
1

GRREATNEWS
 Golden Retriever Rescue, Education and Training, Inc          •          July/August 2011                 •             Vol. 22, No. 4

Relax and Unwind with 
GRREAT 4 

Barrel Oak Winery Flyer 5

I Would Love to Foster...      6

GRREAT Bark-B-Que        7

Donations                       8-10

Dear Janet 10

Donation, Membership, and 
Volunteer Forms 11

GRREAT Calendar 12

GRREAT
IN THIS ISSUE:

  Letter from the President 3

  Adoption Report 

Planning is again underway for this 
year’s Annual GRREAT 3K Walk. The walk 
will be held on October 29, 2011 at Weber’s 
Pet Supermarket, 11021 Lee Highway, Fair-
fax, Virginia. It takes hundreds of  volun-
teers, thousands of  hours, and tens of  thou-
sands of  dollars to keep GRREAT going. 
GRREAT takes in Goldens of  all ages, with 
varying degrees of  medical issues; as you 
can imagine, the medicals bills GRREAT in-
curs can be staggering. Last year GRREAT 
took in 233 stray, unwanted and abandoned 
Golden Retrievers. 

Not too long ago, GRREAT accepted 
a 7-year old female by the name of  Roxy. 
She was severely malnourished and loaded 
with parasites, and she was given up just a 
week shy of  giving birth to eleven puppies. 
Unfortunately, due to Roxy’s malnutrition 
and lack of  medical care, some of  the pups 
also suffered. Two puppies were born with 
a condition called megaesophagus, which 
then developed into pneumonia. Sadly, these 
puppies lost their battle at 4 weeks of  age. 

All of  the puppies struggled with the 
parasites and two of  them developed life-
threatening bacterial infections. One puppy 
recovered fully, while the other, Boomer, 
wasn’t so lucky. The infection traveled to 
his heart and left him with a life threatening 
heart condition. Despite the struggle, all ex-
cept Boomer are expected to live long, happy 
lives. Roxy has also recovered and is putting 
on the weight she desperately needed. She is 
living in a home where she is getting the love 
and attention she so deserves. 

Without your help, GRREAT wouldn’t 
be able to take in dogs like Roxy and her 
puppies, as the vet bills incurred thus far 
for this Golden family have been more than 
$10,000. 

Funds raised during the GRREAT 
3K Walk are a major source of  revenue 
for helping dogs like Roxy. Please con-
sider becoming a sponsor of  the walk.  

RESCUE ANGEL:  for $500 or more:  
Your name, or company logo and name, will 
be listed prominently on the event T-shirt 
given to all walkers.* You are also invited to 
have a table at our event to raise awareness 
of  your product and/or services.

RESCUE PARTNER:  for $300:  Your 
name, or company logo and name, will be 
listed on the event T-Shirt.*

FRIEND OF RESCUE:  For $100:  
Your name or company name will be listed 
on the event T-shirt.*

*Instead of  using your name, you can replace 
it with your dog’s.  

If  you choose one of  these sponsor-
ship options, you will be listed as one of  our 
sponsors on the event fl yer, our website, and 
our newsletter. Should you have any ques-
tions, please email events@grreat.org no 
later than September 16, 2011.  

Roxy and her pups

Annual GRREAT 3K Walk is Coming Up
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Phone: 703-620-6593 • Web site: www.grreat.org

GRREAT, Inc. is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) all-volunteer organization dedicated to the rescue,  
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Dear GRREAT Members,

 By now, you have seen the notification that Louise Davidson 
has regretfully resigned her position as President, effective May 
30th. The Board, and I know all of  you, are deeply saddened 
to see her leave, but respect her decision to step back to focus 
on her family and other personal interests that she has been 
unable to do in her current role. Louise has been among the 
most dedicated Board members and Presidents that GRREAT 
has ever had, and through her efforts, she has helped move the 
organization to more efficiency and effectiveness in meeting its 
mission. Thankfully, Louise still remains a GRREAT member 
and will join us, along with her beautiful Golden brood, at as 
many events as she is able to attend. We know you join us in 
wishing Louise all the very best in the future.
 Going forward, as the current Vice President of  GRREAT, 
I stepped in as President on May 31st on an interim basis 
while the Board searches for a new President. Due to my own 
professional time constraints, I am unable to permanently take 
on these additional duties, but will do so temporarily and then 
move back into the Vice President role when the new President 
is selected. 
 We open up this opportunity to serve as President of  
GRREAT to all of  our members and any other individuals who 
you think may be interested. This is such a wonderful opportu-
nity to have an impact on the welfare of  this breed that we all 
love so much, and work with a group of  Board members and 
volunteers who are not only caring and dedicated, but smart 
and focused on continually improving GRREAT’s operations 
every year. 
 Listed below are the primary duties of  the President. The 
role currently requires about a 20 to 25 hour per week time 
commitment.

 Duties of  the GRREAT President:

Primary role: Oversee the operation of  the Rescue to ensure all 
activities are performed as necessary.

 Perform the following tasks:

1.   Respond to inquiries and comments sent to the President’s 
email account.

2.   Maintain the GRREAT internal calendar to ensure dead-
lines are met.

3.   Seek volunteers to fill vacant coordinator and elected posi-
tions.

4.   Update annual fund statistics on relevant web pages.

5.   Ensure web site is kept current and updates sent to web-
master.

6.   Submit the donation listing, the President’s message, and 
periodic announcements for the bi-monthly GRREAT News 
as noted in the internal calendar.

7.   Send Facebook updates as needed

8.   Oversee the GRREAT Calendar Contest.

Relevant skills required:

* Organized
* PC skills: basic Word and Excel, and email
* Good written and verbal communication skills
* Strong decision maker
* Able to receive and respond to email throughout the day

Thank you for your consideration. If  you are interested in 
the role or know someone who is, please send an email to 
President@GRREAT.org.

― Helen Whitehead, Interim GRREAT President

President’s Message
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Adoption Report
 Name  #          Age  Sex Name #          Age Sex

Goldie  11-003  9 F 

Eaden  11-031  6mo M 

Buddy  11-070  2 M

Jessie  11-079  2 F 

Cheyenne  11-087  3 F 

Charlie  11-088  2 M 

Lucky  11-092  10mo M  

Bella  11-094  3 F

Chelsea  11-095  10 F 

Chewie 06-112 6 M 

Jack  11-019  8mo M 

Sawyer  11-059 1 M

Katie  11-061  7 F 

Jasper  11-067  2 M 

Buddy  11-016  1 M

Odie  11-017  1 M 

Murphy  11-034  11mo M

Sassy  11-055  9mo F 

Lily  11-060  4 F 

Kiya  11-064  3 M

Ginger  11-073  7 F 

Daisy  11-074  6 F 

Sophie  10-205  13 F 

Cappucino  10-222  8 M 

Meeya  11-026  1 F

Daisy  11-063  4 F

Scooter  11-068  2 M

Cole  11-006  6mo M 

Casey  11-025 1 F 

Ben  11-051  1 M 

Duke  11-052  5 M

Sasha  11-056  5mo F 

Relax and Unwind with GRREAT
Spend the day with your dog taking in the beautiful rolling view of  the 

Blue Ridge Mountains while sitting on the patio, enjoying a glass of  wine.     
Sunday, July 17th from 12pm until 3pm, GRREAT is holding a fundrais-

ing event at Barrel Oak Winery, 3623 Grove Lane, Delaplane, Virginia. A buf-
fet lunch will be provided by Whitestone Catering & Personal Chefs, which 
includes gourmet sandwiches, cheeses, pasta, baby green salad, and cookies 
and brownies for dessert for just $25 per person. You will enjoy the music of  Steve Hudson on guitar while enjoying a glass 

of  wine. A raffle will also be held offering the winner an original pencil drawing of  your dog (or 
other subject) by professional portrait artist, Mike Theuer (www.miketheuer.com). His drawings 
are amazingly detailed. You have to see his work to believe, as words can not do it justice.  

GRREAT will receive $5 for every $10 wine tasting if  you present the Barrel Oak Winery 
GRREAT flyer (click here for the Barrel Oak Winery Wine Tasting Flyer). In order to ensure 
that we will not run out of  lunch and have an accurate count for the caterers, we ask that you 
pre-pay for the lunch. To pre-pay and RSVP, go to http://www.grreat.org/event_pay_winery.
htm.  Please print and hold onto your PayPal confirmation should there be any issue. If  you do 
not wish to pay via credit card, you can send the payment to GRREAT at P.O. Box 3069, Falls 
Church,VA, 22043. 

For more information, please email, events@grreat.org.
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I Would Love to Foster, But... 
by Denise Malczewski

“I would love to foster for GRREAT, but I would fall in 
love with the dog and never be able to let him go.” This is 
a concern I hear from many people who join GRREAT and 
want to help the Golden Retriever breed. I have been foster-
ing for eight years and completely understand their concern. I 
have fallen in love with every Golden who has come through 
my door.

It is easy to be excited about the organization and its mis-
sion. GRREAT has been around for over twenty years and 
is well run and financially sound. We have hardworking, big-
hearted volunteers with a passion for the breed. Our dogs re-
ceive first rate medical care. The need for the organization is 
obvious – over 100 Goldens came into GRREAT in the first 
five months of  this year.

And it is easy to understand the satisfaction that comes 
from fostering. A frightened dog with his tail tucked between 
his legs arrives at your house and you become the center of  
his universe. Within days, with your love and attention, the tail 
slowly emerges and then wags, and he figures out his place 
in your home. He learns the activity patterns and quickly be-
comes a member of  the family. Meanwhile, you fall in love with 
your foster dog.

How then do you take the step of  letting him go and send-
ing him on to the perfect “forever” home? Everyone comes 
to that decision in their own way, but one thing that makes it 
possible is knowing there are wonderful people out there wait-
ing for him. People who want to adopt a dog from GRREAT 
are every bit as warm-hearted and loving as our foster homes. 
They have chosen to take in a second-hand dog and have gone 
through our adoption application process, which includes a 
home visit. They are willing to wait, instead of  walking into a 
pet store and buying a dog. They go through the anxiety and 
possible disappointment of  vying for dogs that have been put 
up for adoption.

Many of  these people check the Available Dogs page of  
the website multiple times a day. They have memorized the 
names of  the dogs on the list and can quote sentences from 
their write-ups. Some are looking for a young dog, some want a 
more seasoned dog, some a special color or energy level. Some 
will adopt a dog knowing that he may not live very long.

The times I have had a foster dog that I thought might be 
hard to place, someone has come along who wanted that dog. 
I once fostered a huge male who carried his 110-plus pounds 
comfortably. A woman called, saying she had been waiting 
for a dog that size to appear on the website, and then started 
sobbing as she told me about the big Golden boy she had re-
cently lost. Last year my little mostly-Golden mixed breed boy 
named Jake went to a gentle man searching for a shy little guy. 
He understood and didn’t mind that Jake sometimes nervous 

piddled. One of  my early boys, Reggie, was adopted by a fam-
ily with four children. He goes on better vacations than I do, 
summering with the family on Cape Cod. My first foster, Katie, 
went to a retired couple who reported that she enjoyed sitting 
by the husband and having her ears stroked. When I learned 
that the husband had developed cancer and subsequently died, 
I could imagine how much comfort Katie must have given him 
at the end, sitting by his side and letting him stroke her ears.

My foster boy Quentin taught me a valuable lesson in let-
ting go. He stayed with me for months as he recuperated from 
surgeries, and I loved him dearly. When his adoptive family 
came to get him, he hopped into their van with their two teen-
age boys without a care in the world. I know Quentin enjoyed 
his time with me, but he was just as happy – probably hap-
pier – to be with his adoptive family. A friend of  mine likened 
adopting out foster dogs to sending your children off  to col-
lege. You know they are going off  on a wonderful adventure. 
Letting them go is hard, but their happiness is more important 
than yours.

I haven’t yet touched on the option that GRREAT offers 
all foster homes. If  you can’t bring yourself  to give away your 
foster dog, you have the option of  adopting and keeping him 
or her. We affectionately call these “failed foster homes,” and 
two of  the biggest failures are my friends Phil and Janet Hauck 
who live happily with their six, count ‘em six, adopted Goldens. 
Phil and Janet still find time and space for foster dogs and have 
adopted out an amazing 35 dogs.

Denise Malczewski is GRREAT’s Foster Home Application 
Coordinator and can be reached at becomeafosterhome@grreat.org. She 
lives in Fredericksburg, VA with her dog Tucker (a great but not a 
GRREAT dog) and her long-term foster Belle, one of  GRREAT’s spe-
cial needs dogs.

Phil and Janet Hauck’s six-pack
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2011 GRREAT Bark-B-Que 
 

 The 2011 GRREAT Bark-B-Que took place on May 14 — one of  those overcast days we’d been experiencing for 
weeks. But Mother Nature held off  the rain and 40 people and their canine friends had a typical GRREAT picnic, with 
wonderful food and lots of  fun for all the guests. 

Camaraderie was even stronger than usual among the hearty folks who showed up. We had gift basket raffles and mer-
chandise for sale. And we shared the excitement our dogs experienced as they participated in relay races, a 50/50 raffle, and 
bobbing for biscuits. The chance to spend time with our Golden friends and other Golden lovers made for an enjoyable 
time for all.                      
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In Honor Of... 

To Help With Costs...

For Other Reasons...

Edward and Rita Gluth 

David and Jane Goldfrank *

Demetrio Guerrero and Sandra Rutan

Cameron Gray

Douglas and Mary John

Jeff  Nedelman**

Lauren Rifkin

Sheryle and Jeanne Robinson

Brad Scrivener

Janette and Dave Siebs

Hugh Spitzer and Dinah Stevens

  
  

 
In loving memory of  Bridgette (11-
039). –  Harry Sethna and Sarah Navia

In loving memory of  Marky (11-046). 
–  Harry Sethna and Sarah Navia

In memory of  Buddy (aka “Buddy 
Love” & “Buddy Bear”), keeper of  our 
hearts we love you!!  Love Mom and 
Dad – Heather Kourcklas

In memory of  Yeager Hunt. This dona-
tion is in memory of  Yeager, Linda 
Hunt’s dog, who passed away recently. 
He was a wonderful friendly neighbor, 
adored by all, including our Beardie. 
– Iain Farrance and Gail McLean

In memory of  Doc, a sweet, loyal, won-
derful friend and family member. He 
was well loved and is very much missed. 
– Elizabeth Marshall

I would like to make this donation 
in memory of  Cora Eualine “Ann” 
Brown from Gwen, Tom & Joe Bodnar. 
– Gwen, Tom, and Joe Bodnar

This donation is in memory of  Mickey 
(06-229) who lived a wonderful and 
happy life as the beloved of  Janet & 
Phil Hauck. His paws may no longer 
trot along on their walks, but his spirit 
is always with them! – Jeff  and Lucinda 
Twining*

In memory of  the wonderful man, Bill 
Price. I will always remember his warm 
and giving nature and the big smile on 
his face the day he bought his plane, 
Kermit. – Amy Rideout

Please accept the enclosed donation to 
honor the memory of  Walter (Wally) 
Oliver. It is likely that other friends and 
yellow bridge players will be sending 
donations also. – Georgia Lyhus

Donation to GRREAT in memory of  
Phil and Janet Hauck’s beloved, Mickey. 
– Linda Scher

This donation is made in memory of  
Barbara Boyd’s special friend, Noah 
(09-118). Barbara lovingly cared for 
him during the last 2 years of  his life 
and treated him to a special last meal 
of  people picnic food at the GRREAT 
Bark-B-Que. Good bye sweet Noah.*

In loving memory of  Terry Allen Abell, 
this donation is made to help defray the 
costs for Special Needs Golden, Sunny 
– chosen for special reason as Terry 
was also golden light sunshine and 
very nurturing, a true angel on earth. 
She loved her Golden, Cooper, and I 
couldn’t think of  a more befitting orga-
nization where her light can continue to 
shine. –  Felicia Barlow 

In honor of  Ken and Mary Collings 
– My heart is still heavy with your loss 
of  Shelby. This is to celebrate your love 
for her and all of  God’s creatures. This 
in honor of  Shelby (03-209). – Gay 
Schonbrunn*

In honor of  Debbie Haegele’s Pete. 
– Diane Lanigan

For meds for Izzy (11-058). – John and 
Linda Stewart

Acupuncture and Reiki Treatment for 
Special Needs Dogs, Peaches (05-140), 
Bailey (04-092), Stevie (08-208), and 
Clover (10-164). – Jessie Robinson and 
Dan Pickard***

Please use this donation for any Golden 
who needs it. :-) – Kathleen Teitel*

Please accept this donation towards the 
care of  the Golden Retrievers you help. 
– Marshall and Edith Schy

Barron, 8-year old Golden who had 
complications from a cloth toy he ate, 
had surgery and cost my children $5000 
at which time the dog became ill again. 
Due to the negligence of  the vet who 
performed the surgery, Barron was 
taken in again and needed an additional 
surgery for twisted intestines. Because 
this young couple could not afford the 
second surgery on Barron and did not 
want to put him down, they contacted 
GRREAT to help them. Thank you for 
saving Barron’s life; we appreciate what 
you have done for him. – Teri Hedrick

Donations
Thank You for  
Your Donations
*denotes total contribution of  $100-$499 
**denotes total contribution of  $500-$999 
***denotes total contribution of  $1000 or more  

In Memory of…
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Donations

IBM Employee Services Center – on 
behalf  of  Lona Gordon

IBM Employee Services Center – anony-
mous donor 

Mt. Airy Mattress – Please accept the 
enclosed donation in honor of  Greg and 
Janice Dunn.  Mt. Airy Mattress makes a 
contribution on behalf  of  each mattress 
purchaser to the organization of  their 
choice. 

Clark CARES Foundation – on behalf  
of  Clark CARES Foundation, at the 
direction of  Keith Anderson. It is my 
pleasure to enclose a check in support of  
GRREAT. Clark CARES Foundation is 
committed to improving local, national, 
and global communities through five 
pillars of  commitment: C- Community, 
A- Advocacy, R- Responsibility, E- 
Education, and S- Service.***

Lazy Dog Art – donated proceeds from 
dog portrait fundraiser**

Walk Your Dog With Love – donated 
proceeds from sale of  dog harnesses

Members Give Powered by Justgive – on 
behalf  of  Eileen Bennett 

National Capital Gift Planning Council. 
Elizabeth Aycock recently presented at 
a program hosted by National Capital 
Gift Planning Council. As a result, our 
Council is donating the enclosed check 
in honor of  Elizabeth Aycock’s contribu-
tions, time, and efforts in presenting to 
our members and others interested in gift 
planning.

iGive – proceeds from online shopping

Tigertails Foods – proceeds from Rescue 
Rebate Program

Corporate Giving (con’t.) GRREAT operates three funds for dogs with special needs. The Leo Fund provides surgical care, 
the Simile-Finale Fund provides holistic and alternative therapies (eacupuncture, swim therapy, 
etc.), and Chief ’s Fund provides MRI diagnostics. To support these funds, make the selection on 
the online donation page (www.grreat.org/donate/donorinfo.htm) or mention the fund in a letter 
with your contribution by mail. Thank you! 
Leo’s Corner

Leo’s Pals (up to $99)   
This donation is in honor of  Erin Patton (Young Donors Club) birthday. 
– Helene Daniel  

Leo’s Angels ($100-499) 
For Polar Bear and Chassidy. – Joe O’Neill and Walt Atha*

In memory of  Pete - We miss you and your joy. – Julia and Dick Kwiatkowski* 

 
Leo’s Heroes ($500 and Over) 
In honor of  Kodi (05-018); Kodi was 14 on Feb 4. She is amazing after 2 In 
honor of  Kodi and Garry. – Jim and Ginny Hayes -**

Chief ’s Fund 
This donation to GRREAT is my thanks to Ms. Jane Cantor for taking such 
good care of  my Golden, Jack. – Gwen Wood    

Simile-Finale Fund 
The enclosed donation is made in memory of  my friend, Linda Hunt’s (A 
GRREAT Foster Home mom) beloved Golden, Yaeger, who crossed the 
bridge just a few weeks ago. He will be greatly missed by his family, buddy 
Quincy, and my Golden, Tyson. I’m asking this donation be designated to the 
Simile-Finale Fund, in gratitude for the swim therapy that is keeping Quincy in 
good spirits and as mobile as a 14-year old Golden can be. – Carol Spangler 

American Charities – on behalf  of  
Judy and Steve Daner*

American Charities – on behalf  of   
Linda and Craig Wensley

American Charities – on behalf  of  
Barbara and Mark Forster

American Charities – on behalf  of  
Heather Lay

Three Scoops of  Vanilla. With the 
help of  your WONDERFUL sup-
porters, GRREAT had another very 
successful event. – donated proceeds 
from online shopping event**

Memorials can be seen at  
www.grreat.org/foreverfriends/index.htm 

For Hollie (00-208).We love you and 
miss you, our Hollie Girlfriend – Lee 
Ann Borden*

For Soleil, beloved Golden of  
Linda Waitkus. – Susan and Richard 
Bottomley 

Forever Friends
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Donations
Sponsor Me!

For Stevie (08-208) and Charlie (08-150). 
– Trish Collier*

For Special Needs Dog, Charlie (08-150). 
– Jean and Robert Barton

For Stevie (08-208). – Dabney Schneider

For Peaches (05-140), Stevie (08-208), 
and Clover (10-164). In memory of  
Broccoli. This check is in memory of  
Jessie Robinson’s and Dan Pickard’s long 
time Golden companion, Broccoli. I just 
learned of  his death in the GRREAT 
News that arrived today, and as usual, 
I read cover-to-cover. Please use this 
as a little extra donation sponsor-
ship of  Jessie’s Special Needs Dogs, 
Peaches, Stevie and Clover. I had to get 
a Washington State license plate, my old 
Maryland “GRR0060” is nailed to the 
wall in my office room. – Trish Collier*

For Peaches (05-140). In memory of  
Lucca Nix, a friend to all. – Courtney 
Stalnake

For Belle (10-200). In honor of  Max 
(05-???), my GRREAT long-term foster 
who defied his cancer prognosis and 
lived 3 years longer than the original two-
month estimate. He loved every single 
day of  those three years and two months. 
– Betsy Davis*

For Peaches (05-140). In memory of  
Ellie, our neighbor’s Golden Retriever, 
who recently passed away. – Mary 
Balboni

For Peaches (05-140). This donation 
is made in memory of  my Golden 
Retriever, Lucca, who like Peaches, 
had many disabilities during her eleven 
years of  life. She was an incredible dog!! 
–  Barbara Nix

Dear Janet,
I’ve seen clickers for sale at the register in pet stores and advertisements for dog training classes in 
which clickers are mentioned, but I have no idea how one uses a clicker to train a dog.  I looked for 
information on-line, but the sites I saw were full of  technical terms that weren’t defined.  - F.B. 

Dear F.B.,
The noise the clicker makes is neutral to most dogs, meaning that they don’t have 
a preconceived positive or negative association with it, so a trainer can teach the 
dog what the sound of  the clicker means.   Most trainers pair the noise of  the 
clicker with food or toys so that the dog understands that when he hears the click 
he’s going to get a treat or a toy.   We therefore call the clicker a “conditioned 
reinforcer.”  
Once a dog understands the click, you use the noise to “mark” a behavior so that 
the dog understands that what she did was correct. Think of  the clicker like as a 
camera. When I click the shutter of  a camera, I’m capturing a perfect visual mo-
ment. When I click the clicker, I want to capture my dog’s behavior in her mind.
I’m saying to her, “the behavior that you’re doing at this instant is what I’m look-
ing for.” Not the behavior that you were doing a second before or a second after
you heard the sound. In the dog’s mind she was doing several behaviors at the
time that I clicked (wagging her tail, looking at an object, standing in a certain po-
sition etc.) so it may take her several repetitions to sort out which of  the behaviors 
is the key to her reward. Once she understands which behavior is desired, I’ve 
“captured” the behavior.
For example, let’s say I’m using the clicker to teach a puppy to greet people by
touching their hand with his nose and standing nicely for petting instead of  by 
jumping. When the puppy greets a person, I will watch him closely but ignore
him while he’s jumping. However, the instant that he touches the person’s hand
with his nose, I’ll click and reward. At first the puppy won’t understand what it
was that he did that caused me to click, so he’ll go back to jumping or nipping or
another behavior that he thinks is fun. I’ll keep watching though, and as soon as he 
touches their hand again, I’ll click and reward. After a number of  repetitions the 
puppy will understand that I’m rewarding him for touching the person’s hand
with his nose.
At this point she’ll touch the person’s hand with her nose, hear the click, eat the 
treat, touch the hand again etc. until she gets full or becomes bored.  I’ve now 
successfully “captured the behavior” that I wanted and I’ll move on to “shaping” 
it further.
Shaping a behavior is similar to shaping a lump of  clay into a bowl.  You press a 
little here, smooth a little there and gradually the lump turns into a bowl.  With 
the puppy I’ll continue shaping the desired end behavior by not clicking unless he 
keeps his feet on the ground for one second after he’s touched the hand.  When 
he’s reliably doing that behavior, then I’ll wait an extra second to click and so on.  
At some point I’ll have the person pet him for an instant and if  his feet stay on 
the ground I’ll click him for that, then continue to wait for more and more elapsed 
time before clicking and rewarding.  Once the puppy is behaving reliably I’ll start 
to fade the clicking and treat rewards until the praise itself  becomes his reward.

Janet McMillan is the owner of  Best Behaved Dogs, providing in-home obedience and behavior modi-
fication to dogs and their families.  If  you have a question for Janet for this column, or would like more 
information on her services, please contact her at janet@bestbehaveddogs.com or visit her website at  
www.bestbehaveddogs.com 
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Checks should be made payable to GRREAT.  
Please mail forms with your contribution to:  

GRREAT, P.O. Box 3069, Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please complete this form to volunteer. Return to:

GRREAT
Attention: Volunteer Coordinator

P.O. Box 3069
Falls Church, VA 22043-0069

Name ___________________________________________

Street ____________________________________________

City, State, Zip_____________________________________

Email Address ____________________________________

Home Phone (_______)_____________________________

Cell Phone  (_______)_____________________________

Work Phone (_______)______________________________

OK to call at work?  Yes   No

Please indicate any area of  interest. 

The appropriate GRREAT Coordinator will contact you for 
more information.

_____ Become a foster home for GRREAT dogs

_____ Help at Adoption Events, Education Events,
          Fundraisers & Micro Chipping Clinics 
 
_____  Transport GRREAT dogs (to/from vet,  

animal shelter, etc.)

_____ Perform home visits for potential adopters prior to  
          adoption

_____ Additional Information or Comments: 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

This form can be filled out on-line at www.grreat.org.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
 New Member   Renewal 

Name ___________________________________
Address __________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 Mark here if  this is an address or name change

Phone ( ________)________________________ 

E-mail Address____________________________  

Mark as many as applicable:

 I am enclosing $35 for my 2011 membership dues.

 I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $______.

 I am interested in becoming a GRREAT Volunteer.  
        (Please fill out and return Volunteer form as well).

  I am interested in donating the following services  
or supplies to GRREAT:  

______________________________________
______________________________________

       ______________________________________

HERE’S A DONATION
  I’d like to make a donation to GRREAT for 

_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________

  In honor of  
______________________________________

  In memory of  
______________________________________

  To thank  
_______________________________________ 
 
All donations are tax deductible and are gratefully 
acknowledged in GRREAT News.
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GRREAT Calendar of  Events

July

9 GRREAT Adoption Day 
Noon until 2 pm 
Petco 
10060 U.S. Highway 40 
Ellicott City, MD 21042

17 GRREAT Barrel Oak Winery 
Fundraiser 
12pm until 3pm 
Barrel Oak Winery 
3623 Grove Ln. 
Delaplane VA, 20144

August

6 GRREAT Adoption Day 
Noon until 2 p.m. 
Weber’s Pet Supermarket 
14508G Lee Road 
Chantilly, Virginia 20151

10 GRREAT Adoption Day 
Noon until 2 p.m. 
Petco 
1719 York Road 
Timonium, Maryland

September

25 3rd Annual Responsible Dog 
Ownership Day 
12pm - 4pm 
Abingdon (Constant Friendship) 
Petsmart 
412 Constant Friendship Blvd. 
Abingdon, MD 21009

25 GRREAT Dog Wash 
11am until 3pm 
GRREAT Dog Wash 
Bark ‘N Bubbles 
795 Center St. 
Herndon VA, 20170

There is a rescue for Golden Retrievers?  This is a commonly asked question at the numerous events that GRREAT participates in. When people find out 
that GRREAT takes in about 250 dogs every year, you can see the shock and amazement on their faces and you can hear it in their voices.  People know 
that Golden Retrievers are such good dogs, so they can’t help but wonder “Why would anyone give up a Golden?” It is because of  comments such as these 
that GRREAT attends events to help educate the public on the need for rescue and on the Golden Retriever breed.  GRREAT is always looking for and 
in need of  committed volunteers who wish to give some of  their time to attend events.   For a list of  upcoming events go to www.grreat.org/calendar.htm. 
For more information on any event, please email events@grreat.org and if  you wish to volunteer at any event, please email volunteer@grreat.org.


