoughts until 
a couple of  days later when the Foster Home Coordinator 
(FHC) called me; she couldn’t find a foster home for him and 
asked if  we would foster him. I said no. We already had three 
dogs and the house felt “too busy” during the one evening he 
was here — four dogs was just too much. She persisted, I gave 
in, and I picked Rocky up and brought him home. It wasn’t 
long before I believed that I’d made a really bad decision.

We soon found out that Rocky had separation anxiety; he 
couldn’t tolerate being crated; he resource guarded food and 
toys; he countersurfed; he had some kind of  digestive prob-
lem; and he picked fights with our other dogs. Had I known 
even a couple of  these things about Rocky, I would not have 
agreed to foster him. After all, that’s a lot to deal with!! How-
ever, he was here so we decided to give it our best and see if  
we could help him. 

The digestive issue turned out to be Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease but was (and continues to be) fairly easy to deal with 
once we had him on the right diet and some medications, but 
we had absolutely no clue how to deal with behavior issues. 
A little common sense proved to go a very, very long way. 
He resource guards food? Feed him in a different room. He 
resource guards toys? Designate and supervise ALL play time. 
He picks fights with our dogs? Keep him with one of  us, on a 
leash, in the house and outside at all times.  He hates the crate? 
Babygate him in  a room when we aren’t home. He counter-
surfs?  Don’t leave things within his reach.

Within a short period of  time, Rocky no longer picked 
fights with our dogs, he stopped resource guarding food and 
toys, we didn’t have to separate him from our dogs when we 
went out, he stopped countersurfing, and his separation anxi-
ety was reduced to some minor panting and drooling when 
he knew we were leaving. It became very clear, very fast, that 

Rocky’s issues stemmed from the fact that nobody had ever 
taken the time to work with him, teach him rules to follow, 
and just simply love him.  

Rocky’s story is similar to other dogs we bring into 
GRREAT. He came in with issues that collectively seemed 
overwhelming, and certainly more than most people want 
to deal with; yet a little time, patience, and effort turned him 
around. If  you’re asked to foster one of  our “problem dogs” 
like Rocky, I hope you’ll remember this story and so many of  
GRREAT’s other success stories and consider saying, “Yes.”

GRREAT now works with a number of  trainers through-
out our service area. If  a foster home is having issues with 
their foster dog, all they have to do is let the FHC know and a 
trainer will be called in to help. If  we were able to turn Rocky 
around when we had no experience in dealing with behavior 
issues, imagine the success that a foster home and their foster 
dog can have with some help from a professional!

The ending to this story is that a few weeks after Rocky 
walked through our door, we adopted him. We’ve been thank-
ful every day for the past 5 years that we have this silly, affec-
tionate, playful (and well-behaved!) Golden boy in our family. 
That initial “really bad decision” turned out to be one of  the 
absolute best and smartest decisions I’ve ever made!

  GRREAT Membership Dues 
Increase in 2011
 GRREAT has been faced with dramatically increas-
ing veterinary costs for our rescued Goldens.  Over the 
past 5 years, our veterinary expenses have gone from 
$171,528 in 2005 to $247,989 in 2009.  The average cost 
of  caring for a GRREAT dog during this 5 year time 
frame has jumped from $416 per dog to $690 per dog.   
 We have not been forced to turn away a Golden Retriever in 
need of  rescue because of  medical issues, and we have not had 
to deny needed medical treatment for dogs already in the rescue.  
To ensure that we will be able to continue to provide needed 
medical treatment for all GRREAT dogs, including expensive 
surgeries, the GRREAT Board of  Directors has made the deci-
sion to increase the annual membership dues to $35 effective 
January 1, 2011.  This is an increase of  just $5 per year; and 
the last increase in membership dues was 7 years ago, in 2004. 
 If  you become a new GRREAT member or if  you renew you 
GRREAT membership between October 1, 2010 and December 
31, 2010, the current membership dues of  $30 will apply, and 
your membership will continue through December 31, 2011. 
 By becoming a GRREAT member or renewing your 
GRREAT membership, you will be an important part of  allow-
ing us to continue our mission of  finding new loving homes 
for the approximately 250 Golden Retrievers we rescue every 
year.
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7th Annual GRREAT 3K Walk
Is the crisp, fall weather making your dog a bit more rambunc-
tious? What better way to burn off  that energy then a nice long 
walk with lots of  good sniffs and smells at the:

7th Annual GRREAT 3K Walk

Grab your sneakers, the dog and head over to Weber’s Pet Su-
permarket, 11021 Lee Hwy, Fairfax (Rear Parking Lot) on Oc-
tober 30, 2010. The walk starts promptly at 10am but please 
come early to register.  Registration begins at 9:30am.  

Each participant will receive a 3K walk t-shirt.  Refresh-
ments and dog treats will be provided during the event.  Door 
prizes will be given away at the conclusion of  the event.   

Again this year, Paws and Claws Photography will be on hand 
to capture your dog in all his or her fall glory.  A portion of  the 
proceeds of  every photo taken goes to support GRREAT!

REGISTER NOW!   $15 per human walker until Oct. 20th and 
$20 after Oct. 20th. Registration forms (on next page) can be 
mailed to the GRREAT 3K Walk, P.O. Box 3069, Falls Church 
VA 22043.   We are still in need of  donated items for the door 
prizes.   For more information please contact events@grreat.
org. 

If  you wish to volunteer at the event please email 
volunteer@grreat.org. (Don’t fret -  you can still volunteer and 
walk - the only exception is if  you volunteer for the snack sta-
tion position).

If  you are unable to attend the walk but would still like to
support GRREAT please consider becoming a virtual walker. 
Details will be available when the walk registration informa-
tion is posted on the home page (www.grreat.org), late in Sep-
tember. 

Sponsors Needed 
The time has come to start planning this year’s 
GRREAT Annual 3K Walk.  Due to the overwhelm-
ing generosity of  our members, we raised more than 
$14,000 last year to help our furry Golden friends. 
Last year, GRREAT spent $247,989 in veterinary 
expenses for the dogs brought into the Rescue. In 
order to maintain our commitment to the cause, 
please consider becoming a sponsor for the walk.  

The following sponsorship options are available:

RESCUE ANGEL: For $500 or more, your name, 
your dog’s name or company name and logo will be 
listed prominently on the event T-shirt to be given to 
all participants. Plus, you are invited to have a table at 
our event that you can use to raise awareness of  your 
products and/or services.

RESCUE PARTNER: For $300, your name, your 
dog’s name or company name and logo will be listed 
on the event T-shirt.

FRIEND OF RESCUE: For $100, your name, your 
dog’s name or company name will be listed on the 
event T-shirt.  

DONATE DOOR PRIZE:  We welcome any items 
you can donate (gift cards, small household or 
dog-related items, etc) that can be awarded as door 
prizes.  

Sponsors will also be listed on our flier, website, and 
newsletter, and will be included in all other publicity 
for this event.

The walk will be held on Saturday, October 30 
at Weber’s Pet Supermarket, 11021 Lee Highway, 
Fairfax Virginia.

If  you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please 
email events@grreat.org or call Carolyn Beyer at 
703-254-4843 no later than September 25, 2010.
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REGISTRATION FORM
GRREAT Beginnings Lead to Happy Endings 

3K Walk

Saturday, October 30 at 10am 
Weber’s Pet Supermarket – Rear Parking Lot

11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA
703-385-3766  

Registration fee: $15.00 (before Oct. 20) or $20 (after Oct. 20) Return registrations and payments to: 

GRREAT
P.O. Box 3069

Falls Church VA 22043-0069

 All proceeds benefit Golden Retriever Rescue, Education & Training (GRREAT), a nonprofit volunteer organization 
dedicated to the rescue, foster care and placement of  Golden Retrievers in the Washington, D.C. area. Please make checks 
payable to GRREAT. For more information about the walk or GRREAT’s work, visit www.grreat.org or call 703-620-
6593. 

NAME:_____________________________________ PHONE:____________________________________ 

E-MAIL:____________________________________

 T-Shirt Size (Please Circle One. Adult Sizes Only):  Small    Medium     Large     X-Large     2X-Large 

Waiver:  Registrants and their accompanying family members, friends, and pets participating in the GRREAT Begin-
nings Lead to Happy Endings 3K Walk to be held in Fairfax, Virginia on Saturday, October 30, 2010 hereby assume full 
responsibility for the risk of  bodily injury, death, or property damage, and hereby release, waive, discharge, and covenant 
not to sue the City of  Fairfax, Weber’s Pet Supermarket, GRREAT or their respective successors, assignees, officers, em-
ployees, and agents for any and all loss or damage therefore on account of  injury to person or property, whether caused by 
negligence, breach of  contract otherwise arising out of  or resulting from any act of  omission, while traveling to or partici-
pating in the 2010 GRREAT Beginnings Lead to Happy Endings 3K Walk.

 
I have read and agree to the above waiver:

__________________________
Signature
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Spend $1 and Save Lives 
By spending $1 to save Eastern Veterinary Blood Bank 

(EVBB), you’ll be helping to save the lives of  dogs in need of  
blood products.  

EVBB opened in Severna Park, MD in 1993 with the mis-
sion to provide a humane source of  the highest quality veteri-
nary blood products to dogs in need. Their screened, healthy 
donor base is exclusively volunteer (no caged dogs whose sole 
purpose in living is to donate their blood), all blood is drawn by 
a licensed veterinarian, and the blood products are manufac-
tured to the highest veterinary standards. They process and dis-
tribute more than 24,000 units of  blood and plasma each year 
nationwide, and they provide 24 hour emergency coverage.

EVBB is there for our dogs should the unbelievable hap-
pen: trauma, cancer, clotting disorders, parvo, pancreatitis, 
vonWillebrands disease, or any other disease or post-operative 
condition that requires blood.

Due to the declining economy, blood needs have also de-
creased though EVBB still processed blood when the need 
arised. Because of  this, they are $500,000 in debt. They will 
close their doors Nov. 1, 2010 if  they do not have an influx of  
money to pay these debts.

What can you do to help?

• Go to www.evbb.com and donate $1. There is an easy 
PayPal button on the home page, and EVBB will receive 
93 cents of  every $1 donated.

• Donate by check, if  you prefer: EVBB, 844 Ritchie 
Highway, Suite 204, Severna Park, MD 21146

• Contact your dog-loving friends and any dog-
related groups that you think may be able to help.

Hopefully, your dog will never be in need of  blood prod-
ucts, but if  he/she is, EVBB will continue to be there to help 
if  we all help EVBB now.

During the month of  September, Lazy Dog Art will donate 25% 
of  its proceeds from portrait paintings of  your dog(s). The art-
ist, Susie Hooban, creates her cheerful paintings from photographs. 
 Please visit the Lazy Dog Art website to see samples of  Susie’s work and 
to view the price list: www.lazydogart.blogspot.com. Instructions on how 
to place an order are provided on the Home Page of  the web site. Please 
email Susie at lazydogart@hotmail.com if  you have any questions.  And if  
you have a favorite photograph of  a feline friend, Lazy Dog Art will paint 
his/her portrait too!

Golden Retriever Rescue 
License Plates!
 We are working with SEVA GRREAT, our part-
ner to the south, to make Golden Retriever Rescue 
license plates available to residents of  the Virginia 
Commonwealth. Membership in GRREAT or SEVA 
GRREAT is NOT a requirement, but we need appli-
cations for 350 plates before they will be issued.  
 We have a total of  232 people that are signed up 
for the license plate, and we need 118 more before 
moving forward with getting them issued. The cost 
is $25, and the plate can be personalized for an addi-
tional $10. As a 501c3 organization, we qualify for 
revenue sharing after 1000 plates are purchased. This 
means that $15 of  every $25 paid to the DMV will 
be shared with us. This is a grreat way to provide an 
additional source of  funds for GRREAT, and to let 
other drivers know about Golden Retriever Rescue. 
If  you would like to enroll in the program, please 
contact Lona Gordon at silentauction@grreat.org. 
 If  you live in the state of  Maryland, you can 
purchase a special license plate to show your love 
of  Goldens and your support for Golden Retriever 
Rescue. The plates are available for $25. For more 
information on how to obtain Maryland Golden 
Retriever Rescue plates, please contact the program 
coordinator, Teri Stachowiak, at lwstack@comcast.
net. The Maryland plates are only available to 
GRREAT members, so be sure your membership is 
up-to-date before you contact Teri.

A Painting of Your Dog to Benefit GRREAT
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Including Your Best Friend in Estate Planning 
by Robert Moore

Jeremy Bentham, English jurist, philosopher, legal and so-
cial reformer, and a leading theorist in Anglo-American phi-
losophy of  law, 1748-1832, opined in The Principles of  Morals 
and Legislation: 

The day may come, when the rest of  the animal creation 
may acquire those rights which never could have been with-
olden from them but by the hand of  tyranny. . . .

[A] full-grown horse or dog is beyond comparison a more 
rational, as well as a more conversable animal, than an infant 
of  a day, or a week, or even a month, old. But suppose the case 
were otherwise, what would it avail? The question is not, “Can 
they reason?” Nor, “Can they talk?” But, “Can they suffer?”  

In the centuries since Mr. Bentham’s enlightened observa-
tions, the rights of  other animal species we keep as compan-
ions and to work for us have become an increasingly serious 
topic. In 2002, for example, Germany became the first Euro-
pean nation to vote to guarantee animal rights in its constitu-
tion, adding the words “and the animals” to a clause obliging 
the state to respect and protect the dignity of  human beings. 
The overwhelming vote for the measure was 543 to 9, with 15 
abstentions. 

According to a 2007 Gallup Poll, 59% of  Americans live 
with a cat or dog. More and more, we view these companions 
as family members and the importance they occupy in our lives 
is escalating, as evidenced by resources expended for their care 
and comfort and by the emotional value we place upon them. 
This has naturally led us to realize a concern about the impact 
of  our own death or incapacity upon these cherished family 
members we leave behind.

Historically, we’ve been frustrated in attempts to leave 
trust funds to care for these family members — such trusts 
being invalidated because pets are, legally, “personal property.”  
Since personal property can neither hold property nor be a 
trust beneficiary, our efforts were tantamount to leaving $X to 
Grandma’s chifforobe!

This started changing in the 1990s when states began to 
enact pet trust laws, and on October 1, 2009, Maryland joined 
forty-some other states, including Virginia and Washington, 
DC, in giving legal imprimatur to our ability to create legally 
enforceable trusts for the benefit of  these family members af-
ter we are no longer alive. A pet trust may be created either by 
“Last Will and Testament” or in a “Revocable Living Trust.”

Key components of  Maryland’s law, codified in Maryland 
Estates & Trusts Article, § 14-112, include:

• The animal must be alive during the settlor’s (person 
who creates an instrument to “settle” or grant property to a 
trust for the benefit of  one or more beneficiaries) lifetime, and 
the trust ends at the death of  the last surviving animal for 
whose benefit the trust was created.

• The trust may be enforced by a person appointed in 
the trust document or by the court if  none is so appointed.

• Trust property may be used only for the pet’s benefit 
unless the court finds that the value of  the trust property is 
excessive for that use. 

• Excess trust property, or that not required to admin-
ister the express terms of  the trust, passes to the settlor’s suc-
cessors in interest if  settlor is deceased. 

Whether created by Will, or by a Trust document, language 
should be as detailed as necessary to provide specific direc-
tions for administering the trust according to your intentions 
in order to ensure a system is in place, with funds available, to 
care for your pet(s) in the manner in which you would person-
ally have cared for them. This would include: funding the trust; 
naming or otherwise specifically identifying each contemplat-
ed pet-beneficiary; naming a trustee to administer the trust, a 
caregiver to care for the beneficiary(ies) and possibly someone 
to enforce the trust terms; identifying veterinary preferences; 
detailing likes and dislikes of  each animal to assist the caregiver 
in providing the care you wish; and directing the management 
of  any and all other conditions or situations peculiar to the 
beneficiaries and your preferences for their individual care.

Depending upon particular circumstances, many of  us will 
rest easier knowing our Best Friend will be taken care of  ac-
cording to our preferences.

2011 Funny Faces  
Calendar Winners
The winners of  the 2011 Funny Faces of  GRREAT  
Desktop Calendar are: 

Cover: Jack (Hein/Bulloch) 09-220
January: Lucy (Lowe) 09-070 
February: Jersey (Mathews) 07-139 & Buddy 03-115
March: Bogie (Bower/Burns) 10-030
April: Sassy (Palais/Stevens) 02-042
May: Murphy (Quinn) 05-003
June: Nova (Jones) 09-059
July: Tim (Marshall) 08-124
August:  Rudy (Burgan) 08-173
September: Charlie (Frey) 09-088 
October: Dennis (Hauck) 09-225  
November: Harmony (Aquila) 07-204 
December: Ebbitt (Erbele) 07-048 & Buttercup 

The Funny Faces calendars are wonderful holiday gifts, es-
pecially as stocking stuffers. They will be available through 
the GRREAT online store.
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Adoption Report
 Name  #          Age  Sex

Bear  09-120 6  M

Duncan  10-032  2  M

Jayden 10-038 2  M 

Pumpkin 10-041 3  F 

Lucy 10-042 5  F

Bailey 10-043 7  M

Sabrina 10-047 7  F

Rocco  10-057 5mo  M 

Patch 10-073 12  M

Chester 10-080 2  M 

Lacy  10-082 4  F

Pudge 10-085 3  M

Remington 10-086 1  M

Stella  10-087 3  F

Skipper 10-088 8  M

Ginger 10-092 9  F

Casey 10-093 1  F 

Pogo 10-094  2  F

Seamus 10-095 9  M 

Jasper  10-096 7  M

Franco 10-098 7  M

Crystal 10-099 8  F

Ricco 10-108  4  M

Sammy  10-109  3  M 

T-Bone  10-110 5  M

Jessie Jane  10-111  4  F

Sonny  09-231 6  M 

Zen 10-018 6  M

Tiger  10-046 4  M

Stella 10-060 7                    F

Simba 10-062 2  M

Maxie 10-066  3  F 

Mac 10-069 3  M

Molly 10-071 5  F

Isabella  10-076 6mo  F

Buddy 10-077 7  M 

Coco 10-078 1  F

Snoopy  10-081  1  M

Nelly  10-089 4  F

Name #          Age Sex

Saturday, September 11, 2010 
Noon until 2 p.m. 
Petco 
615 Belair Road, Suite P 
Bel Air, Maryland  21014

Saturday, October 2, 2010 
Noon until 2 p.m. 
Petco 
6612 Richmond Highway 
Alexandria, VA  22306

Saturday, November 6, 2010 
Noon until 2 p.m. 
Petco 
2319-D Forest Drive 
Annapolis, MD  21401

Saturday, December 4, 2010 
Noon until 2pm 
Petco 
4167 Chelshire Station Plaza 
Dale City VA  22193

GRREAT Adoption Days
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William and Janis Foshay 

Rick and Peggy Fowler 

Demetrio Guerrero and Sandra Rutan 

Leo Hageman 

Boyd Harter* 

Thomas B. Hudson  

Elizabeth Kaiser and Ned Scherer** 

James Kline and Margaret G. Geiser-
Kline* 

Vicki Korobkin 

Judi Medwedeff  

Lynne and Donald Mutersbaugh 

L. Jean Noonan* 

Michael Ricci 

Sheryle and Jeanne Robinson 

Martha VanLandingham 

In memory of  Maureen Kelley. – Martha 
Cole Glenn 

Enclosed donation in memory of  our 
beloved Beau (98-023) who was with 
us for 12 1/2 years.  He was the best, 
well behaved, devoted GOOD dog.  He 
crossed over the Rainbow Bridge on May 
18, 2010 after a one and half  year battle 
with oral, malignant melanoma.  He will 
be missed by all. – Regina and Kenneth 
Wolfe* 

In memory of  Mark Ketterman – Barbara 
Johnson and Mark Hofmann* 

In memory of  Mark Ketterman – Shelly 
McFadden 

In memory of  Mark Ketterman – Lisa 
Knickmeyer* 

In memory of  Mark Ketterman, pro-
ceeds from silent auction of  art pieces 
dear to him and designated to be donat-
ed GRREAT – Charles Ketterman** 

In memory of  Jim and Stef  Nelson’s 
Dallas and Reese. – Greg Russell 

This is in memory of  Pal, my neighbors, 
the Graigs, and Pal was a wonderful 
Golden Retriever who died two weeks 
ago. He was the ambassador of  the 
neighborhood! – Geary and Ed Morris 

In memory of  Richard W. Becker, who 
passed away on June 19, 2010. –  Robert 
and Barbara Cutts* 

In memory of  my godfather, Richard 
Warren (“Dick”) Becker -- who had 
a deep love and affection for Golden 
Retrievers, and in particular, his beloved 
Golden Retriever named “Cinnamon.” 
– Sandra Cutts* 

In memory of  Bob Eisenhauer’s mother, 
Frances Ruth Nagle. – Joanna Petty 

In memory of  Ollie (10-023). – Lorna 
and William Wilson 

In memory of  Rocky (05-156).  We miss 
you very much, Love Dad, Mom & Willy. 
– Richard and Julie Kwiathowski* 

Please accept this contribution in memo-
ry of  Riley. – Sharon Bowen 

In memory of  Casey Girl and Duchess. 
– Jeanne O’Donoghue*

In honor of  Suzanne Miller. – Suzanne 
Stone 

Donation in honor of  the 50th wed-
ding anniversary of  Barbara and Richard 
Lederman, Golden Retriever lovers and 
owners for decades, with love from 
Doug, Sandy, Josh, Abby...and Lucy. –  
Sandra Lederman 

To honor my Father, Bob Davidson, 
who taught me to respect all living 
creatures and to cherish the most won-
derful of  them all - the dog! – Louise 
Davidson*** 

Donation made in honor of  Casey, who 
we love so much. – Paula Copperthite* 

 
For Izzy (10-044). – Jan Brown* 

To transport Goldens to GRREAT from 
Almost Heaven Golden Retriever Rescue 
in WV. – Rebecca and Art Hotop* 

For Lady (09-112). – Alan and Mollie 
Dickerson 

To cover medicine for Pudge (10-085) 
and Stella (10-087). – Barbara Smith* 

For prescriptions we had filled for our 
current fosters, T-Bone and Jessie Jane. 
–  Diana Hellinger* 

For Buddy. – Holly Rich* 

To thank GRREAT for covering the 
cost of  treatment for Armani. – Gay 
Schonbrunn* 

This donation is being made as a gift 
to Marianne Fishman. – Jennifer M. 
Calhoun 

To thank Foster Homes. – Neal and Judy 
McKinley* 

For Elysa Birman’s Harley. – Diane 
Lanigan 

 

Donations
Thank You for  
Your Donations

In Memory Of...

*denotes total contribution of  $100-$499 
**denotes total contribution of  $500-$999 
***denotes total contribution of  $1000 or more  

In Honor Of... 

To Help With Costs...

For Other Reasons...
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Happy Father’s Day, Dad!  Hope you 
are enjoying it with Brady! – Gregory 
Schwan  

The Rutans took care of  Carly (10-064) 
while we were out of  town with the 
caveat that we would make a donation to 
GRREAT. – Jeff  and Helene Casper 

Donation along with adoption of  
Pumpkin (10-041) – Nancy and John 
Landon 

Centennial Fun Run donation in cel-
ebration of  Gracie and in memory of  
my daughter’s dog Friday. – R. Arleen 
Dinneen* 

To thank all of  you for all you do to help 
Goldens. – Dave and Nancy Smith* 

Members Give, Powered By Justgive 
– on behalf  of  Eileen Bennett

Tyco Electronics – on behalf  of  Ethel 
and Haddon Carryer 

Barrel Oak Winery* – proceeds from 
wine tasting event  

Sir Eccles Shoppe 

The Flemming Foundation** – match-
ing gifts for Ollie (10-023) 

Pepsi Bottling Group Foundation* – to 
match the donation from S. Shea

American Charities – on behalf  of  Judy 
and Steve Danner* 

Bark ‘N Bean* – proceeds from dog 
wash event 

Memorials can be seen at  
www.grreat.org/foreverfriends/index.htm 

To honor Ollie (10-023). – Robin and 
Steve Heinecke* 

 

Special Needs Dogs can be seen at  
www.grreat.org/dogs/doglist_special.htm

For Charlie (08-150), Phoebe (05-206), 
and Stevie (08-208). – Trish Collier* 

For Peaches (05-140), in memory of  
Louise Davidson’s Father. – Robin and 
Steve Heinecke* 

For Charlie (08-150).  For Charmer.  
And for Nugget. – Seanna Rupe 

For Beeker (09-206).  This is in memory 
of  our sweet Angel “Big Man” Max 
Weber, who unexpectedly passed away 
last month at age 9.  We love you and 
will miss you forever.  You were a class 
act angel boy!  Love Always and Forever 
Grammy, Mary, Christine and Canine 
Companions Rosie and Cooper. – Mary 
Weber* 

For Brooke (08-128) and Stevie (08-
208). – Jim and Holly Meckling 

For Rufus (03-199). – Catherine 
Campbell 

For Tucson (09-126). – Monica and 
Robert Walker***

For Beeker (09-206), Lady (09-112), 
Stevie (08-208), Wally (09-152). – Lynne 
Watkins  

For Charlie (08-150).  This is dedicated 
to my father, Charlie Sullivan, who loves 
Goldens more than anyone I know.  We 
thank Charlie (the dog’s) foster fam-
ily for all they do for the dogs and are 
happy to help them out a little bit.  
– Carrie Sullivan 

For Peaches (05-140). – James Ward  

For all the Special Needs Dogs. – Richard 
and Julie Kwiathowski*

For Beeker (09-209). In memory of  our 
Golden Retriever, Maxie, who passed 
to the rainbow bridge last August.  We 
miss him so much. – Patricia and Jack 
Warden 

Donations

Corporate Giving

Forever Friends

GRREAT operates three funds for dogs with special needs. The Leo Fund provides surgical 
care, the Simile-Finale Fund provides holistic and alternative therapies (e.g., acupuncture, swim 
therapy, etc.), and Chief ’s Fund provides MRI diagnostics. To support these funds, make the 
selection on the online donation page (www.grreat.org/donate/donorinfo.htm) or mention the 
fund in a letter with your contribution by mail. Thank you! 
 
Leo’s Pals (up to $99)   
In honor of  Lynne Glennon, foster mom extraordinaire to Crystal (10-099) 
whom we welcomed into our hearts and home on July 31. – Susanne Lazanov  
 
Leo’s Angels ($100-499) 
For Polar Bear and Chassidy. – Joe O’Neill and Walt Atha* 

In memory of  Cassandra St. Claire and Maxwell. – Joseph and Virginia Fry* 

Leo’s Heros ($500 and Over) 
Jim and Ginny Hayes** 

Simile-Finale Fund 
The enclosed check is my contribution for whatever is needed.  However, 
I would be glad to have it added to the Simile-Finale Fund which I created. 
– Elizabeth Oberdorfer***  

Leo’s Corner

Sponsor Me!
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Donations For Peaches (05-140).  This sponsorship is 
for my Mom’s birthday. Her name is Barbara 
Walsh, and she just lost her beloved Augie (a 
rescued Golden) a little over six months ago. 
Cassie, her other rescued Golden, has done 
her best to help Mom get over the loss. Mom 
is at the age where she has everything that 
she needs and wants; I would love to honor 
her and her love of  dogs (that I have inher-
ited) by sponsoring a special needs Golden 
Retriever. –  Margo Demers* 

For Brooke (08-128) and Maggie Mae (08-
211). – Katheryn Fletcher* 

For Wally (09-152).  In Honor & Memory 
of  KEYSER. He was a GRREAT dog who 
passed away from the same illness as Wally. 
In the 8 or so years he had ... his life with 
Brian and Erin Trompeter was exciting, lov-
ing and more fulfilling than most dogs will 
ever experience. Keyser - Ambassador for all 
that is good! – Lynn Gallagher 

For Brooke (08-128) and Stevie (08-208). 
– Holly Rich* 

For Maggie Mae (08-211). – Denise 
Malczewski* 

 
Sue Erbele* 

Anita and John Funk* 

Jen Murray*

Julie Palais and Rick Stevens** 

Jeff  and Lucinda Twining** 

Dog Walk Sponsors

Clean Out the Attic! 
Are you ready to dispose of  items that are in good condition, but are no longer of  use to you?  Would you like to do-

nate these items to benefit GRREAT? We will be happy to accept them to sell on Craig’s List. All the proceeds go towards 
helping our beloved rescued Golden Retrievers.  Please contact Jen Murray at secretary@grreat.org to make arrangements 
for the items to be delivered to her.

Dogtown, A Sanctuary for Rescued Dogs
by Bob Somerville, $16.95, 80 pages 

Book Review by Skye Anderson

Who hasn’t heard of  Best Friends 
Animal Sanctuary — the premier animal 
safe haven in a Red Rock Canyon in the 
high, dry desert outside Kanab, Utah? 
Who hasn’t seen the National Geographic 
television series, Dogtown? Who isn’t at 
least familiar with the nation’s best known, 
and perhaps largest, animal sanctuary? 
Or read their inspiring glossy bi-monthly 
magazine?

Whether you have or haven’t, this 
book is a small coffee table book to keep and show. It recounts the history 
of  Dogtown, displays a beautiful gallery of  full-page canine portraits, and ex-
plains why the dog homes are octagonal. A chapter on rescue, recovery, and 
renewal (“From Crisis to Comfort”) even opens with meatballs for breakfast!

The Best Friends Animal Society has sheltered Katrina animals, cared for 
and rehabilitated 22 of  the Michael Vick “Victory” dogs, and rescued thou-
sands of  other animals, including, most famously, numerous deserving puppy 
mill dogs. With a daily census of  about 2000 animals, including a current 400 
dogs, dogs of  all ages are spotlighted and many are available for adoption.

Where else do they give four tours daily and let the tour-goers stay to play 
with the dogs? Where else can an adult spend a four-week internship learning 
about animals (and one species in particular, doing a special project) or a vaca-
tion helping deserving dogs live a life of  digging, running, swimming, or just 
chilling out with favorite buddies or people?

If  this book doesn’t move you to donate more of  your time to helping 
man’s best friend, I’ll eat my leash!

_________________________________________
 

 Please also read: DogTown: Tales of  Rescue, Rehabilitation, and Redemption by 
Stefan Bechtel, (340 pp, ©2009) and Best Friends: the True Story of  the World’s Most 
Beloved Animal Sanctuary by Samantha Glen (284 pp, ©2001)

Skye Anderson is a frequent book reviewer for GRREAT and Pet First Aid Instruc-
tor-Trainer for the American Red Cross.
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con’t. from page 1

 If  you’d like artful photographs of  your dog, the kids, or 
your family, Lisa Solomon Photography is offering a special 
sitting during the month of  October to benefit GRREAT. 
Anyone mentioning GRREAT when setting up an appoint-
ment will help the Rescue, so please tell your friends, 
relatives, and co-workers about this wonderful fundraiser. 
 Lisa Solomon Photography is located in Silver Spring 
Maryland and offers quality photographs of  pets, people, 
and families, and specializes in large prints for wall art 
and archival prints. To see samples of  Lisa’s work, please 
visit her web site: www.LisaSolomonPhotography.com. 
Mention GRREAT when an appointment is scheduled, and 
Lisa will donate the “grreatly” reduced sitting fee of  $35 
directly to GRREAT. The prices for prints are:

• 5x7 print is $20; each extra 5x7 of  same print is $5

• 8x10 print is $70; each extra 8x10 of  same print is $20

• A 20% discount will be applied to all other prints

 
 The price list is on the web site — click on 
“About Photo Session” and then “Price List.” Note 
that 6% Maryland sales tax applies, and a flat rate of  
$10 will be applied for the shipment of  prints. 
 To set up an appointment in the studio, please send an 
email to Lisa@LisaSolomonPhotography.com and state sev-
eral preferred dates. If  you do not have email access, please 
call 301-602-0120.

October is GRREAT  
Photo Month simply no longer had his heart in playing. We were all pretty 

devastated, and the Big Guy was no longer there to find us. 
We were lost.

Grady and me, we’ll just keep on playing
Hide’n Seek just like always. Only now 
It’s always my turn to find Grady. 
And he
Can never hide from me again . . .
I always see him
So very clearly …

Then, almost eight months into 2009, another GRREAT 
event came to pass!

A July 29 posting of  available adoptees on GRREAT.
org revealed 09-102, a youngster possessing “the unique 
talent of  looking both dignified and clownish at the same 
time;” a ten-month old who “loves to sleep flat on his back 
. . . all four legs sticking out in different directions!” 

This young boy was recovering from surgeries to cor-
rect TWO torn ACL’s, and entropion, an inward rolling of  
his eyelid edges. Despite all this trauma in his young life 
— despite having to put his puppyhood on hold — this 
“epitome of  gentle joie de vive,” retained an over-the-top 
love of  life and everything about it! Could this young soul 
be the one who would find us?

This youngster became Eli’s brother, Marlowe, on Au-
gust 15 and the game was on! Just like that, Eli was eating, 
swimming, sleeping, chasing and running, from and with, 
this long-armed, whimsical character, both boys joyously 
reclaiming their interrupted youth. 

Hide’n seek has regained its foothold here, but we got-
ta change some rules or something. Even when I find the 
most ingenious hiding places — remote nooks and crannies 
where even I don’t know where I am — Marlowe casually 
walks to the door, bed, closet, basement, whatever… and 
patronizingly stares at me, leaving me with the distinct im-
pression he just doesn’t think I’m all that clever.

We were lost; we been found.

Remembering GRREAT  
in Your Will 

Writing a will is a subject most of  us don’t like talking 
about or even thinking about, but many people would 
agree, it’s something we need to do. When we’re young, 
we believe we are invincible; however, as we age, we re-
alize we need to think about the future and make plans. 
If  you’re getting ready to make a will or make changes 
to an existing one, please consider leaving a monetary 
gift to GRREAT.  

We thank you for your consideration.
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Checks should be made payable to GRREAT.  
Please mail forms with your contribution to:  

GRREAT, P.O. Box 3069, Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please complete this form to volunteer. Return to:

GRREAT
Attention: Volunteer Coordinator

P.O. Box 3069
Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

Name ___________________________________________

Street ____________________________________________

City, State, Zip_____________________________________

Email Address ____________________________________

Home Phone (_______)_____________________________

Cell Phone  (_______)_____________________________

Work Phone (_______)______________________________

OK to call at work?  Yes   No

Please indicate any area of  interest. 

The appropriate GRREAT Coordinator will contact you for 
more information.

_____ Become a foster home for GRREAT dogs

_____ Help at Adoption Events, Education Events,
          Fundraisers & Micro Chipping Clinics 
 
_____  Transport GRREAT dogs (to/from vet,  

animal shelter, etc.)

_____ Perform home visits for potential adopters prior to  
          adoption

_____ Additional Information or Comments: 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

This form can be filled out on-line at www.grreat.org.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
 New Member   Renewal 

Name ___________________________________

Address __________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

 Mark here if  this is an address or name change

Phone ( ________)________________________

E-mail Address____________________________

Mark as many as applicable:

 I am enclosing $30 for my 2010 membership dues.

 I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $______.

 I am interested in becoming a GRREAT Volunteer.  

        (Please fill out and return Volunteer form as well).

  I am interested in donating the following services  

or supplies to GRREAT:  

______________________________________
______________________________________

HERE’S A DONATION
  I’d like to make a donation to GRREAT for 

_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________

  In honor of  
______________________________________

  In memory of  
______________________________________

  To thank  
_______________________________________ 
 
All donations are tax deductible and are gratefully 
acknowledged in GRREAT News.
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GRREAT Calendar of  Events

September
18 Divine K-9 Open House 
11am until 4pm 
4 Newport Dr., Forest Hill, MD

19 SPCA’s 90th Birthday 
Noon until 4pm 
SPCA of  Anne Arundel County 
1815 Bay Ridge Ave., Annapolis, MD

25 Rabies Clinic  
1pm until 4pm 
4 Paws Spa 
121-A Industry Lane, Forest Hill, MD 
GRREAT offering AVID microchipping for  
non-GRREAT dogs ($35)

26 Responsible Dog Ownership Day 
Noon until 5pm 
Petsmart 
412A Constant Friendship Blvd. 
Abingdon, MD

October
3 Wine Tasting - Bring Your Dog 
Noon until 4pm 
Barrel Oak Winery 
3623 Grove Lane, Delaplane, VA 
 
9 Walk For Paws 
10am until 3pm 
Board of  Education in Ellicott City 
10918 Route 108, Ellicott City MD

16 McLean Pet Expo 
11am until 5pm 
Lewinsville Park 
1659 Chainbridge Rd., McLean, VA

23 BARCStoberfest 
11am until 4pm 
Patterson Park 
Corner of  Eastern Ave/ 
Linwood Ave., Baltimore MD

30 GRREAT 3K Walk 
9:30am register; 10am walk begins 
Weber’s Pet Supermarket  
(Rear Parking Lot) 
11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA

There is a rescue for Golden Retrievers?  This is a commonly asked question at the numerous events that GRREAT participates in. When people find out 
that GRREAT takes in about 250 dogs every year, you can see the shock and amazement on their faces and you can hear it in their voices.  People know 
that Golden Retrievers are such good dogs, so they can’t help but wonder “Why would anyone give up a Golden?” It is because of  comments such as these 
that GRREAT attends events to help educate the public on the need for rescue and on the Golden Retriever breed.  GRREAT is always looking for and 
in need of  committed volunteers who wish to give some of  their time to attend events.   For a list of  upcoming events go to www.grreat.org/calendar.htm. 
For more information on any event, please email events@grreat.org and if  you wish to volunteer at any event, please email volunteer@grreat.org.


